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By: Henry Laney    
 There is a state of civil unrest in the Middle 
Eastern country of Syria. The war torn country has 
seen fighting between rebel forces and the govern-
ment, led by President Bashar al-Assad, since March of 
2011. The civil war began as a series of protests during 
the Arab Spring, a movement for increased democrati-
zation across the Middle East and northern Africa, in 
countries such as Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, Yemen and 
Saudi Arabia. President al-Assad is a member of the 
Ba’ath Party and his party has ruled Syria for over 40 
years. In April of 2011, the Syrian Army moved to stop 
the protests and incited armed rebellion. The rebel forc-
es are comprised mostly of defected soldiers and citi-
zens, with support from several surrounding nations 
such as Turkey and Israel. The government of Syria 
controls the armed forces of the nation and has re-
ceived backing from the Lebanese militant Islamic 
group Hezbollah, which is classified as a terrorist group 
by many Western nations.    
 As of February 2013, approximately 70,000 
people have died during the conflict, about half being 
civilians and the other half composed of forces belong-
ing to the state army and also the rebel forces. About 
1.2 million civilians have fled the country, seeking refu-
gee status in neighboring countries. The war is in a 
stalemate at the moment, with rebels slowly gaining 
ground. There have been reports of chemical weapons, 
specifically sarin gas, being used by the Syrian army 
against the National Coalition, which is comprised of 

the major opposition groups and formed in November 
2012. If the Syrian government tapped into its huge 
stockpile of chemical weapons to stay in power, many 
foreign nations, such as the United States, France and 
Great Britain, have promised to intervene on the side of 
the rebels. These governments have also warned the 
rebel forces of using chemical weapons, and have 
called the use of chemical weapons the “game chang-
er.” However, so far claims have been dismissed, as 
there are traditional weapons which can have effects 
similar to those of chemical weapons, such as white 
phosphorous used in artillery.    
 Most recently, Israel has confirmed an airstrike 
on May 3, 2012 within Syria with the intent to stop a 
shipment of munitions to Hezbollah. Israel claims that 
the weapons being transported to Lebanese group did 
not include chemical weapons, which they believe re-
main in the hands of President al-Assad. Israel has its 
own political motivations for stopping a shipment des-
tined for Hezbollah, as the Islamist group was founded 
during the Israeli invasion of Lebanon and has since 
called for the destruction of the Israeli state. The conflict 
in Syria still shows no signs of coming to a stop, as re-
bel forces have heightened the number of bombings 
and assassination attempts in the loyalist-controlled 
capital of Damascus and Hassan Nasrallah, leader of 
Hezbollah, has been considering sending his own mili-
tants to join the fight against the rebels with al-Assad’s 
army, further entrenching the organization in the already 
heated-conflict. 

The conflict in Syria 

North Korea’s new general 
By: Deantre Hunt    
 North Korea has replaced its hard-line defense 
minister with a little-known army general.  According to a 
state media report Monday, in what outside analysts call 
an attempt to install a younger figure meant to solidify 
leader Kim Jong Un's grip on the powerful military. Jang 
Jong Nam's appointment is the latest move since Kim 
succeeded his late father in late 2011 that observers see 
as a young leader trying to consolidate control. The an-
nouncement comes amid easing animosities after weeks 
of warlike threats between the rivals, including North Ko-
rean vows of nuclear strikes. 

Pyongyang's rhetorical outbursts against mas-
sive U.S.-South Korean war drills and U.N. sanctions 
over the North's February nuclear test were seen, in 
part, as a push to portray Kim at home as a respected 
military commander on the world stage. Jang's new role 
as minister of the People's Armed Forces, however, isn't 
thought to indicate a potential softening of Pyongyang's 
stance toward Seoul and Washington any time soon, 
analysts said. Jang replaces Kim Kyok Sik, the former 
commander of battalions believed responsible for attacks 
on South Korea in 2010 that killed 50 South Koreans. 
Outsiders don't know much about Jang, but analysts 
said it's unlikely that Kim Jong Un would name a moder-
ate to the post at a time of tension with the outside world. 
Mention of Jang's new role was buried in a state media 
dispatch listing those who attended an art performance 
with the young leader. It's not known exactly when Jang 
was formally appointed to the ministerial post. 

The announcement coincided with the beginning 
Monday of U.S.-South Korean naval exercises involving 
a nuclear-powered U.S. aircraft carrier. North Korea has 
criticized the carrier's inclusion in the two-day drills, 
which it claims are preparations for an invasion of the 
North. Also, when tensions peaked in March, Washing-
ton took the unusual step of announcing that nuclear-
capable B-52 and B-2 bombers had participated in the 
earlier, larger-scale joint drills between the allies. North 
Korea regularly cites the powerful U.S. nuclear arsenal 
and Washington's deployment of those assets in the re-
gion as justification for its own pursuit of nuclear weap-
ons. 
 One of the most notable changes Kim Jong Un 
has made was the replacement of the powerful military 
chief, Ri Yong Ho, who was dismissed last July because 
of what Pyongyang called an unspecified illness. Outside 
observers speculated that Ri, the military's General Staff 
chief, was purged as Kim tried to put his stamp on his 
government. Ri was also replaced by a little-known gen-
eral. The military chief is considered a higher ranking 
position than the defense minister. State media previous-
ly identified Jang as head of the army's First Corps and 
said he pledged allegiance to Kim and threatened South 
Korea in a speech last December. Jang was quoted as 
saying that his corps would annihilate its enemies and 
"turn each ravine into their death pitfall when the hour of 
decisive battle comes." 

Kim appears to be naming someone from a new 
generation to bolster his rule of the 1.2 million-member 
military, said Chang Yong Seok at the Institute for Peace 
and Unification Studies at Seoul National University. 
Jang is believed to be in 50s, while his predecessor, Kim 
Kyok Sik, is in his early 70s, according to Seoul's Unifi-
cation Ministry, which is responsible for dealings with the 
North. Kim was appointed to the ministerial job last year, 
but Chang portrayed him as belonging more to the era of 
Kim Jong Il. 
 Because outsiders know so little about Jang, it 
remains to be seen whether his appointment will lead to 
Pyongyang refraining from attacking South Korea, 
Chang said. Cheong Seong-chang, an analyst at the 
private Sejong Institute in South Korea, said it's unlikely 
that Jang is a moderate. A 
moderate figure appointed 
defense minister after weeks 
of high tension with the out-
side world could trigger whis-
pers at home that the North is 
surrendering to Seoul and 
Washington.  

Young victims found after ten years of captivity 
By: Rozetta Williams  
 In recent news, Amanda Ber-
ry, Georgina DeJesus, and Michelle 
Knight were all once kidnapped 
roughly ten years ago in the Cleve-
land area and were held captive in a 
home until Monday May 6, 2013 
when a neighbor heard Berry 
screaming for help. The kidnappings 
took place between 2000 and 2004. 
Ariel Castro 52 was arrested on Mon-
day, May 6, 2013 for the 2000 thru 
2004 disappearances of Amanda 
(16) Georgina (14) Michelle (21), at 
the time of their kidnappings. Neigh-

bor Charles Ramsey says he was 
sitting down eating his McDonalds 
when he heard a woman screaming 
and yelling, basically “going nuts”, so 
he goes over and helps Amanda Ber-
ry escape. They immediately go over 
to his home and then, Mr. Ramsey 
calls the police and lAmanda talks to 
them. In recent interviews, Charles 
has stated that ge doesn’t want to be 
seen as a hero, just as someone who 
did the right thing. Ramsey says Cas-
tro was a normal guy to him, that he 
barbecued and salsa danced with 
him.  He had no clue Castro held Continues on p. 2 

three women captive who’d been 
missing for ten years. Ramsey 
asked for no reward of any sort. 
After police arrived, they recovered 
the others as well as the six year 
old daughter of Amanda Berry, 
who investigators suspect the fa-
ther to be Ariel Castro himself. Po-
lice also suspected Ariel Castro’s 
two brothers to be somehow in-
volved in the kidnappings.  Howev-
er, the brothers were  later re-
leased for lack of evidence. 
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By: Gaby Llerena    
 For years cancer has been a major contribu-
tor of deaths in the world.  In fact, the American Can-
cer Society has predicted a whopping 1,660,290 cas-
es of cancer to be diagnosed this year alone, and  of 
that number, there is a predicted 580,350 deaths re-
lated to it.  That’s only 1,079,940 survivors (or 65% 
survival rate.) and now in the U.S., cancer is the sec-
ond most common cause of death. (Only exceeded by 
heart disease.) Now, wouldn’t it be nice to see that 
65% become 100%?     
 Researchers at Stanford University  seem to 
think that’s improbable, since they seem to have 
found the “holy grail” in the war against cancer.   Fox 
News calls this the “miracle drug” that has killed every 
type of cancer tumor it has come into contact with. 
How does it work? Cancer has a protein by the name 
or CD47 which according to Science Magazine, sends 
a “Do Not Eat” signal to the body’s immune system, 
(this protein is also produced in healthy blood cells) 
causing the cancer to trick the body’s immune system 
to not destroy these harmful cells. But, when this drug 
(also called an antibody) enters your body, it blocks 
that protein coming from the cancer cells. Then the 
immune system attacks these harmful cells. Through 
trials they tested this antibody on mice with human 
breast, ovary, colon, bladder, brain, liver, and prostate 
transplanted into them. And yes, in each of the cases, 
the antibody caused the mice’s immune system to 
attack and kill the cancer cells. So what does this 
mean... Hopefully, a cure for cancer or perhaps an 
increase in the survival rate! Only time will tell. But at 
least there’s hope for the many fathers, mothers, 
brothers, sisters, and friends that have been affected 
by this deteriorating and fatal disease.  To those I say, 
keep fighting, stay strong!  Help is coming, sooner 
than expected.  

A cure for cancer 2012-2013 MSSH’s Club Recap  

By: Debrina Cummings  
 The seniors of 2013 weren’t ready 
for what was unfolded for them at Morgan 
Levy Park. The senior classes before didn’t 
give the picnic any justice. They referred to 
the picnic as “fun” and “worth the money” 
but it was so much more. Arriving at the 
park seniors were overwhelmed with a 
wide open playing field. Literally. At first 
glance there were at least 3 basketball 
courts, a soccer field, two volleyball courts, 
an inflatable obstacle course, an inflatable 
joust arena and huge spaces to roam. 
Stunned faces filled the park as the buses 
dropped off students bus by bus.  
  Once everyone was all accounted 
for at the park the announcement was 
made on the megaphone to go have some 
fun. Seniors flew left and right making 
lines, grabbing balls, and gathering friends 
to go play different sports. In seconds the 
volleyball and basketball courts were sur-
rounded with eager players, picking teams 
and warming up. After a quick game mem-
bers of SGA called down the teams for the 
senior Olympics. As teams gathered up 
more broadcasts were made for the rest of 
the seniors to come watch. As the specta-
tors came together the teams started to 
feel the pressure and got hyped up. As-
signments were then given to the players 
and they were off. First event was the 3 
legged races: where competitors had to be 
tied with a rope with a partner and hop 
along to the finish line. On their way back 
they had to tap the next two partners in 
their team to start the wheel barrel: where 
one team member gets down on all fours 
and have your partner stand behind you lit 
up your legs while you support yourself 
with your hands and run to and from the 
finish to tap the next couple in your team to 
finish off the Olympics with a relay race. 
After the final winning, three teams were 

chosen and then released to go off and 
enjoy other activities.   
 Then came the highlight of the day: 
the food! Everyone had been sipping on 
the array of juices and sodas given but they 
were anxious to taste the hamburgers and 
hotdogs that had been cooking since the 
beginning of the picnic. A ticket was given 
to each student to keep the chaos down. 
Each senior was awarded with a choice4 of 
one hotdog, one hamburger, chips and two 
cookies. Great surprise about the food was 
its condiment and toppings selections. 
They had every topping to make the perfect 
hotdog or hamburger. A mouthwatering 
lunch was served to the appreciative kids. 
Many went and found comfortable places 
to enjoy their meals with their friends; some 
found comfort under trees and benches or 
even basketball courts.    
  Ending the spectacular day off, a 
few class members decided to do a parody 
of the hype dance craze “the Harlem 
shake”. Jumping and jerking around was a 
fun sight to see. The kids danced, laughed 
and had a goodtime. A few dance songs 
played while the class had their last minute 
fun time. Some returned to the obstacle 
course or the jousting arena. Some  even 
played a few games of their own. On the 
other hand, a large group of seniors ended 
their picnic off with a classic game of kick-
ball. When the announcement was given 
that the buses were ready, the seniors took 
their last minute chances to take pictures 
and water breaks. A few stayed to help 
clean any messes that there was left to 
make sure we followed by our morning an-
nouncement rule. “Keep it classy Miami 
springs” Overall everyone had a great time 
and on their way back to the school every-
body fell dead quiet either because of their 
tiredness or they were on Instagram. 

Senior Picnic will always be remembered  

Castro’s first appearance in court was Thurs-
day, May 9, 2013, during which charges were 
brought upon him; four counts of kidnapping, 
three counts of rape, with additional charges 
still pending.  His bond is set at two million dol-
lars for each charge. Police say they've gath-
ered over two hundred pieces of evidence.  
These included multiple chains and ropes, 
which showed the women were living under 
dreadful conditions for the past ten years. 
Some Cleveland citizens want the house were 
Castro held the three victims knocked down, 
but police say it’s a very important piece of evi-
dence, and for the time being, must remain in 
tact for the pending trial. Thankfully, all victims 
have been reunited with the families that they 
haven’t seen in a decade and who never lost 
hope.  But after so many years, we hope the 
victims can mentally recoup and make an effort 
to feel at ease in society again. 

Young victims found after 
ten years of captivity 

By: Scottie Lopez  and Katherine Valenzue-
la     
 To the beautiful people that get lost to 
the sound of music and enjoyed last year’s 
Ultra Festival on May 7, expect full details re-
vealing on how you can obtain early bird tick-
ets to the 2014 UMF. These general admission 
tickets will be priced at $149.95. That’s about 
all we know regarding the situation, but this 
should, in the very least, make planning for 
your 2014 Miami Music Week a bit easier now 
that you have 10 months to plan ahead. It gets 
really crazy to scout tickets when ultra is right 
around the corner. So why pay $300.00 when 
you can buy them for a cheaper price. This 
year Ultra will be one weekend instead of two 
like last year. Tickets will mostly like be sold 
out in matter of minutes.  So word to the wise, 
stay online ahead of time and buy them as 
soon they are released. If you thought ultra 
was crazy this year, just wait until next year 
when Djs explode with fresh new beats. 
UMF14 be ready ! 

Ultra 2014 tickets online soon 

By: Justin White  
 On Friday, April 26, 2013, 
Florida lawmakers agreed to in-
crease tuition for university and col-
lege students by 3 percent, setting 
up a possible conflict with Governor 
Rick Scott. Last year, Scott vetoed 
a bill that would have allowed the 
University of Florida and Florida 
State University the freedom to 
raise tuition. Scott has not said he 
would veto a tuition increase this 
year. After the deal, which was 
brought up during budget negotia-
tions, a spokeswoman for Scott 
would only say that the governor 
doesn’t support a tuition increase. 
 Senator Joe Negron, said 
he doesn’t believe Scott will veto 
the increase. “I don’t think there’s 
an issue of confrontation,” Negron 
said. “Tuition in Florida is a huge 
bargain. We rank the fifth or sixth 
lowest in tuition. We want to make 
sure every student can afford to go 
to a university; however, we need to 
make sure the universities have 
enough money to run successfully.” 
In exchange for a tuition increase, 
Negron said the House met Senate 
demands to increase Florida Stu-
dent Access Grants by $3 million 
and funding for Bright Futures 
scholarships by 3 percent. “We 
made a wise investment so stu-
dents in Florida could attend col-
lege, and that far outweighed the 
tuition increase,” Negron 
said.  These and other issues 
are still in the works, and 
those include raises for 
teachers and state workers. 

Three percent tuition 
increase into Florida 
budget 

AOHT: Tours to the airport, MB Con-
vention Ctr., Miami Seaquarium, and 
Key West. Juniors went to St. Au-
gustine.  Had Black and White ball. 

HOSA:  52 students competed at Regional 
Competition on January 2013.  26 students 
placed and attended States Competition in 
April 2013 at the Disney Coronado Resort.  
4 students will attend the National HOSA 
Competition on June 26, 2013. Cesar Cas-
tillo, Yoanni Hermida, Luis Blanco, and An-
drea Olivera placed 1st at States.  

MU ALPHA THETA: 10th Place over-
all in States; 29th Place Algebra-
Geometry Team; 13th Place Pre-
Calculus Team; 6th Place Calculus 
Team; overall 1st in the District.  

DECA: Attended district competition 
and the winners went to Orlando.  

ANCHOR: International Club of the Year and 
National Club of the Year (1st Place for Scrap-
book, Anchor for Kids, Brain Related Disorders, Pat-
riotism, Pilot-Anchor Involvement; 2nd in Place En-
vironmental Projects; and 3rd in Lip Sync) 

WINTER GUARD: 1st Place in Competition in 
W. Broward & Santaluces.  Moved-up to Elite 
“A”; placed top five in four competitions tak-
ing us to Ohio for the first time since 2005. 

COLOR GUARD: 1st at Flanagan; 3rd 
at J.I.L.; 1st at Hialeah; Champion-
ships overall - 6th Place out of 20. 

MARCHING BAND: 6th Place in 
Semifinals. 
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By: Estefania Gutierrez    
 Miami Springs Senior High School lacks school 
spirit! This statement may not surprise many people be-
cause it has been an ever-increasing problem that has 
plagued our school for the past several years. But don’t take 
my word for it, just examine the evidence. The freshmen 
may lack spirit perhaps because they miss their old school, 
are still adjusting to the new administration, or simply be-
cause they have yet to claim our school as their own. 
Therefore, we must go out of our way to make them feel 
welcome. We should have a mentoring program where a 
junior or senior take one freshman under his/her wing 
throughout the entire year.  The sophomores, being wedged 
in the middle, are caught up with District, FCAT, and EOC 
testing and that’s commendable, but they need some sort of 
incentive. This year the students that receive a perfect 
score of a 6 will be able to attend a field trip. There is also 
the event room that is set up by AOHT, Ms. Laney, and Ms. 
Camejo. The juniors are the “understudies” that simply can’t 
wait to claim the title of “Senior”.  We need to remember 
that being a junior is okay.  All in all, we need some spiritual 
motivation; and although the scholastic changes that are 
taking place here at the Hawk’s nest are welcoming, more 
needs to be done.  I feel we need an internal overhaul; lo-
cate the root of the problem, and fix it!   
 Why is it that during Homecoming Week more clubs 
don’t decorate the hallways and that not that many students 
attend the Homecoming Dance. More students need to at-
tend all school games, not just football.  The pep rallies are 
fun, but it’s not like we haven’t seen the events already with 
the same cheering back and forth.  Why don’t we have dec-
orations up during the different holidays?  Why didn’t we 
overflow the little theater during their last performance?  It’s 
a list that goes on and on.  We need to start being more 
supportive to each other.  Different clubs should plan activi-
ties together, and as a result students that would normally 
not interact with one another, will have the opportunity to 
jumpstart a friendship.  We need to find our school pride 
which has been lost in the shuffle.     
 Because before you know it, you'll be holding up the 
one finger signifying your last year in high school, singing 
the alma matter, and remember the past.  And for someone 
who hasn’t lost her Hawk Pride, I stand for those people 
who are merely starting their freshman year.  We cannot 
just sit around doing absolutely nothing but showing up and 
leaving and taking no part of any extracurricular activity.  
And then these are the people that say that our school is 
“whack”.  Miami Springs use to be an exciting and memora-
ble school that people enjoyed attending. Now, the majority 
have lost all school spirit. The seniors are plainly buying 
their time; counting the days until they graduate.  The rest of 
us are simply waiting for summer. And it’s just not because 
it’s that time of year.  High school is supposed to be the 
most memorable and life changing experience of your life, 
but what memories will you take with you when your school 
is so dead. However, I don’t feel all is lost.  This year, we 
are having a field day on Wednesday, June 5th to celebrate 
our school grade. Springs will come to life in our own back-
yard.  I feel this is the perfect opportunity to reawaken her 
soul and rekindle her spirit that lives in all of us.  Once a 
Hawk, always a Hawk!  Isn’t that our motto?   

  

By: Alexa Guerra   
 Dolls for Downs is an organization in 
charge of creating dolls but for kids dealing with 
down syndrome. Down Syndrome is a chromoso-
mal condition that is associated with intellectual 
disability, a characteristic facial appearance, and 
weak muscle tone in infancy. These dolls are made 
to resemble these features and especially made to 
comfort children with Down Syndrome. The dolls 
run about $75.00 each, but are created specifically 
to resemble its owner.  These dolls are not only 
created for fun, but are also designed to help those 
with Down Syndrome of their therapeutic needs. 
For example, the dolls are used to help with eye 
and hand coordination, bilateral coordination, and 
also allows positive reinforcement through play. 
The clothes are also fabricated for water play and 
allow the children to address sensory integration 
issues  with varied textures. These fun and relata-
ble dolls come along with accessories such as 
wheelchairs, leg braces, and feeding tubes (helping 
to comfort their owners with these types of disabili-
ties.) The dolls major function are to help children 
with Down Syndrome to feel not only comfortable 
and loved, but to allow the child to 
gain confidence and independence.  
This type of companionship offers 
therapy as well as fun. To order or 
help with the foundation you can visit 
www.dollsfordowns.org.  

Dolls for Downs By: Dailyn Marcuello     
 In these last few days of high school, most seniors 
will walk past classrooms, the lunchroom, gym, etc. and 
have some sort of flashback or memory of days-gone-by.  
Every nook and cranny of this school has sentimental value. 
We have spent four years of our lives in this school, laugh-
ing, crying, arguing, making-up, and dreaming together.  
And it seems surreal and almost impossible to fathom that 
we only have a few days left.  Most  students want the end 
to come fast, but for the majority of us, it’s hitting home.  
Soon enough, it’s all over and now we'd rather stay. Gradu-
ation day is going to be a happy yet an emotional day. We 
will finally be validated for the12 years spent studying and  
working hard. We are finally off on our own, and it’s a bit 
scary. These walls become comforting after a while.  At first 
you hate them, then you grow to like them, and now you 
need them.  This reporter will miss the teachers most;  their 
generosity and constant advise and support. We must all go 
through this huge step in our lives to someday reach new 
heights. MSSH will be missed, but it's time to move on. 
However, we must never forget our home-away-from-home.   

Having to say goodbye 

School Spirit: Where has it gone? 

By: Nydia Penas    
 If you are looking for something to do during the 
summer, there is one event that is worth going to, the 2nd 
annual burger and barbeque bash presented by the Mi-
ami taste of Brickell food & Drinks Festival. It will be held 
on Saturday, June 29, 2013, from 3:00 to 10:00 p.m. The 
inspiration for this festival is to offer an annual communi-
ty outreach event, which offers a chance for the Down-
town Miami area restaurants to expose the growing com-
munity to the restaurant industry. The Downtown area 
where the festival is located offers the finest in restau-
rant experiences, shopping, and five Star hotels. The 
festival is suitable for the entire family with activities to fill 
your whole day with fun, so don’t forget the younger sib-
lings. Some activities include a burger eating contest 
and dancing and live music from some of the best bands 
in Miami. In addition, there will be an exotic car show, an 
arts and crafts area, and a kids park with activities and 
fireworks at 9:00 p.m. Over 25 local restaurants are ex-
pected to partake in this event exposing their best burg-
ers and BBQ recipes.    
 Also, there are Celebrity chefs cooking demos 
during which you can have a tasty sample.  The food 
sampling starts at 1:00 p.m. and ends at 8:00 p.m. Ad-
mission is $10.00; you can purchase food and beverage 
tickets as needed. A portion of the money benefits vari-
ous local charities, for example the boys and girls club of 
Miami Dade. This event is a kick off to the upcoming In-
dependence Day Holiday. The festival is located at the 
Historic Miami Circle, 401 Brickell Avenue next to the 
Viceroy Hotel on the Miami River. If you have any ques-
tions contact them at 305-200-8892 / 786-355-4800. 

Second Annual Burger and 
BBQ Bash 

By: Quintin Cook    
 Last pep rally of the school year was dedicat-
ed to the class of 2013. This is an annual event for 
seniors celebrating their final experiences at Miami 
Springs Senior High School. Everyone received the 
opportunity to see performances from every dance 
group; MSSH’s Golden Girls Dance Fusion & Cheer-
leaders, to name a few. Each dance team had a 
group of seniors that performed their last time. From 
Dance Fusion: Vicki Justice Danisha Twila & Jean-
ette. Golden Girls: Priscilla Arianna Janelle Lakeisha 
& Alexa. Golden Hawks Cheerleaders: Arlene. With 
This Last Pep Rally Hosted by the SGA members, 
students was lots of fun; they had games such as a  
relay race and a wacky race. In the relay race, stu-
dent would run around the court and run suicides fi-
nally each student would have to put on a pair of 
golden hawks gym shorts, and the first to cross the 
finish line were declared the winners. For the wacky 
race, four students were rotated for 10 minutes until 
they became dizzy.  Then, they walked in a straight 
line while balancing an egg on a spoon with their 
mouth.  After crossing the finish line, they did three 
pushups.  We also attempted to do the Harlem Shake 
which included our Principal Ms. Rodriguez and eve-
ryone’s favorite Spanish teacher Ms. Ponce. This last 
pep rally came with an unexpected surprise, a boy-
friend asked his girlfriend to prom during this event. 

Senior Pep rally 

By: Jaynell Perera     
 Fairchild Tropical Botanical Garden proudly pre-
sents the 19th Annual International Mango Festival on 
Saturday and Sunday, July 13 and 14, 2013. This event 
will begin promptly at 9:30 a.m., and it will end at 4:30 
p.m. The admission is free for children 5 and under, free 
for members of the botanical garden, $12 for children 
ages 6-17, $18 for seniors ages 65 and up, and $25 for 
adults. If you have a loved one or a friend in the military, 
they can join in on the fun for free with the showing of 
their military ID’s.  If you ride your bike, walk, or take 
public transportation, you will receive $5 off admission 
for adults and $2 off admission for children.   
 This event will have something for everyone in-
cluding tall mango trees and fresh fruit, educational man-
go lectures, sweet smoothie samples, the world's largest 
display of mangos, and a competitive mango auction.  
You will also have the chance to purchase mango mer-
chandise and fantastic botanical art. There will be mango 
cooking demonstrations, a mango brunch, an array of 
fun activities for kids, interesting lectures and much 
more. So if you’re looking for something fun and unique 
to do during your summer vacation, come over to 
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden located at 10901 Old 
Cutler Road Coral Gables, Florida 33156 and partake in 
this fun and commemorative event.  

The International 
Mango Festival 

Uneven temperature distribution within our building 
By: Caroline Frias    
 As I'm writing this, my fingers are stone cold 
stiff trying to move in the tundra of a place people call 
"school". My teeth are chattering, my nose is numb, 
and I am pretty sure I’m going to see icicles accumu-
lating on the walls any minute now. In school, there 
are two varying degrees of temperature: freezing-your
-butt-off or sweating-until-there's-a-puddle-on-the-
floor. Okay, I may be exaggerating a bit, but I'm not 
that far off-—the temperature in this school is ridicu-
lous. I look at some kids who don’t bring a jacket and 
here I am, with a fuzzy cardigan, wondering 'are you 
human?'. Then there are other kids who deal with the 
freezing weather by bringing blankets, fashionable 
scarves, and Snoogies. On the flip side, there is the 
warm side of the school. The part of the school 
where, at times, it's hotter than the temperature out-
side (which in Miami, is an accomplishment). For ex-

ample, when the air conditioning broke in Koski's room, 
he had to turn on a fan so we would not spend the whole 
class with our tongues sticking out like dogs.  So you 
sweat in one room and in  the other, the beads will crys-
tallize to ice. I even heard our Administrators comment 
on the weather when entering Ms. Brown's classroom; 
they described it as being ”tundra", and they are totally 
right. Sure, I’m complaining a bit (and it's always a good 
source for a conversation starter), but the school seri-
ously needs to look into the uneven temperatures. 
They're spending all this money "beautifying the school" 
and making the iTech and Cambridge programs (which, 
are very good investments), but maybe they should set a 
little time aside to fix the air conditioner. Because with 
the many programs soon to be in place here, the tem-
perature is just going to become a distraction.  Eliminate 
the distraction and you'll find yourself with productive, 
happy students.  

http://www.dollsfordowns.org�
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By: Brandan Fisher   
 On April 27, 2012 family, friends, 
and fans would all breathe a sigh of relief. 
T.Y. Hilton the 4 year starter at FIU and 
former football and basketball star at your 
very own Miami Springs Senior High was 
drafted by the Indianapolis Colts. He just 
squeezed into the first day of the NFL 
Draft. He was drafted in the 3rd round 92nd 
pick overall out of 96 picks overall for the 
first day. Just his luck that he would be 
drafted to the same team as the No. 1 
overall pick in the same draft Andrew 
Luck. Hopes were high for this young tal-
ent out of Miami. Coming into training 
camp there would be four other receivers 
on the roster who were likely to earn ma-
jority of the playing time. Reggie Wayne 
was a given as to who the number one 
receiver would be, but the second receiv-
er spot was up for grabs. Battling would 
be T.Y. Hilton, Austin Collie, Donnie 
Avery, and Lavon Brazil. Donnie Avery 
won the second receiver spot after yet 
another injury to Austin Collie.  
 T.Y would be the slot receiver 
which is the third receiver, generally a 
starter in some offenses. Especially pass 
first offenses like the Colts have. Also 
T.Y. would be utilized as a Return man 
which is one of his strengths. In late May 
he signed his contract with the Colts mak-
ing things official. Hilton would become a 
Colt for at least 4 years. Hilton finished 
his rookie year, having played 15 out of 
16 games, with 50 receptions 861 receiv-
ing yards and 7 touchdowns receiving. 
But he didn’t only affect the game by re-
ceiving, he also had 5 rush attempts for 
29 yards. And not to mention his help on 
special teams 7 attempts for 118 yards on 
kick return and 26 attempts for 300 yards 
and 1 touchdown on punt returns. This 
may prove to be one of his biggest touch-
downs of the year. Week 12 against the 
Buffalo Bills he returned a punt 75 yards 
for a touchdown and later in the game 
caught a touchdown pass prevailing the 
Colts to a 20-14 victory.    
 Another big moment for Hilton 
happened earlier in the season in week 7. 
T.Y. got the chance to play against his 
hometown Miami Dolphins. This was the 
first game family and friend would get the 
chance to see him play on television in 
the NFL. He didn’t disappoint, catching 6 
passes for 102 yards and a touchdown. 
Helping the Colts to a 23-20 victory. Eve-
ryone sees nothing but a great future for 
Hilton ahead of him. We already saw a 
glimpse of it and that was just one year, 
his rookie season. So we look forward to 
the rest of his career. 

TY Hilton has a bright 
future ahead of him 

By: Illissa Llano   
 This season came to an end for our 
lady hawks softball team after the 6-5 Goleman 
game in a district semifinal contest at Slade 
Park back in April. In early February the season 
was filled with much hope with having every 
returning starter with one less from the year 
before. This season had brought a first ever 
victory against palmetto. team finished the sea-
son 15-4, the only other loss coming to Ameri-
can. In the semi-final Springs outhit Goleman 8-
3. In the second inning (four walks and a hit 
batter) and three errors at shortstop and two at 
catcher in the bottom of the third that led to six 
runs.  A walk to Goleman’s No. 9 hitter kept the 
inning going, giving up two runs. But Springs 
came right back in the top of the third, with one-
out, Geneva hit to the left field fence getting a 
triple. Even though they purposely tried to walk 
her. She scored after Nicole Fernandez’s base 
hit. After Nicole was forced out Crystal Ramos 
made it second base with on an error at third 
with Taylor Navarro’s hit to center Crystal was 
able to tie the game. In the third Goleman made 
4 runs. Leaving the score at 6-2. After scoring 
in the fourth inning to make it 6-3, Tiffany Tur-
man stepped up to the plate with Norma Rodri-
guez and Crystal Ramos  on base and two outs 
in the beginning of the fifth and hit a shot to the 
left field fence allowing both girls to score. She 
got to third base and Amy Martinez’s infield hit 
brought Nicole Borroto up and a hit to second 
base and ended the inning. In the top of the 
seventh Navarro with her third hit of the game 
and only one out when Carolina Acosta hit right 
back to pitcher who threw to second for the 
forced out and then over to first  for  season-
ending double play. It's the feeling of teamwork 
that you'll remember. You'll forget the plays, the 
hits, and the scores, but you'll never forget your 
teammates. To all the seniors that are graduat-
ing I want to say thank you for the all memories 
we have shared over the past seasons, best of 
luck to all of you.  

MSSH Softball 

crease the chance of Miami being 
awarded with numerous Super Bowls, 
National Championships and interna-
tional soccer games. It would be an in-
vestment into the community, because 
all of these events would bring tourists 
from around the world to Miami. 
 A slight issue is being raised 
with the idea in which Broward would be 
receiving most of the benefits without 
putting any investment into the stadium. 
The stadium is located in the northern 
end of Miami – Dade County and there 
are stipulations with most of the events 
that all pre-event meetings must be held 
in Dade County. This issue is much 
greater than just a place for the Dol-
phins to play, this could possibly be a 
great opportunity to remodel a key land-
mark thus creating more expectations 
from the fan base and the team. The 
team, being newly restocked with new 
high talent, should have a stadium to 
match the level of talent that takes the 
field every Sunday during football sea-
son. The Dolphins are expected to have 
a great season this year due to the divi-
sion turning over this past offseason. 
The rival New York Jets have been se-
verely experiencing turmoil and detrition 
within the team. The Buffalo Bills have a 
great offense line problem and cannot 
seem to find a solid solution to this 
problem. In the next year or so, the Dol-
phins are expected to make return to 
the top of their respective division. The 
stadium issue is not only being felt by 
the Dolphins themselves, but through-
out the whole league with several teams 
trying to reach their own agreements for 
new stadiums as well.  

By: Reinaldo Llerena and David De-
Pablo    
 According to the Miami Herald, 
the Miami Dolphins have agreed to 
seek voter approval of tax dollars for the 
renovation of Sun Life Stadium. The 
referendum calls for $199 million in tax-
payer money that will come from tourist 
dollars by raising the hotel bed tax from 
6 percent to 7 percent. Dolphins’ owner 
Stephen Ross is willing to pay $201 
million out of the total $400 million reno-
vation. The hope is that the referendum 
will go before the voters ahead of May 
22nd, the date the NFL is expected to 
announce the host of the 50th Super 
Bowl. Although the referendum is more 
than likely to pass, the Dolphins would 
be testing a lingering backlash from a 
2009 deal that gave the then Florida 
Marlins a new ballpark that was largely 
funded by public funds. However, Ross 
is expected to use a mix of team and 
NFL funds that would amount to over 
half the renovation costs.  
         Though this referendum is al-
most certain to pass, auto magnate 
Norman Braman, the key face against 
the Marlins stadium deal, is once again 
protesting the proposed referendum. 
Braman says that the “referendum 
switch is a reflection of the Dolphins’ 
long-shot in Tallahassee”. The Dolphins 
are a long-time great team that is not 
used to struggling in anything they do. 
From the undefeated season of 1972 to 
stadium arguments, they have not given 
up in the face of adversity. While the 
team has not had the greatest success 
the last few seasons, the team hopes to 
get the stadium into the 21st century. 
The stadium improvements would in-

Miami Dolphins Stadium Referendum Lebron James and the Miami 
Heat advance to the Eastern 
Conference Finals 
By: Shannon Mercado and Nancy Valle
 Lebron Raymone James, born Decem-
ber 30,1984, nicknamed “King James”, is an 
American professional basketball player for the 
Miami Heat of the National Basketball Associa-
tion (NBA). Standing 6 ft. 8 in. and weighing in 
at 250 pounds, he has played the small forward 
and power forward positions for Miami, as well 
as the Cleveland Cavaliers. James has been an 
NBA champion, an NBA Finals MVP, a four-
time NBA MVP, an NBA scoring champion, the 
NBA Rookie of the year and an Olympic gold 
medalist. He has also been selected to nine 
NBA All-Star Games, eight All-NBA teams, and 
five All-Defensive teams. James is also the 
Cavalier’s all-time leading scorer.  James has 
been voted MVP for the second straight season 
and for the fourth time in the past five years. 
He’ll join Michael Jordan, Bill Russell, Kareem 
Abdul-Jabor and Wilt Chamberlain with at least 
four MVP awards. Much has been expected 
from our home NBA team the Miami Heat, and 
for good reason. Thus far, the Heat has made it 
to the Eastern Conference Finals and is facing 
off with the Indiana Pacers. These next few 
rounds will determine if they get a stab at the 
2013 NBA Finals. All the commotion has loyal 
“white hot fans” crowding up the American Air-
lines Arena whenever there is a home game. 
And with such anticipation, Heat apparel is 
seen worn and sold mostly everywhere imagi-
nable. Add to that, Playoff ticket prices on the 
rise and tourism to our lovely city and you’ve 
got Miami’s booming economy. Let us hope that 
the Miami Heat win the NBA Finals and main-
tain their championship for the 2nd consecutive 
year.    

Volleyball Girls: went 
to Districts but sadly 
lost to Miami Beach.  

2012-2013 MSSH’s Sports Recap  

Boys Golf:  Won 
at GMAC. 

Soccer Girls: 2nd 
Place at Districts, 
lost at Regionals. 

Basketball Girls: 13 
wins, 7 loses, 3rd 
place at Districts. 

Boys Basketball: 
Runner Up at Dis-
tricts, lost at Re-
gionals. 

Wrestling: Alex Du-
ran, Danny Preciado, 
& James Medal went 
to States.  Danny 
Preciado placed 4th. 

Softball 
Girls: 
made it to 
Districts 
semi-
finals.  

Baseball Boys: went to 
Regionals, runner up in 
District Championships.  

Photos: Zeitgeist Staff & 
courtesy of  players  
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BOOK REVIEW: UPCOMING FILM: 
Iron Man 3 
By: Natessa Perera   

 For many years now Iron 
Man fans have been anxiously wait-
ing for the third installment to the 
Iron Man trilogy.  Finally, Iron man 3 
was released on May 3 and received 
mixed reviews. I personally found 
the film exhilarating and a great ad-
venture.  Tony Stark is haunted by 
his expanded understanding of the 
universe based on events that took 
place in The Avengers. Tony is with-
drawn from Pepper Potts and suffers 
from insomnia and panic attacks. 
Instead of sleeping, he plays with 
armor designs, crafting dozens of 
alternate options. Tony has created 
more Iron man suits than ever be-
fore.  In the middle of all this a new 
enemy emerges in the form of the 
Mandarin, a terrorist who has been 
striking around the globe and is fo-
cusing his attention on the United 
States.  At the same time, a new 
character in the film is an inventor 
named Aldrich Killian who is looking 
for assistance from Stark Industries.  
Another aspect of this film I liked 
very much was that Pepper has 
come a long way since the first film. 
She complements and completes 
Tony much more in this movie than 
the others.  Pepper is at the top of 
her game and she should be an hon-
orary member of the Avengers. Now, 
she’s no damsel in distress. IRM3 
explores aspects of Tony Stark that 
have never been seen.  Tony has 
changed since the last film and is 
more concerned for his loved ones 
than for himself.  No worries howev-
er, as this film still has that light 
hearted comedy that Robert Downey 
Jr. brings to the film. If you are look-
ing for a great thriller, action, or su-
perhero movie, I recommend going 
to see Iron Man 3. You won’t be dis-
appointed! 

Monster’s University 
By: Ricardo Rivera 

 Monsters Incorporated was not 
the beginning for these creatures, be-
cause just like us they had to be educat-
ed before starting a career. Set 10 years 
before the events of Monsters Inc., in a 
university where one can be unique, in a 
family of thousands, where one can love 
to learn, and learn what one loves, a 
serious yet intelligent 17-year old mon-
ster named Michael “Mike” Wazowski 
(Voiced by Bill Crystal), is extremely ex-
cited to start college and majoring in 
scaring. As he arrives at the University, 
everything seems to go as planned, and 
he even gets excited upon finding out his 
roommate is also majoring in scaring. 
Upon entering his room, his new room-
mate, a blue, purple-spotted furry mon-
ster is running throughout the room 
chasing a pet named “Archie” and caus-
ing the bookshelf in the room to tumble 
over. The blue monster introduces him-
self and James P. “Sully” Sullivan 
(Voiced by John Goodman). James ap-
pears to be the exact opposite of Mike 
as he is playful, all-brawn, and notably 
large. Also, Mike is a top notch hard 
working student, while James feels scar-
ing should not be studied, but done 
since most monsters (like Sully) are nat-
urally born with the ability to scare chil-
dren. As the days in college go by, a 
rivalry begins to brew between Mike and 
James. James feels Mike is not meant to 
be a scaring major as he feels Mike is 
not scary enough. Mike, however, in-
tends to prove him wrong by showing 
him what his brains can do. As the heat-
ed competition between them gets out of 
hand, their worlds begin to tear apart, 
including landing them in jail, and being 
ejected from the school’s Scaring Pro-
gram. This, however, leads to them join-
ing forces, seeking help from their odd-
ball friends in order to get their education 
right back on track. Screaming with 
laughter, and oozing with heart this Dis-
ney & Pixar film will not disappoint and 
have you only wanting more of what this 
film has already offering. The classes 
begin June 21. Be there, or be scared! 

Fellowship of the Ring  
By: Ruth Rose               
 Part I of the Lord of the 
Rings trilogy is an action-packed 
book that depicts the beginning ad-
venture of Frodo Baggins the neph-
ew of Bilbo Baggins (who in a pre-
quel finds the Ring of Power). It is a 
tale of good and evil where the good 
struggle to keep their land sacred. 
Bilbo is enjoying his eleventy-first 
birthday (as they say in the book) 
party, which is also Frodo’s 33rd 
birthday. Bilbo announces that he is 
leaving for good and shortly after 
disappears into the night. Frodo 
knows of his plans and is visited by 
the well-known Gandalf (a wizard) 
who later tells him the perils of the 
beloved ring Bilbo possessed—The 
Ring of Power. Gandalf tells the hob-
bit how dangerous the ring is and 
how it is being controlled by 
Sauron— a creature that wants noth-
ing but to control everyone and eve-
rything, and Frodo must destroy the 
ring only by throwing it into a fire 
strong enough to liquefy the ring. 
The hobbit goes off accompanied by 
Sam and a small band of compan-
ions to save the Shire of Sauron’s 
evil demise and to bear the ring to 
only one place where it must be an-
nihilated—Mount Doom in the heart 
of Sauron’s sinister kingdom.  

The Great Gatsby 
By: Julian Reina  

 Baz Luhrmann’s adaptation of the 
classic F. Scott Fitzgerald novel “The Great 
Gatsby” is first and foremost an event, paint-
ed front to back with enthusiastic flair to rival 
even the most outlandish of Jay Gatsby’s 
Long Island parties. The initial reaction to 
this “Gatsby” might be that it’s all style over 
substance, which, in a way, is Luhrmann’s 
point. His production accentuates the carni-
val-esque lifestyle certain New York City so-
cialites maintained on a day-to-day basis 
during the roaring 20s. The sets, costumes, 
music and overly stylized tone reflect 
the luxury of these characters. Luhrmann 
has the ability to convince the audience into 
accepting this hollow lifestyle of gossip, 
booze and materialism just like his narrator 
Nick Carraway (Tobey Maguire). This world 
that Luhrmann has designed is so rich it is 
easy to get lost in the details. The visual ef-
fects, jaw-dropping sets and gorgeous period 
costumes, display these characters alter per-
ceptions of reality, love and distraction of 
materialism and their hollow belief of love. 

that one of his friends was doomed to die of a 
horrible illness, and that the only possibility of 
saving him from this horrid plight was to allow 
him to drown. Reluctantly, the boys allow the 
drowning to happen, and learn the harsh les-
son of true empathy. Briefly, after Satan's re-
luctant handling with faith, a series of chaotic 
events (witch-burning, imprisoning, rioting, 
etc) ensue in the town.  Satan decides he has 
meddled enough in earthly affairs and leaves 
the boys with one thought: “It is true, that 
which I have revealed to you; there is no God, 
no universe, no human race, no earthly life, 
no heaven, no hell. It is all a dream—a gro-
tesque and foolish dream—nothing exists but 
you. And you are but a thought—a vagrant 
thought, a useless thought, a homeless 
thought, wandering forlorn among the empty 
eternities!”     
 All throughout this tale, Satan illus-
trates the key difference between mortal men, 
and gods: the moral sense. Of this, Gods and 
angels have none, and yet bestowed in man 
many. It is this moral sense that made the 
boys so reluctant to let their friend drown,  
even knowing that it would save him from 
much misery and torture. It's the common 
sense of morality that prevents us from doing 
what is, as Satan would phrase, “logical”. It is 
this sense that made people treat accused 
heretics as they did, and that blinds us from 
the path of righteous punishment and unaffili-
ated intelligence. This sense, that God so cru-
elly gave to man, is the eventual cause of his 
own folly. More than anything, Twain evokes 
an inescapable sense of demise, as well as 
ignorance, through Satan's mockery of hu-
manity. Twain’s Satan emphatically establish-
ing how insignificant our race is; what short 
time we have in the long run; and how our 
future existence will be (and remains) a mere 
shadow of an ephemeral existence that never 
meant or amounted to anything of real signifi-
cance. By creating a juxtaposition to humani-
ty: the ideal and perfect counterpart (angels), 
Twain creates a stronger sense of human stu-
pidity and worthlessness, thus being able to 
really embolden societies most inane flaws 
and weaknesses by showing what it would be 
like without them, as well as the infinite possi-
bilities that are shut off from us because of our 
own lack of being. So the angel inevitably de-
parted from the damned human race, leaving 
it to it's moral demise, and so too, did Twain 
leave an already decaying society with his 
brilliance. 

The Mysterious Stranger 
By: Marissa Brinkman 

 Though less renown than Twain's 
'Adventures of Huckleberry Fin' or, 'The Ad-
ventures of Tom Sawyer', 'The Mysterious 
Stranger' is a work worthy of far more praise 
than it has received thus far. For reasons that 
are far beyond the twisted reach of my own 
reckoning, this literary masterpiece has flown 
far below the bar of modern praise. So per-
haps I can convince you, with my meager 
words, to go beyond yourself and read some-
thing entirely wonderful- simply for the sake of  
reading something truly thought provoking. 
Our story revolves around a small group of 
young boys living in a remote Austrian village 
named Eseldorf.  A place with an atmosphere 
that envelopes the story in a dreamlike and 
mystical form; as if the fabric of reality were an 
ephemeral thing waiting to wither away entirely 
at any given moment. One evening in this 
dreamy landscape, wile playing in the woods, 
the group of friends happen across a strange 
boy who calls himself Satan. The strange child 
almost immediately takes an obvious interest 
in the boys, and so explains his origins. He 
claims to be an angel, and nephew of the fall-
en angel Satan. Despite the best instincts of 
the boys, they fall utterly under the charming 
spell of Satan- whom they hold very highly in 
their innocent minds, though he did many a 
queer thing, and preformed many and ulti-
mately terrifying "magic trick" for them. They 
were enthralled with him, and he continued to 
come and go as he pleased. The majority of 
these encounters are depicted as unreal, in 
essence, and Twain makes an avid point of 
emphasizing the ideas of Morality and how the 
human race is ultimately "damned" despite it's 
best intentions. Soon Satan unknowingly in-
herits the personification of brutal honesty, 
powerful and beautiful, but dangerous to be-
hold. He becomes as a God to his "friends", (or 
as he sees them, his human toys) and at-
tempts to show them the useless and naive 
nature of humanity. Upon presenting to them 
the foundation of humanities weakness, he 
continued to illustrate the various flaws of the 
human psyche through example. One of which 
involved the children themselves, and ended 
up to be rather queer, as he proved his indif-
ferently cruel nature towards humanity. Later, 
Satan confesses to be able to see the future 
and he admits to one of the boys, Theodore, 

Just like the visuals, Gatsby’s perspective 
is skeptical and prevented by materialism 
and DiCaprio switches from a spoiled frat 
boy poser to a hopeless romantic. Just like 
every other aspect in this film, Gatsby is 
always “on” and Leonardo DiCaprio cap-
tures that energy so effortlessly. Carey 
Mulligan adds depth to the flamboyant Dai-
sy. Mulligan shines brightest when she lets 
Daisy's tortured conscience attempt to 
break through her superficial and flowery 
facade. She and DiCaprio are a nice match 
as the two lovers completely out of sync 
with a love that runs only as deep as public 
perception. The weakest link in this 
“Gatsby” is Tobey Maguire. The “Spider-
Man” star provides a narration and re-
counting of all the events and his incessant 
eye-popping reactions to every situation 
are hardly convincing. The use of music is 
almost reason enough to see this “Gatsby.” 
 The Jay-Z produced soundtrack is 
a clash between contemporary hip hop and 
1920’s jazz. Hearing Jay-Z, Florence and 
the Machine and Beyoncé weave in and 
out of classic tunes is inspired and exem-
plifies the warped realities and chaos of 
these characters. It is pure Luhrmann and 

These are all lost and empty characters and 
Luhrmann’s style complements Fitzgerald’s 
skeptical view of the whole charade. This film 
is very faithful to the book, despite the visual 
and auditory choices. All of Fitzgerald’s origi-
nal creation finds its way into this film, even 
going as far to include quite a bit of the origi-
nal dialogue.  For those unfamiliar with the 
classic book, “Gatsby” follows a young man 
who moves to West Egg, Long Island for the 
summer to visit his cousin Daisy (Carey Mulli-
gan). His next door neighbor is the mysteri-
ous Jay Gatsby, who every weekend throws 
the wildest, most outrageous parties. Nobody 
knows the truth as to who Gatsby really is or 
where he obtained his fortune. When Carra-
way becomes friends with Gatsby, he gets 
swept up into his bizarre and unrealistic life-
style.  Gatsby asks him to be re-introduced to 
his old girlfriend Daisy, setting off a chain 
reaction of unpleasantness. At times 
the script leaves in little interpretation.  
 Luhrmann even takes the ineffectual 
approach of having his characters tell us the 
action instead of showing us. This is a movie, 
remember. Leonardo DiCaprio does a mar-
velous job as the mysterious socialite by ac-
centuating Gatsby’s disconnect from reality. 



        The Zeitgeist is the official publication of Mi-
ami Springs Senior High School, 751 Dove Ave-
nue, Miami Springs, FL 33166.  Call (305) 885-
3585.  It was established as an open forum for 
student expression and is published by the jour-
nalism students for the entire student body. 

         The opinions expressed in this publication 
are not necessarily those of the faculty and ad-
ministration but rather those of the author or the 
newspaper staff and its editors.  The Zeitgeist 
welcomes letters to the editor on topics of interest 
to MSSH and its surrounding community.  Letters 
must be signed; however, names may be withheld 
upon request and with the concurrence of the edi-
torial board.  Letters may be sent via e-mailed to 
akarlick@dadeschools.com. 

          The editorial board reserves the right to 
reject, edit or shorten letters.  We also welcome 
contributions from writers not associated with the 
newspaper staff.  All freelance material should be 
submitted to room 115.  All submissions must 
bear the author’s name. 

          The Zeitgeist accepts all legal advertise-
ments.  If a mistake occurs, it will be reprinted, 
free of charge, in the following issue. 
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