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Major SAT changes 
approaching in 2016 

The junior college road trip experience 
By: Luis Rodriguez    
 The Junior College road trip was one of the 
biggest learning experiences of my life and unlike usual 
school trips, this one came with a pretty useful life les-
son. No, not the pretentious and redundant mottos you 
hear from teachers and parents every year like a bro-
ken tape recorder; but a real compassionate lesson, 
that sought to make students learn and give us ambi-
tion.  

Day 1: The trip started with an early wake-up: 4:30am 
on a Monday. All forty of us drowsily made our way to 
school and boarded the cozily air-conditioned –and Wi-
Fi accessible- “Airbus.” We sleepily but confidently 
made our way up to UCF Orlando, in the dark abyss of 
night, some of us kept awake by the light of our phones 
and laptops, too excited to sleep while others chattered 
about the trip. Well before arriving at the University, we 
landed in a Dunkin Donuts and coffee filled our veins 
and with the energizing effects that helped us all ec-
statically made our way to UCF.   Around 8:00am we 
made it into Orlando, the wonderful familiar city of Dis-
ney, but with a college perspective. The campus was 
enormous and we all took a sleepy tour with a school 
representative; students passed by on their way to 
class, definitely sleepier and busier than us. We were 
shown all the different buildings in the campus, from 
UCF’s well-funded theatre and visual arts programs, to 
their grand science and mathematics buildings. The 
student government was superior to any other we’d 
come to see on the trip; the school was a well-involved 
community of students with compassion for one anoth-
er. As we stepped into their SGA building, we were im-
mediately enthralled by the brilliant, shining dome and 
the numerous posters and banners that decorated the 
spiral staircase. From events to congratulations, each 
banner was sponsored by student-run clubs trying to 
grasp passers-by’s attentions. The amount of commer-
cial retailers was also alarming, shops from Gamestop 
and Sbarro, to Chick-fil-a and Starbucks complimented 
all the student-run services like the gymnasiums, mod-
est parks and plazas. UCF was like a vast, connected 

By: Orlando Laney     
 Since 2005, the SAT has been scored on a 2400 
point-scale with a mandatory writing prompt. Most colleg-
es and universities required SAT scores for admission 
and the test has earned a reputation of causing stress 
and developing a make-it-or-break-it mentality. 
 By March 2016, the distributor of the test, the 
College Board, hopes to have eliminated those fears.  In 
response to criticism of the test from educators, parents 
and students alike, the College Board will make signifi-
cant changes to the SAT. These include eliminating the 
penalty for incorrect answers, making the essay portion 
optional, and redesigning the reading portion to make it 
relevant to what students are learning in their English 
classes nowadays. Those dry books of archaic SAT 
words will be obsolete, as the redesigned questions will 
deemphasize memorization from flash cards and pro-
mote general literacy. The math section is changing as 
well. No longer can calculators be used for the whole 
portion and the questions will focus on real-world prob-
lem solving skills.    
 Perhaps most reassuring to parents will be the 
overhaul of how the College Board offers test-prep. Many 
families have spent exorbitant sums for specialized SAT 
prep books or private tutors. Besides being a financial 
burden, the whole process of test-prep is discriminatory 
because it lead to a divide between those who could af-
ford the test prep and those who couldn’t. By 2016 the 
College Board will partner with Khan Academy to provide 
equal access to everyone, along with offering more fee 
waivers to low income students.  

Out with the old, 
in with the new 
By: Gabriela Llerena     
 After many years of waiting, they finally took down 
the rotting, mold filled portables. Those modular class-
rooms have been a blemish on our school campus for 
quite some time now; and although they served as useable 
storage space, we are thankful to see them finally re-
moved! But now that they are actually gone, the question 
remains: what to do with all that extra space?  This report-
er went in search of some options and after speaking with 
several students, we have come up with some feasible 
suggestions. The upper classmen suggested expanding 
the student parking lot; but in reality, no one really wants to 
park that far, and it’s actually a waste of space. Cristian 
Duran (10th) says, “There should be a place for clubs to 
practice after school activities.  For example, a 100 meter 
track straight away for the track team would be good.”  
Senior Illissa Llano agrees, “Everyone should have a place 
to practice on school grounds.” One idea is to build a 
dance room in the space directly behind the old dance 
room so that the Golden Girls and Dance fusion won’t 

Continues on page 3 

community, where the students actually cared and got 
involved in their university rather than some apathetic 
public institution. While finishing our tour we were greet-
ed by an MSSH alumni, who told us something we would 
hear a million times on this trip, “There is money out 
there for students to grasp, all you have to do, is 
seek it. Just apply early and have faith in yourself.” 
Once the initial tour of UCF was over, having ended in a 
school-paid lunch break –Thanks again, Mr. Smith--, we 
boarded the buses on a few-hour trip to UF in Gaines-
ville. Having arrived at the rainy little city, Principal Smith, 
being a UF alumni, was if anything too excited to give us 
his own personal tour of the campus. We surveyed the 
cloudy and muddy campus under Smith’s lead, first tak-
ing a look at the immense and infamous UF stadium. 
Needless to say, an overly-fair amount of pictures were 
taken from all angles as most of our college road trip par-
ticipants were sports-oriented. Not being very sporty my-
self, it was still fascinating seeing everyone’s excitement 
in the colossal stadium. Hindered by the weather, we 
made our way to the hotel and did a quick check-in right 
before eating at a BBQ, courtesy of MSSH. 

Day 2: Kicked off by an early wakening, continental 
breakfast and a ton of coffee, we made our way for a 
formal tour of the UF campus. Led by three very nice tour 
guides, we made our way all around the campus, being 
bombarded with information at every corner. The gist of 
what they told us was: even though UF is, in fact, a very 
much sport-oriented school, their programs for Biology 
and Education are not only extraordinarily good but ex-
tremely accommodating to the students who are major-
ing in them. You might’ve fooled yourself into thinking 
you were in New England or even suburban England in 
the UF campus; the architectural physique of the campus 
was indeed Standard English architecture, and the brick 
buildings lined up in rows and stood on three stories –
each one– made you feel very small; typical from a 
school founded in 1853, but nonetheless astounding. 
Once the formal tour was over with a lunch on the UF 
campus (a buffet-like cafeteria, right inside the campus) 
we again boarded the Airbus and headed to FSU in Tal-
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By: Peter Cabrera 
 Crisis struck the European continent recently when the 
ballot came in and the Crimean peninsula voted to join the Rus-
sian federation. During the latter part of the second week of 
March, Russian troops crossed the border into Crimea and occu-
pied the revolting state of the Ukraine. The country of Ukraine had 
been in a revolutionary state for almost 2 months due to a deal 
with the European Union that didn’t sit well with almost half of the 
population of Ukraine. The deal proposed trade agreements with 
the European Union, with acceptance being the first step in admit-
tance to the European Union. Ukraine, being a former soviet state, 
demanded a closer relationship to Russia; thus causing the coun-
try to be thrown into a time of turmoil and now the region of 
Ukraine has declared itself an independent state and has ap-
pealed to be admitted into the Russian federation – no doubt in-
spired by the Russian troops stationed there. Lawmakers in Cri-
mea also adopted the Russian Ruble as its national currency and 
will discontinue the Ukrainian Hryvnia on January 1st 2016, which 
will then be useless in Crimea. 
 European Union ministers met to discuss harsh sanctions 
to Russia in response to this, stating that it is illegal not only under 
Ukraine’s constitution but also under international law. The Euro-
pean Union foreign policy Chief, Catherine Ashton, called on Rus-
sia to meet with Ukraine for talks of de-escalation but stated to 
CNN: "We've seen no evidence of that." Our own government has 
chosen not to recognize the outcome of the vote, the white house 
saying that it was "administered under threats of violence and in-
timidation from a Russian military intervention that violates inter-
national law." 
 On Tuesday, March 19, the president of Russia, Vladimir 
Putin, addressed the Russian parliament about the entire situation 
with Crimea and the Ukraine. The U.S and the E.U started their 
sanctions and put a number of Russian officials who were behind 
the annexation on a no-fly list, meaning they will not be allowed to 
enter either Europe or America. Some of these Russian officials 
like Vladislav Surkov say "I consider the decision of the Washing-
ton administration as recognition of my service to Russia”; one of 
Putin’s aides also said that it was "a great honor" to be singled out 
for American punishment. The Ukrainian government says that it 
would also like to find a diplomatic solution to Russia’s aggres-
sion, but will be mobilizing about half of its armed forces. 
 The world stage is set and it seems to be an encore of the 
old Cold War tensions that America and Russia took the leading 
roles in over three decades ago. Now only time will tell how this 
situation will play out or when a resolution will arise.  

Crisis in Crimea 

have to practice in the hallways. And a section for the Cheerlead-
ers and Color Guard.” One the other side, directly behind the sci-
ence building, there’s enough room for a tennis court or even a 
practice Tee for the golf team.  The list goes on and on.   
 There is one thing that we all can agree on; the space is to 
valuable to just leave empty. Nicole Costa (10th) says, “There 
should be an outdoor patio which can be utilized during lunch or a 
place for students can hang out.” The teachers would probably 
agree that they themselves could use some outdoor space; a 
teacher designated area to escape from the frigid temperature of 
the building would be fantastic. A place with seating and umbrellas 
makes a perfect lunch spot.  All in all, our school is in need of 
some TLC.  And now that the unsightly portables have vanished, 
we can finally get our school on its way to being one of the prettiest 
in Miami-Dade County.  

Out with the old  

By: Krista Schubert   
 When the latest dietary supplement pops 
up on a TV commercial claiming to be the next 
miracle weight-loss pill, people everywhere rush 
out to buy it. The most recent one to take over the 
market – Garcinia Cambogia – has been dis-
cussed on the Dr. Oz show and seems to be the 
new weight loss craze. The Garcinia Cambogia 
extract is made naturally from the tamarind, a 
small, pumpkin-shaped fruit native to Indonesia, 
but also cultivated in India, Southeast Asia, and 
West and Central Asia. The active ingredient in the 
extract is called hydroxycitric acid (HCA), which 
doctors claim can double and even triple one’s 
weight loss. The dietary supplement works in es-
sentially two ways: it helps to block fat, and it sup-
presses appetite, thus preventing new fat from 
forming. In addition, it is said to boost serotonin 
levels in the brain causing an increase in mood 
which in turn leads to a decrease in stress eating. 
 Studies have shown that along with a cal-
orie restricted diet, a 1320 mg/day dose of HCA 
resulted in a group of people losing an average of 
14 pounds within an 8 week time span. This place-
bo-controlled experiment followed 60 obese per-
sons and those who were placed in the placebo 
group lost only a meager 6.1 pounds on average 
by the end of the study. Clearly, the results were 
quite remarkable for those who were taking the 
extract and there is no doubt that it actually does 
work wonders. Of course, this sounds too good to 
be true and it begs the question: is it safe?  
 The answer is: yes, when taken in the 
proper amounts. In fact the plant and its fruit have 
been consumed harmlessly for years. Nearly all 
research shows that the extract is most effective 
when it contains 60% HCA (the plant’s active in-

The next big thing in the weight-loss world 

By:Priscilla Molliner    
 Before becoming a media personnel known for 
his incredible insight, Curt Schilling established himself 
as one of the standout starting pitchers of his era. The 
six-time All-Star was well known for his power pitching, 
competitive spirit and clutch play in the postsea-
son. Schilling who just turned forty-seven this past No-
vember, pitched in the majors for 20 seasons with 
the Baltimore Orioles, Houston Astros, Philadelphia 
Phillies, Arizona Diamondbacks, and Boston Red Sox. 
In his latest interview with an ESPN spokesman, Schil-
ling announced that he has been diagnosed with cancer 
but doesn't want to say anything further at this time re-
garding the type of cancer he is facing and his progno-
sis.  Last year, Schilling told The Boston Globe he had a 
heart attack in November 2011 and had surgery to place 
a stent in one of his arteries. He said he experienced 
chest pains while watching his wife, Shonda, run in the 
New York City Marathon. Shonda Schilling also battled 
cancer after being diagnosed with stage 2 malignant 
melanoma in 2001. "Shonda and I want to send a sin-
cere thank you and our appreciation to those who have 
called and sent prayers, and we ask that if you are so 
inclined, to keep the Schilling family in your prayers," 
Schilling said in his statement. In light of all the attention 
being drawn about his health, Schilling has responded 
through a statement left by his father  which he has car-
ried his entire life and tried to pass on to his kids: 
“Tough times don't last. Tough people do.” He has 
shared that over the years in Boston; the kids at the Da-
na-Farber Cancer Institute have shown us what that 
truly means. He later states "With my incredibly talented 
medical team, I'm ready to try and win another big 
game. I've been so very blessed and I feel grateful for 
what God has allowed my family to have and experi-
ence, and I'll embrace this fight just like the rest of them, 
with resolute faith and head on." He continues to an-
nounce and share his recent diagnosis with a positive 
attitude and assurance of a great outcome as the true 
athlete he has always been -- “I've always believed life 
is about embracing the gifts and rising up to meet the 
challenges.” This cancer setback seems to be just one 
more challenge Shillings is ready to overcome.  

Curt Schilling diagnosed 
with cancer at age 47 

gredient). It is also highly recommended to make 
healthy choices while taking the supplement; such as, 
exercising regularly and eating appropriately por-
tioned meals. In conjunction with the extract, these 
lifestyle changes can increase weight loss even more 
dramatically. However, the supplement should not be 
taken by those who are pregnant or breastfeeding, 
those who are on diabetic medication, and those who 
have Alzheimer’s or dementia as it could cause po-
tentially harmful side effects for these people.  
 The main pitfall to this product is that not all 
supplements are created equally and some are better 
formulated than others. That’s why finding the right 
brand is the first and most essential step in the weight 
loss journey. It is completely necessary to make sure 
that the brand one is about to purchase is not laden 
with fillers and binders. These artificial additives can 
be linked to some serious side effects and concerns. 
Because Garcinia Cambogia is an extract from a nat-
ural fruit, taking it as pure as possible is the priority. 
Of course, the brands that offer the purest supple-
ments are the most expensive. Even so, the price 
range for the Garcinia Cambogia product is not unfea-
sible for those who are eager to see substantial re-
sults. The best brands on the market sell their supple-
ments within the $40 to $50 range. However, some 
brands can be purchased at stores such as Walmart 
for as little as $8 to $10 – keep in mind that these 
brands are likely the ones that contain the artificial 
fillers and binders.     
 All in all, the extract seems to be a sure bet 
for almost anyone who wishes to shed some pounds. 
It is a relatively safe way to lose weight quickly and 
easily with no exercise routine or diet required. Dr. Oz 
has dubbed it the “Holy Grail of Weight Loss” and alt-
hough it does not have any actual magical powers, its 
results have proven quite miraculous. 

By: Lydia Suarez   
 In the newest additions to the SWAT 
team of Philadelphia, two women have made the 
cut to be a part of this elite group of police offic-
ers. Jasmine Andujar and J’Nean Caserta have 
completed all the necessary requirements to be 
members of this team. SWAT stands for Special 
Weapons and Tactics; although, it has been 
dominated by men in the past years, gradually it 
has began to adjust to the inclusion of women. 
Officer Andujar was the first to join and much to 
her surprise, she was the first female to form a 
part of this group in a very long time.  Team cap-
tain Winton Singletary says that he treats them 
the same way he treats the men on his team, and 
that Andujar and Caserta take on the same as-
signments as the guys do. The guys are very 
attentive towards them, always asking if they 
need anything but Andujar and Caserta can hold 
it down.     
 An interesting part of the requirements 
they need to complete in order to be a part of this 
team is dragging a dummy that simulates the 
rescue of a fellow teammate.  This isn’t a walk in 
the park considering the fact that it weighs 200 
pounds and you must drag it 100 yards. Other 
tests are on the firing range and include learning 
how to master up to 8 weapons. These women 
made it look easy but beware this is a tedious 
task that you must be built to complete. Aside 
from the fact that they work out every day in the 
SWAT gym, they have to be prepared for the 
unexpected. One moment they’re working out at 
the gym and in the blink of an eye they are suit-
ing up to go face any given situation.  The SWAT 
team of Philadelphia is currently heading towards 
its 50th anniversary, during which only 3 other 
women have been on the team. Things are 
changing for the SWAT Team of Philadelphia 
thanks to their newest additions. They call it an 
honor being able to be a part of this group, set-
ting an example for women everywhere.  

Women finally join 
the SWAT team 
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By: Heather  Fernandez   
 Eric Ellington, 19 returns to jail for a convict-
ed murder of a couple in a gas station. He was ac-
cused of killing 23-year-old Julian Soler and 24- year
-old Kennia Duran  during a carjacking in Miami Gar-
dens in July 2011. Eric was charged with First de-
gree murder. The victims’ families sat in the court-
room, silently sobbing and consoling each other. 
They sat and watched the surveillance video of the 
gruesome scene that happened in the gas station. 
The young couple were dragged out of their Ford 
Mustang. Julian Solers hands were raised in surren-
der and Kennia Duran was crying and begging while 
Eric shot them eight times. Janine Diaz, Julian’s 
mother stated: "We're happy with the decision, that 
he's guilty, but I think this is a lose-lose situation for 
everybody involved”. After watching the surveillance 
video Kennia’s mom Jackie Serra said: "Listening to 
the sound in that courtroom was heartbreaking; we'd 
never heard the shots before, and I'd never heard 
[Kennia] cry and scream." The trial lasted six days. 
Prosecutor Alejandra Lopez closed her argument 
early on friday "While Julian is still with his hands in 
the air, [Eric] stands above him with that gun and 
continues to shoot, not once, but at least four to five 
more times," she said. "Ah, maybe that first shot he 
didn't need to shoot, but the other eight, he had the 
intent to kill Julian as he lay on the ground." Prose-
cutors claim that not only did Eric Ellington commit 
the crime which was caught on camera, but he also 
admitted to it. He was not found guilty for carjacking 
and allegedly robbing another couple just before the 
shooting took place. The jury asked for a laptop from 
the presiding judge, it isn’t known what the jury want-
ed to watch. But prosecutors say they will ask for life 
in prison without parole for Eric Ellington. The two 
men that apparently were with Eric that day will ap-
pear in court next week. Eric’s mother, Erica Love, 
burst into tears that Friday begging him to take the 
plea deal despite her son being referred to as a killer 
in the court room. Julian’s Father, Armando Soler 
hugged Eric’s mother and father as their son walked 
into jail. "I just wanted to tell her there was no malice 
towards her son or towards her," "I don't feel nothing 
bad in my heart. We all make mistakes; he made a 
big mistake, so he's accountable for it."   

Teen found guilty of 
murdering a couple 
back in July of 2011 

lahassee. We knew we had arrived when we were 
greeted by hills but before we went on campus, our 
wonderful chaperones took the liberty of showing us the 
Capital. It was pretty intense looking at the federal build-
ing at work, with other more formal tour groups walking 
around and the suits of Florida going about their busi-
ness. After which, we went straight to the campus, 
greeted by the enormously decorated and beautiful fa-
çade of the FSU stadium, we stepped from the Airbus 
and filed into the entrance to await our guide.  After a 
short presentation by one of the school’s representa-
tives explaining the school’s specialty in Psychology, 
Math, and Business, we took a formal tour of FSU. The 
campus was absolutely magnificent, the vast expanse of 
brick buildings varied in sizes and students walked 
around ambitiously trying to get from class to class; on 
occasion there were “outside classes” and students hav-
ing outdoor group discussions that seemed only too im-
mersive. The campus seemed great, only it was situated 
in steep hills us Miamians aren’t used to. After passing 
by the architecture and virtual design and engineering 
buildings (all of which are supposed to have magnificent 
programs for the aforementioned subjects) we made our 
way to the cafeteria. It could only be described by other 
students as “Hogwarts Dining Hall”; it was a very ligne-
ous gothic dining hall, expansive with massive windows 
that beautifully allowed the light to shine on just the right 
places. After having a fair dinner of some of the best 
pizza I’ve ever had, turkey burgers and fries, we all 
made our way back to the airbus and drove down south 
to Tampa. Trying to connect to the Wi-Fi before leaving, 
the college humor was obvious in the names of the Wi-

Fi hotspots, things like “I’ve fallen and I can’t get up”, 
“the promise LAN” and “one does not simply use our Wi-
Fi.” We arrived at the hotel nearing midnight and drowsi-
ly made our ways into our rooms, ready for our final day 
of the tour and the trip back home.  

Day 3: We woke up at a generous 8:00am for a modest 
continental breakfast and a presentation by Principal 
Edward Smith’s uncle, the former professor of Engineer-
ing at USF. His very touching presentation on the im-
portance of college and the absolute necessity of study-
ing set the precedent for our tour of USF. The very mod-
est and modern school was as fairly organized as UCF 
and our tour guide showed us the systematic way that 
the dorms were set up and how their SGA handled 
lunch and school activities. The school was relatively 
well funded – especially by the looks of their huge Sci-
ence buildings—they hosted concerts and events often 
and housed an extraordinarily adequate gym. What was 
pretty cool to me, was where people  gathered on 
Wednesdays, a vast expanse of small tents filled with 
energetic student clubs that tried to bribe the student 
body and passerbys with free stuff and ecstatic com-
ments; the energy and loud music made it a very youth-
ful place to be, full of life and promise. Having a fair 
lunch at one of their many cafeterias, we prepared for a 
speech from an MSSH alumnus who was able to switch 
her major several times and through several depressive 
stages in colleges where she’d found herself alone, she 
eventually found herself in good company and was able 
to persevere and is now walking a good path towards 
her future. Riding the airbus to Ft. Myers felt like sec-

onds but once arrived, we were just happy to be almost 
home. Although FGCU’s proximity to the beach makes it a 
superficially attractive university for the party-crazed col-
lege kid, its’ home-y aura and relaxed student body makes 
it seem like a fairly good place to study. FGCU’s vast open 
spaces and appreciation of nature makes it a non-stressful 
environment which promotes relaxation and ease-of-mind, 
philosophizing that a calm mind makes for a productive 
student. FGCU’s outstanding Health program and student 
government was presented by one of our own alumni. Af-
ter a quick Q&A session, we were allowed to self-tour their 
student union before calling it an end to the trip.   
 The trip was pretty magnificent, though at times it 
felt like more fun than learning, it had an underlying lesson 
which I’m glad to have learned; I feel almost guilty having 
to have gone on a 3-day trip to have learned this but… 
College is not scary at all, there is hope out there for eve-
ryone, our futures are in our hands and accommodations 
are prolific. All that it takes to go to a good college is an 
ambitious mind, which may sound daunting, but you’d be 
surprised how little you have to try to make the first few 
steps. The future is broad and the system isn’t all that bad, 
all it takes is a bit of self-confidence and a few steps for-
ward, the money is out there, the education is out there, 
universities want students, all they have to do is seek it.  

On behalf of the group, I’d like to – again— thank Princi-
pal Smith, Ms. Mills, Ms. Martinez and the other admin-
istrators responsible for the wonderful trip and learning 
experience, as clichés go, this was one of those trips 
that had an effect on my, and the other attendees lives 
in a positive, learning-oriented manner.    

The junior college road trip experience From page 1 
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By: Bobby Stinson    
 Nine Miami Springs Hawks athletes have 
signed letters of intent to take their education and tal-
ents to the next level. Of the signees, five of them 
were football players that were skillful enough to re-
ceive scholarships.     
 Offensive linemen Davonta Marshall and Leo 
Ruiz both signed to Georgia’s Preparatory Academy,  
defensive lineman Ja’ree Tolbert signed to Coastal 
Carolina, Malik Thomas, running back, signed to Fort 
Hays State University and defensive back Bobby Stin-
son decided to take his talents to Florida International 
University. Geneva Santos and Crystal Ramos, two 
amazing softball players, also signed their official let-
ters of intent.  Geneva Santos made the decision to 
further her education at North Florida University while 
Crystal Ramos is representing her home town, taking 
her talents to the Miami Dade Sharks. Two golfers of 
the hawk nest also signed letters of intent. Luke Llan-
eras will attend Florida Gulf Coast University while 
Patrick Bolton will attend the United States Naval 
Academy. The 3-time All-Dade 1st team soccer star 
Alessandra Salazar will attend St. Thomas university 
this fall. Manhattanville College will be receiving a 
great talent from small forward Victor Troya being add-
ed to their roster this upcoming basketball season. 
 This has been a great year for Miami Springs 
sports. The football team even reached heights it has-
n't met since 1995. Our softball team rarely seems to 
disappoint with the leadership qualities from the two 
current signees. All of the following athletes deserve a 
round of applause for their academic and athletic 
achievements.   Their dedication to their respective 
sports earned bragging rights and the ability to further 
their education on full ride scholarships. Good luck at 
the next level. GO HAWKS! 

MSSH signing day MSSH’S #RCKings 
By: Emelie Gerdes     
 Miami Springs Engineering Club has, in my opin-
ion, not gotten enough recognition for all their success 
lately. Not only have they qualified for the National Cham-
pionship in North Carolina but they have placed 1st at the 
two Regional Competitions. Truly, they are the underdogs 
of Miami Springs, not many people even know about the 
club. Mrs. Greenwood is the club sponsor, and she also 
teaches Chemistry at Miami Springs. The NASCAR club 
hosted a fundraiser called "Mini Monster Jam" on March 
1st 2014 to help raise money that will go towards the car 
parts needed for competition, and hotel fees for their trip 
to National's.      
 The NASCAR Club is a club that focuses on the 
engineering and design of RC model cars and then modi-
fies their cars for racing. Ten80 NASCAR is a STEM initia-
tive in which students learn the science behind racing and 
modify RC Model Cars. The Ten80 NASCAR Club is new 
to South Florida. Some categories for their competitions 
focus on Graphic Design, Aerodynamic Design, Renewa-
ble Energy, and Endurance Racing. Many other schools in 
Miami Dade that are notorious for their science programs, 
such as Terra High school, have competed with Miami 
Springs and we have still overall won 1st place. During the 
Green Flag Invitational on October 31st, held at Home-
stead Speedway, which was their first competition, they 
placed first overall. Three students competed; Austin 
Aguiar, Henry Chaviano, and Daniel Valdivida. The team 
name is #RCKings, and has made a name for themselves 
after placing 1st in all the Racing Events.   
 The Racing Events included best lap time in a 10 
minute race and most number of laps in a 10 minute race. 
The team also completed the Pit Crew Challenge, where 
students diagnose a problem of an RC Model car and re-
pair the car. The same students also have a three minute 
speech in which they need to convince the audience to 
sponsor their team. Lastly, the Graphic Design was 
judged. Overall Miami Springs placed 1st. Moving on to 
their second competition, the White Flag Invitational on 
March 11th also held at Homestead Speedway, they also 
placed 1st overall. After having another recruiting they 
now had 20 students competing, the teams being Drivers 
and Pit Crew, P.I.T. Now and Renewable Energy, Busi-
ness Team, and Aerodynamic Design Project Team. As 

for racing events, they placed 2nd overall, coming in 2nd 
place for Best Lap Time in 10 minutes, 3rd place for Most 
Number of Laps in 10 minutes, and 1st place in the En-
durance Race, which is the Most Number of Laps in 40 
minutes. Besides the Racing Events, the Pit Crew Chal-
lenge was another event. This event focuses on the fast-
est change or batteries and tires with the least amount of 
errors, in which they placed 3rd. The Engineering Pro-
jects placed 1st, which includes the Renewable Energy 
Team who reduce Carbon Dioxide footprint for Ten80 
NASCAR Program, and the Aerodynamic Team's goal is 
to design a shell for the RC model car that reduces drag 
and increases down force. The Business Team placed 
1st as well, they gave an 8 minute presentation about 
their Ten80 NASCAR program intended to increase 
sponsorship. Graphic Design placed 1st once again.  
 Their last judgment was on Excellence in Team-
work that was given to the team for demonstrating the 
most support to each other and also working collabora-
tively during the entire competition. Their reward was a 
$3000 travel stipend to represent South Florida at their 
Nationals competition in Charlotte, North Carolina from 
May 15th till May 18th. In addition, the club is increasing 
STEM awareness in the community and Fundraising. As 
a student at Miami Springs who is not part of the Club 
and is simply observing their success, I can say they de-
serve more attention and recognition for their outstanding 
success. 

BLTR: Winston Morales, Brandon Nunez, Jorman Ascarate Daniel Torres  CLTR: Kelly Alvarez, Angel 

Jimenez, Isis Hernandez, Kristin Crooks, Jean Carlos Mulet, Rafael Gonzalez, Pablo Gonzalez, Manny Alvarez 

Daniel Valdivia, Steven Lian, Austin Aguiar  FLTR:  Robert Olson, Emelie Orozco, Janie Dennis, Ingrid Barre-

ro, Henry Chaviano 

By: Alejandra  Ramos    
 Police investigated and arrested Luis Silva, 41, 
on March 3rd for growing marijuana inside his house on 
the 200 block of Shadow Way in Miami Springs. Accord-
ing to Miami-Dade county records, Silva has a lengthy 
criminal record that dates back to 1990 and includes 
arrests for burglary, grand theft and cannabis 
(marijuana) possession. The south side yard of Silva’s 
house was filled trash, including stacks of torn tires, rust-
ed electrical fans, a broken jet ski, discarded furniture, 
and a tank of nitrogen, which is often used to stimulate 
the growth of marijuana. As a tied up pit-bull ignored all 
the noise the policemen made, they discovered a pile of 
mulch with recent cuts of marijuana next to a fence. In-
side Silva’s house, police also found heat lamps, fertiliz-
er, irrigation equipment, insulation boards and pamphlets 
on hydroponics. Luis Silva is a father of two, who lives 
alone. Police learned someone had tampered with the 
electrical system and diverted the power from the main 
house to the cottage house in the backyard. Police found 
six hanging marijuana plants totaling almost 515 grams, 
valuing $1,200. Officer Jorge Capote of Miami Springs 
Police Department says drug busts are few in this quiet 
town. In the end, Silva was booked for possession of 
cannabis with intent to sell, manufacture or distribute. 

Incredible marijuana bust 
in our own backyard 

Google Image 
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Norma Rodriguez 
By: Noelia Rivera  
 As the winter frost dissi-
pates and spring starts warming up 
the air, you smell the roasted pea-
nuts, you hear the sound of the ball 
colliding with the bat, and the cheer-
ing sounds of fans - you know base-
ball season is here!  So, take out the 
gloves, cleats, and uniforms be-
cause your hawks are ready to play 
ball. Nothing is stopping us this year 
on the road to success. These 
teams aren't scared to get a little 
dirty while working hard because 
this year were not playing nice -  we 
fight to defend our dream.  Opening 
the season with a rough start, the 
Hawks baseball team believed this 
was only a hurdle on the path of vic-
tory. With a four game losing streak, 
a change needed to occur.  Success 
is not measured by looses but by 
how many times you pick yourself 
back up.  There's one thing that kept 
these boys motivated, one simple 
goal, to become "District Champs." 
With that frame of mind, every play-
er came together; and as a result, a 
greater team came on the field. 
From then on, the game changed. 
As the season starts hitting its 

breaking point these boys strike the 
monumental game, "Miami Springs v. 
Coral Gables." After the unfortunate 
loss in last year’s district semi-finals, 
the hawks fell to Coral Gables in a 
unforgettable loss but like those who 
are destined for greatness shall rise 
when fallen and that's what we did. 
With great will and dedication this year 
these boys came into the game and 
shut it down. After giving Coral Gables 
a run for their money, your hawks 
brought home the groundbreaking 2-1 
win. Even with this great success of 
the hawk’s baseball team, don't lose 
your eye on what the girls are sneak-
ing up on this year; under the well 
known leadership of Charlie Green, 
the season has been nothing but fire. 
Even with the errors one may have 
and the losses that each player has to 
face at some point, these girls always 
show their hawk pride. Not only are 
the lady hawks bringing home the wins 
but they are setting the records 
straight on whose territory this is. Our 
territory will be marked in stone after 
the infamous game "Springs vs. 
Goleman." Rivalry know at its best, 
however would not distract these girls 
from getting another win. After seven 

Batter Up: MSSH has it’s sights on Regionals 

2014 Faculty Basketball Game 

Position:  Catcher  No:  32 

Height:  5’7” 

Fun Fact:  I have coulrophobia  

Role Model:  I don’t have a role model, I have mo-

tivations and inspirations. 

Favorite Quote:  “Sometimes the only thing fair in 

life is a ball hit between first and third.” 

Before a Game:  I listen to music and clown 

around to keep my spirits up. 

Personal & Special Thanks:  To my dad for being 

my number 1 coach and my mom for being my 

number 1 fan. 

Stats:  H = 15, AB = 37, R = 10, & AVG = .405 
 

Photo/By: Katherine Valenzuela 

Softball 

hardworking innings, the lady hawks 
brought home the win with the 5-3 vic-
tory. No competitor could take the 
mindset of success out of these lady 
hawks. All the blood, sweat, and tears, 
pay off in the end as both teams enter 
what we like to call, “District Mode.” If 
you think competition is high during the 
regular season, Districts is where we 
apply the ideal of the survival of the 
fittest. This is the point in which white 
uniforms turn orange, players lose their 
voices cheering on their team to the last 
point.. This is where all limitations are 
broken. The pressure is high and every-
one is watching, there is no room for 
mistakes but we know who’s coming up 
on top this year. And it’s been proven; 
the trophy is here at the hawks nest. 
And now with the hype of Regionals 
and the hunger to come home as 
champions, we give thanks to our 
coaches for making us one step closer 
to our dreams. With these leaders we 
earned something more than a name 
everyone knows; we earned the rightful 
possession of representing Miami 
Springs Senior High. 

"Success is not final, failure is not fatal: 
it is the courage to continue that 
counts."   - Thomas Edison  

Photos: Zeitgeist Staff 
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UPCOMING FILMS: 

GAMING:  

BOOK REVIEW: 

MUSIC: 

Jerk, California            
By: Nicole Costa  
 
Sam Carter had been bullied throughout his high 
school days because of his tics and outbursts that 
come from his Tourette's Syndrome. Unable to 
control his movements, except for very short peri-
ods, Sam is shunned by his stepfather, Bill. Bill 
has told Sam many stories about his neglectful 
real father who womanized and drank and gave 
Sam his disorder through his faulty genes. Now 
Sam is about to graduate from high school. He 
has no prospects, no college dreams, nothing to 
look forward to. It all starts to change when he 
agrees to work for George the Coot who used to 
be best friends with his real father. As Sam learns 
the truth about his father, he discovers the truth 
about himself too. There is much to appreciate in 
this novel about identity, fathers, and nature vs. 
nurture. Friesen has created a protagonist who is 
a wonderful combination of damaged and heroic. 
Sam cannot see beyond his disorder, but others 
can show him the way. He rises above over and 
over again, but doesn't quite realize that he has 
done it. The Tourette's Syndrome is not played up 
to TV talk show proportions. It is an important and 
pivotal feature of the story and of Sam, but it is 
written honestly and plainly. The book contains 
many possible aspects of an adolescent teenag-
er's struggles such as romance, family conflicts, 
diseases or disabilities, and of course what the 
future may hold, making this book much easier to 
understand or sympathize with. Not only that but 
each character has their own history, allowing you 
to understand every plot twist from their point of 
view.  

 

 

Watch_Dogs    

By: Luis Rodriguez   
 Two years after being teased at E3 
2012 and being delayed from November 
2013 to early 2014, UBIsoft’s Watch_Dogs is 
now ready to be released on May 27th, 2014. 
The game is centered on Aiden Pierce, a vigi-
lante and former hacker, obsessed and para-
noid with security and surveillance, who takes 
advantage of Chicago’s new security system 
to fight human traffickers and criminals. The 
game’s setting has adopted real-world land-
marks and skylines to reenact the feeling of 
modern Chicago, but with a twist. In this peri-
od, Chicago’s ridiculous crime rate and ex-
cessive trafficking issues have led to a com-
plete reinvention of their security. Chicago 
has interconnected all their services under 
one software, the ctOS (central Operating 
System) in an effort to fight trafficking and 
crime. Under the ctOS, all public services 
(street lamps, traffic lights, public cameras, 
public transportation, lift-bridges, etc.), as 
well as providing city-wide Wi-Fi, can be 
hacked into by using Aiden’s phone. Playing 
as Aiden, you can use all of these to your 
advantage. Combat utilizes a combination of 
stealth components and parkour, along with 
the mechanics of a cover-based third-person 
shooter.    
 Walking around Chicago, your phone 
will be able to scan all nearby devices capa-
ble of being hacked. Using the profiler, a de-
vice implemented into your in-game cell-
phone capable of identifying people by their 
name, age, occupation and ‘curious fact’, you 
will be able to hack into people’s phones, 
laptops, and bank accounts. Like InFAMOUS, 
your actions will have repercussions and how 
you are perceived in the in-game environ-
ment will be dependent on your actions. For 
example, stealing a car and then walking into 

a store may hinder the police in tracking you to 
this store and you will be warned by reactions 
from in-game AI and live broadcasting on pub-
lic televisions. Assuming the aforementioned 
happens, you will trigger a chase scene – you 
must escape the area as quickly as possible 
before the Chicago police can detain you. Get-
ting in your car and speeding off is an option. 
Assuming the police catch up to you in their 
car, there are a number of things that can be 
done: triggering steam pipes to explode from 
under the streets, leaving the police behind, 
activating road blockers, abusing traffic lights, 
or driving into havens specifically designed to 
help Aiden escape. These tactics just begin to 
scratch the surface of all that are available in 
Watch_Dogs; even triggering a shoot-out is 
possible.     
 The game features a Journey-like mul-
tiplayer element. The "multiplayer" experience 
is a one-on-one interaction between two human 
characters in which one player seamlessly and 
secretly joins the single player experience of 
another player.  The first player (which entered 
the other player's world) is tasked with finding 
the second player (which is initially unaware 
that another human is in their game session - 
no notification is given to the second player). 
Once the first player finds the second player 
the objective is updated. The first player's new 
objective involves installing a back door virus 
into the second player's smartphone, then hid-
ing while that virus siphons off a portion of the 
data that the second player has collected. This 
stolen information increases the first player's 
power once they return to their own single play-
er session. Apart from this confirmed version of 
multiplayer, an 8-player free roam is being 
planned by UBIsoft, though no details have 
been confirmed.   
 Watch_Dogs will be released on May 
27th, 2014 for PS3, PS4, Xbox 360, Xbox One 
and PC; (Wii U release date TBA).  

Beyoncé     
By: Emelie Gerdes and Vanessa 
Gonzalez   
 A feminist believes in the so-
cial, political, and economic equality of 
not only women but men as well. Be-
lieve it or not, equal rights are still a 
controversial topic in our modern day 
and age and continue to be brought to 
the attention of our government. The 
political views of these people who 
are advocates of feminism are not 
often heard. A big contributor to the 
enlightenment of feminism is pop/R&B 
singer and artist Beyoncé, who has 
also had an acting career, racking up 
455 awards and 709 nominations. 
When speaking about feminism, 
“Pandora’s Box” is opened due to all 
the factors and opinions that get in-
volved. This brings about the topic of 
women and men involved in equal 
rights not only in jobs, but in everyday 
life. Beyoncé’s latest album self-titled 
“Beyoncé” is an audio/visual album 
focusing on her stories and experienc-
es which occurred during the develop-
ment of the songs featured in it. 
These songs feature raw and relata-
ble themes such as sex, fear, loss, 
insecurities of marriages and mother-
hood, and of course, feminism.  
 When feminism appears in 
politics, people tend to have disagree-
ments about it, making it a very 
touchy topic. Women are oftentimes 
depicted as inferior and lower than 
men, yet ironically they are expected 
to be just as confident as the opposite 
sex. Because of this derogatory stere-
otype, women have a had time land-
ing good jobs, or obtaining higher po-
sitions than men, because it conflicts 
with the “natural dominance” of men 
and their ability to “rule” over women. 
Women are looked down on when as 
sexually open as men. However, as 

women grow up, their goals and mind 
sets are always molded to marriage, 
while men aren’t. As mentioned in her 
song “Flawless” off of the “Beyoncé” 
album, we teach women to shrink 
themselves, to make themselves 
smaller. We say to girls: have ambi-
tion, but not too much; be successful, 
but not too successful because it con-
flicts with man. Marriage is about mu-
tual support, and is to be aspired to. 
Girls are taught to be competitors, 
which could be a good thing if it was-
n’t for the fact they were competing 
with men.    
 Beyoncé is the voice that 
women need to hear in order to learn 
how to speak up for themselves and 
get noticed. Women are just as suc-
cessful as men and should have a 
prominent place in the social hierar-
chy and superior roles just as men 
do. However, many people do not 
agree with the sexual themes in her 
recent music videos. News as well as 
gossip magazines and websites cri-
tique her for it, but when did she sign 
up to be a role model for young wom-
en? Parents know exactly what 
they’re getting themselves into when 
they take their kids to a Beyoncé con-
cert or buy them a Beyoncé CD, so 
they shouldn't act shocked at the racy 
content of her songs. There is no uni-
versal agreement as to what is wrong 
or right with a topic like this. Alt-
hough, young children should not be 
exposed to such vulgar and sexual 
themes at such an early age, what 
can you expect when you give them 
the tools to do so? As for young 
teens, I think it’s good exposure and 
she is sending a positive and influen-
tial message to teens, saying that it is 
okay to aspire to be successful and 
want marriage, but it is also okay to 
be like men in the sexual aspect, be-
cause we are all equal. 

 

Divergent               
By:  Krystal Diaz                                          

Divergent is a book that many believe is 
about romance. It does indeed have ro-
mance, but it also has adventure, decep-
tion, and danger. The characters play 
amazing roles in how this story is played 
out. This is an amazing book full of mys-
tery, trauma, danger, romance, and 
strength. The book immediately captures 
the reader’s attention by making each and 
every scene feel as if it is happening in 
real life. In fact, oftentimes it makes you 
wish it was real. Beatrice Prior is the main 
character in the story and you can literally 
feel her emotions throughout the entirety 
of the story. In the story she has this con-
stant battle between what she learned as 
a child and her new way of thinking which 
she struggles to learn and hide. But she 
cant do this successfully because she 
must keep her Divergence a secret, or 
she will suffer the most undesirable con-
sequences. This book is a wonderful mix 
of action and romance and I highly recom-
mend that you read it. 

 Release Date:   June 6, 2014 

Genre:  Drama, Romance 

Starting: Shailene Woodley, Ansel Elgort, & Willem Dafoe |  

Synopsis:  Hazel and Gus are two teenagers who share an 
acerbic wit, a disdain for the conventional, and a love that 
sweeps them on a journey.  

Release Date:  May 30, 2014 

Genre:   Action, Adventure, Family, Fantasy, Romance  

Starting:   Angelina Jolie, Elle Fanning, & Sharlto Copley  

Synopsis:  A vindictive fairy is driven to curse an infant 
princess only to realize the child may be the only one who 
can restore peace.  

Release Date:   August 22, 2014 

Genre:  Drama 

Starting:  Chloë Grace Moretz, Mireille Enos, & Liana Lib-
erato 

Synopsis:  Mia Hall thought the hardest decision she 
would ever face would be whether to pursue her musical 
dreams at Juilliard or follow a different path to be with the 
love of her life, Adam.  

Courtesy of IMDb 
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        The Zeitgeist is the official publication of 
Miami Springs Senior High School, 751 Dove 
Avenue, Miami Springs, FL 33166.  Call (305) 
885-3585.  It was established as an open forum 
for student expression and is published by the 
journalism students for the entire student body. 

         The opinions expressed in this publication 
are not necessarily those of the faculty and ad-
ministration but rather those of the author or the 
newspaper staff and its editors.  The Zeitgeist 
welcomes letters to the editor on topics of inter-
est to MSSH and its surrounding community.  
Letters must be signed; however, names may be 
withheld upon request and with the concurrence 
of the editorial board.  Letters may be sent via e-
mailed to akarlick@dadeschools.com. 

          The editorial board reserves the right to 
reject, edit or shorten letters.  We also welcome 
contributions from writers not associated with 
the newspaper staff.  All freelance material 
should be submitted to room 115.  All submis-
sions must bear the author’s name. 

          The Zeitgeist accepts all legal advertise-
ments.  If a mistake occurs, it will be reprinted, 
free of charge, in the following issue. 
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