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Black Friday: Is this the true meaning of Christmas? 

By: Grethel Villalobos 

 The day after Thanksgiving is  
the busiest shopping day of the year, 
also referred to as “Black Friday.”  Flocks 
of people throughout the country inun-
date shopping centers and online web-
sites every year in search of “door-
buster” deals and in the process narrow 
down their holiday shopping lists. Millions 
of dollars are spent on advertising and 
marketing each year to entice consumers 
to purchase items for loved ones to give 
as gifts for Christmas day. Since Chris-
tians and non-Christians embrace the 
holiday season, it has become a signifi-
cant event and a key sales period for 
retailers and businesses. In its current 
trend, however, Christmas is often re-
duced to a consumer holiday where peo-
ple rarely embrace its traditional nature. 
The word Christmas has been around for 
centuries. It dates back to the 12th centu-
ry, and it was originally a celebration that 
replaced pagan festivals to convert Ro-
mans to Christianity.  
 Throughout the years, however,  
mostly Western cultures have adapted 
customs that have shaped Christmas 

into its current consumer driven tradition. 
People often lose the essence of Christ-
mas, however, when they become con-
sumed by secondary customs that less-
en its original meaning. In the popular 
story “The Gift of the Magi,” the charac-
ters become caught up in the gift-giving 
aspect of Christmas, only to realize that 
the gifts they purchased are secondary 
to the love and sacrifice they shared with 
each other. The story stays true to the 
season because it underlines the princi-
ples that follow the Christmas tradition. 
Spending time with family members and 
caring for one another are some of the 
core values that people expect to experi-
ence, but often neglect, during the holi-
day season. The most important aspect, 
and the reason why this season remains 
among the most popular, is because of 
the caring factor that is rarely seen at 
other times of the year.   The civic notion 
of putting others before yourself is diffi-
cult to do, and that’s why Christmas is a 
special time. There are many ways to 
contribute to the Christmas spirit, such 
as volunteering you time to causes that 
help those less fortunate, being kind to 
one another or simply stopping to em-

brace the scenery. The best memories 
often shared by people, are those involv-
ing family events and customs that follow 
this truly unique season. For instance, 
lighting a Christmas tree with mom, bak-
ing cookies with grandma, filling up the 
Christmas stockings with thoughtful 
items, and watching dad set up the 
Christmas lights are all traditional cus-
toms ingrained in generation after gener-
ation of Americans. For many people, it 
is these same traditions that bring fami-
lies together and create   some of the 
most cherished memories in one’s life. 
With the average American family spend-
ing approximately $1,000 dollars each 
year on various Christmas items, it is 
easy to see why many people become 
scrooges at heart. One important thing to 
remember is that while Christmas is a 
time where we “struggle with shopping 
lists and invitations, compounded by De-
cember's bad weather, it is good to be 
reminded that there are people in our 
lives who are worth this aggravation, and 
people to whom we are worth the same”, 
according to Donald E. Westlake.   

   For an instructive example of the 
holiday spirit, MSSH’s students needn't 
look any further than to our very own 
Golden Girls squad. This year, the Gold-
en Girls  are bringing holiday cheer and 
goodwill to the elderly residents at Fair 
Havens rest home located on Curtiss 
Parkway in Miami Springs. They will also 
be singing Christmas carols and handing 
out presents donated by the Academy of 
Tourism. If you would like to give back to 
your community this month by donating a 
present to either the Ronald McDonald 
house or the Fair Havens retirement 
home, please speak to Ms. Perez by  
Thursday, December 17th.  Presents can 
be simple and inexpensive items such as 
a pair of socks or a card. The spirit of 
Christmas unites us all in celebration, but 
we don’t need to wait for it to demon-
strate love and appreciation. It should be 
a year-round tradition and a state of 
mind.  As writer Agnes M. Pharo stated, 
“What is Christmas? It is tenderness for 
the past, courage for the present, hope 
for the future. It is a fervent wish that 
every cup may overflow with blessings 
rich and eternal, and that every path may 
lead to peace.   
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School News Page 2 

By: Kierra Haywood 

 The school year is almost halfway 
over and for those who plan on continuing 
their education after graduation, it is never 
too early to begin preparing for college/
university. Regardless of which grade you 
are in at the moment, the following tips can  
assist in your preparation for applying to  
the college(s) of your choice and keep you 
on track toward a bright future. 

9th graders 

Freshmen, keep working on your studies, 
and don’t  slack off.  The 2nd nine weeks is 
coming to a close and if you think that it 
doesn’t matter what your grades look like 
now because you still have two quarters left 
- think again! Although you may not be 
aware of it, most colleges look at your en-
tire high school career, from grades 9th 
through 12th.  Establishing a good founda-
tion early on in high school goes a long way 
toward educational success. You have sev-
eral years ahead of you to make your tran-
scripts look dandy. You should even start 
thinking about your area of interest. That 
way, next year, you can choose your elec-
tives according to your interests and future 
career path. Continue volunteering, and 
schedule meetings with counselors to get 
some tips on how to gear yourself up for 
the next few years as they’ll be here before 
you know it! 

10th & 11th graders  

Sophomores, you should have already tak-
en the PSAT, and soon you should be re-
ceiving the results of your test. Make sure 
you thoroughly review your scores, assess 
your  weak points, and make a study plan.  
If you did not take the test, you still have 
time, but you should really go out and buy 
some practice books.  Practice with the 
review tests and an SAT word list.  If you 
do this once you take the SAT, the words 

will not sound unfamiliar to you.  Juniors, 
you should continue to visit colleges, and 
make plans to take the SAT and/or ACT 
test as soon as possible. Senior year is 
right around the corner, and there is no 
time to waste.  This is not the time to pro-
crastinate.   

12th graders 

It’s December already! See how time pass-
es by so quickly? You should have already 
applied to at least 3 colleges. If you have-
n’t, what are you waiting for? You have 
already missed the early decision, and ear-
ly action deadlines for almost every college/
university. Please don’t miss the REGU-
LAR DEADLINE! If you assume that you 
can’t apply to college because you haven’t 
taken the SAT/ACT, and you think that it’s 
too late, stop thinking and start acting! Well, 
not literally, of course, but you can still take 
the SAT. Hurry up though, January will be 
here before you know it, and that’s when 
colleges start closing the deal and it will be 
extremely difficult to get in, or even apply. If 
you miss the registration deadline and late 
registration deadline for the SAT, you can 
still take it! There is  something called 
“stand-by”, in which you arrive at the testing 
site on the testing day, and depending on 
the amount of space and materials availa-
ble you may be able to sit for the test. Of 
course, this option is never recommended 
as there is no guarantee that you will even 
get a chance to take the test, but that’s the 
price you pay when you procrastinate. It will 
cost you an additional $30 on top of the 
regular $45 test fee, but it’s still worth a try 
if you haven’t done anything.  Hopefully, if 
you have been keeping up with this report-
ers advice, there is no need to go this 
route.   

 

College bound: Where to go from here Anchor plays Santa’s Elves 
for Alex’s Lemonade stand to fund research for 
childhood cancer. Through other efforts, the An-
chor club also provides peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches to the homeless. Moreover, they 
have orchestrated a puppet show called Brain-
minders, which teaches kids how to keep their 
“brain” safe. They help fundraise for World Race, 
where a former president of the club goes to 11 
countries, for 11 months to counsel women who 
are abused. Anchor raised money and donated 
necessary house hold items to a place called His 
House, which is a children's shelter.  They’ve 
participated in Brainwalk, a walk for brain related 
diseases. Also, they were recognized for dona-
tions to the troops last year. They donated beef 
jerky, toothpaste, and other necessities. Last year 
with 58 members, Anchor club managed to accu-
mulate 3,603 community service hours and  do-
nated approximately $12,958.70. MSSH is ex-
tremely proud of Anchor club and Mrs. Kathy 
Doyle for their sincere dedication to giving. 

By: Kierra Haywood   
 The holidays are not always happy and 
joyful for everyone, but MSSH’s Anchor club has 
taken it upon themselves to make Christmas spe-
cial for unfortunate children. The Anchor club, 
which is sponsored by Mrs. Kathy Doyle, has 
recently sent 83 shoebox toys to orphanages and 
hospitals in foreign countries, such as India and 
the Ukraine, in addition to some Muslin countries. 
They are currently in the process of wrapping  
toys for pre-k and 1st grade students at several 
schools, including Jesse J. McCrary (previously 
called Little River) and Flamingo Elementary. 
Anchor club has also donated approximately 
$2,000 to these schools for supplies. In a patriotic 
effort, Anchor members sent Christmas cards to 
local veterans as a way of showing their appreci-
ation and support. Aside from just holiday related 
giving, Anchor club members recently delivered 
530 cans of food to Camillus House, organized 
bake sales for Bake America, and sold lemonade 
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Politics Page 3 

By: Grethel Villalobos    
 As many of the Zeitgeist readers may 
know, President Obama recently ordered an 
additional 30,000 U.S. troops be sent to Af-
ghanistan to augment the thousands of U.S. 
troops currently battling the Taliban and Al-
Qaeda forces. With the additional resources, 
Mr. Obama aims to reinforce borders, secure 
major cities and aid troops already stationed in 
Afghanistan. The news was leaked by General 
Stanley McChrystal, Commander in Afghani-
stan, in one of his recent reports. War support-
ers encouraged the plan to send additional sol-
diers, but others criticized Mr. Obama for what 
they believe is a failed tactic.  The White House 
faces  major scrutiny from the majority of the 
American public, which polls indicate do not 
support the war.  Questions remain whether 
30,000 additional troops can secure our victory 
in Afghanistan? Some dissenters in the Obama 
administration stated that an additional 30,000 
troops would be an inefficient strategy, “you 
cannot do an Iraq-style surge. It's totally differ-
ent than Iraq. The strategy is not easily trans-
ferable -- there are unique challenges in Af-
ghanistan,” read the statement. The unique 
challenges and direction of this war remain a 
cloudy issue, but many analysts agree that after 
an eight year military commitment, Afghanistan 
resembles a failed state with a resurgent Tali-
ban.      
 The proposal for sending additional 
troops to Afghanistan has framed President 
Obama’s first full-fledged foreign-policy crisis. 
The dilemma has affected the president’s ap-
proval ratings worldwide, and many refer to this 
war as a potential Vietnam. However, the Presi-
dent’s supporters believe that the comparison is  
misplaced since the major cold war tensions 
tackled by the United States in the 60’s, are not 
of concern today. Current policy leaders deal 
with issues such as an unstable and nuclear-
armed Pakistan, its porous borders with Af-
ghanistan, a lack of democracy, and genocide 
between opposing religious groups. Many 
Americans blame former President Bush for 
many of the current failures found in Afghani-
stan. Tensions within the Middle East erupted 
after the devastating September 11, 2001 at-

tacks, as most Americans demanded justice. The 
country hadn’t experienced such a high level of 
terrorist attacks since Pearl Harbor.  The initial 
invasion hoped to capture Osama Bin Laden, 
establish democracy, and remove the Taliban 
regime in Afghanistan that supported Al-Qaeda. 
This was outlined in the Bush Doctrine, which 
stated that it would not distinguish between ter-
rorist organization and governments that harbor 
them.  The primary attack appeared to have 
overthrown Taliban from power, but they have 
since regained territory. Due to this, Afghanistan 
has experienced resurging threats to its stability 
like an increased Taliban-led insurgent activity, 
record-high levels of illegal drug production, and 
a fragile government.  Many seek justice and 
hope our troops will capture Osama Bin Laden. 
He has kept the fuel burning on the objectives of 
this war. Americans, and most of the world, are 
irritated by his calm demeanor and monk-like 
detachment. Capturing Osama, according to 
many, is essential in ending the war. However, 
he remains at large and is believed to be hiding 
in the tribal belt along the border of Pakistan and 
Afghanistan.  Tracking Bin Laden has become an 
extremely difficult challenge due to his lack of 
electronic use. Many believe, however, that cap-
turing Bin Laden and making him a martyr would 
not serve our interests.  The United States vali-
dates this fear because officials believe that his 
blood could arouse the potential zeal and deter-
mination of his followers. Ultimately, Osama aims 
to ascend into the pantheon of Islamic heroes---a 
Saladin for the 21st century “martyred”--- those 
he calls “the Crusaders.”   
   What lies in the future of 
this war is crucial to the next decisions made by 
the Obama administration. As John McCain stat-
ed, “Success in Afghanistan will emerge, as it did 
in Iraq, when local leaders and citizens are more 
and more able to take responsibility for governing 
and securing their own sovereign country without 
substantial international assistance. This won't 
be perfect or easy, but it will allow America's 
fighting men and women to leave Afghanistan 
with honor, and it will enable Afghans to build a 
better, more peaceful future. That is our goal, 
and we must stay in the fight until it is won.’’  

By: Jemina Richardson   
 Even though plagued by AIDS and pov-
erty, in Malawi, Africa there was a boy who had a 
goal to help his village. Malawi had gone through 
one of the worst famine in 50 years, killing thou-
sands in the process, but William Kamkwamba 
dreamed of powering his village with one of the 
only abundant resources still available - the wind.  
Struggling to survive, a then 14 year old, William, 
was forced to drop out of school because his 
family couldn’t pay the $80 a year school fee. As 
part of the new generation of young Africans who 
refuse to sit and wait for corrupt and incompetent 
governments or foreign aid groups to provide 
help, William decided to take action. William con-
tinued his studies at the local library, coming 
across an old tattered science textbook and saw 
a picture of a wind mill. “I was very interested 
when I saw the windmill could make electricity 
and pump water. I thought that it could be a de-
fense against hunger. Maybe I should build one 
for myself”, said a young Kamkwamba. William 
began to work on his project even with the odds 
stacked against him. He cobbled together pieces 
of spare bicycle parts, a tractor fan blade and old 
shock absorbers, and fashioned blades from 
plastic pipe, flattened by being held over a fire.  
William’s modest goal was to produce electricity 
and to pump water, a luxury for 2% of those who 
can afford it in Malawi, but considered a necessi-
ty among Westerners. In spite of the snickering 
and finger pointing by local villagers, his first 
windmill came to life. Relief fell over him, as the 

blades whirled; a bulb attached to the windmill 
flickered. The finished product consisted of a 
16 foot tall blue-gum wood tree  forming a tow-
er, swaying in the breeze. Soon, the windmills 
multiplied, he was able to generate enough 
electricity to light many bulbs in his family’s 
house, power radios, T.V.s, and charge neigh-
bor’s mobile phones and pump water for villag-
er’s fields and household use. In 2006, William 
appeared in the Daily Times and gained inter-
national fame, he also built a 12 meter windmill 
the same year to catch the wind above the 
trees. A third windmill pumps grey water for 
irrigation. He dreams of producing water wells 
for drilling and pumping water with the aid of 
machines, hoping to make clean water availa-
ble for a greater portion of the Malawi popula-
tion.  Kamkwamba wants Africans to be more 
self-sufficient and resolve problems without 
foreign  intervention. He now is 22 and attends 
school at African Leadership Academy and has 
five windmills, the tallest standing 37 feet. Hav-
ing his story published in the US, The Boy Who 
Harnessed the Wind brought hope and much 
needed change to his country.  William hopes 
for others to do the same. For a generation of 
entrepreneurs, hope and change is what drives 
them, not willing to wait for someone else, and 
realizing placing blame does nothing. Take 
action for yourself, movingwindmills.org is 
where you can go to support them. William 
Kamkwamba has brought a new light to peo-
ple, he has achieved the changed. 

The boy who harnessed the wind 

War and foreign policy in Afghanistan  

By: Brian  Engleman 

 In its attempt to create a well thought out health care bill, Con-
gress is facing a major fight since the bill, in its current form, authorizes 
federally financed abortion, which the majority American public does not 
support.  The latest proposal would maintain the current ban and possi-
bly even extend it to the millions of women who get their insurance pri-
vately. In Congress, this creates problems not only amongst the con-
servative Republicans, but has divided the Democratic Party as well. 
Even in the Democratic Party, the traditional home of pro-choice voters, 
many lawmakers refuse to support government subsidies for abortion, 
which have been banned for decades. Not only is this problem facing 
Washington, but in the latest polls six out of ten Americans favor a ban 
on the use of federal funds for abortion. Also, polls show 46 percent of 
Americans feel that abortion should be legal and 44 percent say they 
are against it. A CNN/Opinion Research corporation survey released 
last month indicates that 61 percent of the public opposes using public 
money for abortions for women who can’t afford the procedure, with 37 
percent in favor of allowing the use of federal funds. These polls state 
the public might also favor legislation that would prevent many women 
from getting their health insurance plan to cover the cost of abortion, 
even if no federal funds are involved.  In addition, by a 51 percent to 45 
percent margin those questioned in the survey think that women who 
get abortions should pay the full costs out of their own pocket, even if 
they have private health insurance, and no federal funds are involved.  
In all of this conflict, our President had a few words to say about abor-
tion in this bill.  In an interview with ABC, President Obama stated, 
“What is a core principle that has been in place for a very long time, 
which is federal dollars not used to subsidize abortions”. But on the oth-
er hand he said, “we want to make sure that we’re not restricting wom-
en’s insurance choice”. What president Obama is calling for is a com-
promise, the one thing that a generation of Americans who support 
abortions or those who oppose it haven’t been willing to do so far.  UP-
DATE: In the latest updates with the health care reform bill, federal 
funds will not go to fund abortion, except for cases such as incest or 
rape.  

Health Care Bill: Abortion Problem 



  

 

Feature 
By: Grethel Villalobos  

 Ms. Kelly, formerly known as 
“Ms. C,” is a wonderful choice as this 
year’s teacher of the year award winner. 
She truly embodies what a teacher of the 
year should be. Ms. Kelly has been teach-
ing intensive reading and first year tourism 
classes at Miami Springs Senior High for 
the past four years. To her students and 
coworkers, she is more than just a teach-
er; she's someone they can confide in. 
Ms. Kelly is one of the leading forces be-
hind the magnet of hospitality and tourism. 
She is also the sponsor for Dance Fusion. 
“I've known her since 9th grade and she's 
like a second mom. She's someone I look 
up to. She's inspired me in so many ways 
and that's why I love her,” stated Dance 
Fusion captain Estefani Lopez. Through-
out the interview, Ms. Kelly discussed 
multiple aspects of her life as an educator 
and her ultimate decision to become a 
high school teacher. Ms. Kelly wanted to 
be a high school guidance counselor 
when she attended Florida International 
University, but she soon realized that her 
impact would be greater in the classroom. 
When asked about her previous career 
choices, she stated that she worked as an 
office manager, handling payroll, taxes, 
and business related ordeals.  According 
to Ms.Kelly, her favorite part of teaching is 
the relationships built with her students, 
which help her learn things about her 
character. She hopes the teaching expo-
sure she’s obtaining will come in handy 
when raising her two children.  When 
asked about her feelings toward teaching, 
she states that she loves her career 
choice. She enjoys teaching students new 
concepts and ideas. She calls the “light 
bulb phase,” the point at which students 
“click” the ideas being taught, the most 
satisfying aspect of being an educator. If 
she could change one aspect of teaching, 
however, she  would change the fact that 
students sometimes have major issues to 
deal with like siblings, money and immi-
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By: Ymaris Tejeda    
 Ms. Sieg has another busy year ahead of 
her. Not only is she preparing her students for com-
petition in the IE’s [individual events] and for Florida 
State, but is also very busy running acting produc-
tions in MSSH’s Little Theater. Just recently she and 
the cast of “Mr. Flannery’s Ocean” went to FTC 
[Florida Theater Conference], where they received all 
Excellency ratings for one act of “Mr. Flannery’s 
Ocean”, and in the “On the Spot” playwriting competi-
tion.  Marianela Soza and Brenda Miranda won first 
place. The cast and Ms. Sieg have been kept busy 
going to different workshops in stage combat and 
drawing to name a few. Also, they just went to individ-
ual event December 3-5, and our drama troop of 
1466 made our school proud. They not only were we 
1 of the 6 schools who won ’Superior’ ratings in one 
acts out of 27 other district schools. Our very own 
Joesph Pino won the all star cast, and Crystal Valdez  
won best actress in the Dade-County thespian one 
act festival. On Thursday, November 19th, Ms. Seig 
played her Excellencies play, “Mr. Flannery’s Ocean.” 
It was spectacular. The cast of the play really pulled it 
off and as usual, Joseph Pino captured Flannery like 
a pro. The characters captivate you in every scene 
whether its the newlyweds, Mr. and Mrs. Morrison 
[played by Jonathon Magilicuty and Brenda Miranda], 
having their first big argument immediately after their 
wedding night to Flannery making a fool of himself 

when he first meets Mrs. Pringle [the sweet, sick 
elderly widow played by Krystal Valdes], to the funny, 
frequent appearances of Maug [the cockney waitress 
at the inn played by Rebecca Richey] always snap-
ping at Flannery. The two young children [Braden 
Harrington and Marianela Soza] who played on the 
beach were just adorable in their convincing British 
accents whenever Flannery called them back from 
‘his’ ocean, and of course, the boss of the hotel was 
Mrs. Klapinton [the very pristine and orderly woman 
played by Shalimar Jackson]. The play was short and 
it passed the time very smoothly. By the time it was 
over, you wished it had never ended. Up coming 
shows in December are scheduled for the 8th   at 
7pm.  They will be performing the yearly Christmas 
show as well. The next day, during both lunches will 
be Wacky Wednesday. On Thursday December 17th 
during both lunches they will be performing lunchtime 
lively arts.      
 Here’s what some of the select audience 
members had to say about Mr. Flannery’s Ocean:    

“Pino was larger than life in his portrayal of Flan-
nery”- Andrew Lazo 

“I laughed, I cried, it became a part of me. Talented 
crew; great job, definitely go see it.”- Pepe Mesa 

“It was actually really good, Becca Richey did awe-
some and Joseph Pino was amazing”- Erik Moorman 

Drama Spotlight 

By: Yessenia Depaz  

 Think of the most valued memories you’ve had in 
high school. Now imagine re-living them everyday, going 
back to that spot you hung out in the morning with you bud-
dies or even looking back and thinking to yourself “we had a 
blast that year”. I bring this up because we have staff, and 
lots of other people that do this on a daily basis. It’s more 
than just coincidence how so many former Miami Springs 
Senior High students come back to work here. Not all of the 
following teachers, or counselors, etc. were the “cool kids”” in 
high school, but you see it doesn’t matter, what matters is 
that they we’re once students,  just like us and more im-
portantly, they have that same pride we do.  So what I did 
was a little digging around to see how our school was “back 
in the day” and what I found was too good to pass up the 
chance to share with all our readers. So in this issue we show 
you what Miami Springs once was and now is. 

 

Walter Fajet  

Age-36 

Class of 1991 

What do you do or teach 
at this school? Reading 
coach- work with teach-
ers and students to help 
provide good reading 
instructions. 

What were your class 
colors? Green & fuchsia. 

What was your favorite 
subject? Drama. 

How has the school 
changed since you grad-
uated? Open campus, we could go out for lunch, no uniforms, 
no FCAT, we had HSCT, which was a bit easier.  You could 
come to summer school and get ahead in credits. 

gration status that may hinder their aca-
demic performance. Former students de-
scribe her teaching style as unique, and 
her hands-on-approach makes them feel 
involved. She eases the hardships of the 
curriculum in innovative ways that are not 
typical of other teachers.   
 MSSHS’ Rookie Teacher of the 
Year is Ms. Cabrera. If you don’t know 
about Ms. Cabrera she has been teaching 
at MSSHS for three years. Mrs. Cabrera is 
in charge of yearbook, and teaches 10th 
grade English and also teaches marketing 
to seniors for the Academy of Hospitality 
and Tourism students.  Her favorite sub-
ject when she was in school was English, 
and least favorite was math. An inspira-
tional quote she goes by, and is posted up 
in her classroom wall, is by T. S. Eliot ‘The 
journey not the arrival matters’. Her favor-
ite show is Madmen and favorite movie is 
the Shawshank Redemption.  When 
asked what she did before teaching and 
what got her into teaching her response 
was working in advertising, and decided 
for a change in careers. Her favorite part 
of teaching is the students and her meth-
ods of hands to teaching builds a strong 
bond between her and the students.  Ms. 
Cabrera describes it as a little world within 
a world. It’s a personal experience for her 
getting to know the students in a comforta-
ble atmosphere, and she hopes the stu-
dents will learn about themselves in the 
process.  Ms. Cabrera’s student’s alternat-
ing refer to her by Miss or Ms. C. ‘She 
cares about us’, according to student 
Javier Gonzalez-Lima who describes Ms. 
Cabrera’s relationship with the students 
and how they see her as a person, not 
only as a teacher. When asked what in-
spires our rookie teacher, she responded 
the class because it can’t start without her 
and the kids are funny, sometimes. Also, 
there’s always something new happening 
around the school every day. Ms. Cabrera 
also added its fun to work with kids who 
are talented already.  

Daniel Mathis 

Age-29 

Class of 1998 

What do you do or teach 
at this school? I’m a sci-
ence teacher, assistant 
football coach and head 
track & field coach. 

What were your class col-
ors? I think that it was 
green & black. 

What was your favorite 
subject? Math. 

How has the school changed since you graduated? 

1998 - open campus, no uniforms, 4,500 students, HSCT 
(high school competency test), lockers in the hallways, no 
softball field on campus. 

Current - Closed campus, uniforms enforced, 2,000 students, 
FCAT (Florida Comprehensive Achievement Test), no lockers 
in hallways.  

Barbara Martinez 

Age-36 

Class of 1991 

What do you do or teach at 
this school? CAP Advisor. 

What were your class col-
ors? Black, white, emerald 
Green. 

What was your favorite 
subject?  Weight training & 
business classes. 

How has the school changed since you graduated? 

-no lockers in the hallway (miss them), no red gates in the 
hallways (I don’t like them), no trees in the front of the school 
(where are the trees?) 

Teacher and Rookie Teacher of the Year 

Alejandro B. Pacheco 

Age-43 

Class of 1984 

What do you do or teach at this 
school? I teach math.  Masters 
in secondary math and head 
football coach. 

What were your class colors? 
Garnett and gold.  

What was your favorite subject? 
Social studies. 

How has the school changed 
since you graduated? We could 
leave for lunch, there was no 
Fence. Science wing was not there , no portables and Ms. Davis, 
Mr. Randolph, Ms. Brown are still here.  

 

Rosamelia Gonzalez Aguila  

Age-37 

Class of 1991 

What do you do or teach at this 
school? Guidance counselor for 
a-c 10 and 11 and all ESOL/ 
student services chair. 

What were your class colors? 
Ted green & black. 

What was your favorite sub-
ject? Math, Language Arts, 
Spanish. 

How has the school changed 
since you graduated?       
1991- lockers in the hallways, 
open campus, we could go out for lunch, we had 7 periods a day, 
we had study hall that was a great help for kids that needed it.   

 

Flashback: Teachers remember old times 
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Are you ready? 
By: Amanda Plasencia 

For teenagers across America, 
getting your drivers license is a huge step 
to becoming independent. You’re stepping 
into adulthood, a new world where you’re 
in control of your own actions and the 
consequences of your actions. You don’t 
have to rely on your parent’s and you can 
basically make many of your own deci-
sions. Nowadays, teenagers are known 
for their enduringness and their rampage. 
This news got the various state legisla-
tures’ thinking. A few of the suggestions 
involved amending the teenage driving 
code, raising the age limit thresholds and 
creating curfews. 

 A new law went into affect on 
July 1st, which allows juvenile courts to 
suspend the driver’s licenses of minors 
that have 10 or more unexcused, consec-
utive absences from school. However, the 
judge gets to decide the length of time the 
particular driver’s license would be sus-
pended, until the minor turns eighteen. 
Minors that have withdrawn from school 
or have transferred are the only excep-
tions.  

 What happens if you decide to go 
ahead and drive after your license has 
been suspended? You’ll be guilty of a 
class 1 misdemeanor, which includes a 
fine of up to  $2,500 and even the possi-
bility of a year of jail time. If you lose your 
driving privilege, the court may supply you 
with a restricted license, but only under a 
few circumstances. You must be em-
ployed at least four hours a day/20 hours 
a week, have a medical condition which 
requires you to drive, or be the only mem-
ber of your household with a drivers li-
cense. Some people think that this law  is 
aimed solely at punishing teens.  Others 
believe it should be left to the parents and 
not the government to decide the punish-
ment for minors caught skipping school. 

 Everybody knows the feeling of 
having to wake up early in the morning 
and have a million thoughts of what’s go-
ing to happen that day and about every-
thing that they have to do. Face it teens, 
this is just a part of everyday life. Hurry up 
and get to school, it will only help you 
achieve success over the long run and 
you won’t have to worry about having one 
of your main privileges taken away. 

By: Molly Poorman and Sharlimar Jackson 
 It’s that time of year again! Time to 
break out this season’s hottest new trends! 
Follow this guide to fashion sense and  leave 
your summer trends behind while embracing 
this winter’s newest styles. Trust us, we have 
done the research for you, so don’t fret  we 
won’t let you down!  For all the young men 
who love to rock those white tee’s and jean 
shorts, it’s time to move those summer styles 
to the back of the closet and get re-acquainted 
with your winter wardrobe. So pull out this 
season’s newest must-haves!  Due to the fact 
that we live in tropical South Florida, there is 
no need to worry about fur coats or down-filled 
parkas. The light and always chic Cardigan 
will be perfect for our cool winter climate. It’s 
time to forget about those trendy G-SHOCKS 
and start rocking Diesel’s most fierce, new 
watches.    
 Also, remember boys, you don’t need 
to overdue anything this season. All you need 
is a pair of fitted jeans, a casual sweater, nice 
sneakers or maybe even a pair of timberland 
boots all put together with your new Diesel 
watch. Ladies, while fall is giving way to win-
ter’s cool breezes, its taking those last season 
high wasted shorts with it.  Winter is quickly 
coming around the corner with Marc Jacobs 
new sexy over the knee boots collection, not 
too far behind. The new leather jacket seems 
to be making the biggest impact on our winter 
styles, as black and burgundy are the colors 
we’re seeing eve-
rywhere this sea-
son.  A cute fedo-
ra, a nice of pair of 
leggings and sleek 
blazer is all you 
need to complete 
your winter style.  

By: Daniel Tilton 

 As students in today’s modern world, 
a convenient mode of transportation is becom-
ing more and more of a necessity. In times 
past, such as during the Stone Age when 
most of our parents grew up, cars weren’t 
really as necessary as they are today. Back 
then, bicycles and city buses proved a more 
economically efficient mode of transportation 
over cars. In today’s world, cars are proving to 
be more convenient, cheaper, and even safer.  
Many parents would like to make the argu-
ment that cars are unsafe when a teen is be-
hind the wheel.  While the statistics prove that 
there might be some truth in that statement,  
when treated with respect and a good amount 
of responsibility, cars are much safer than any 
other vehicle; especially with today’s strict 
government safety standards.   
 Imagine riding on a bus late at night 
through a shady part of town with equally 
shady passengers sharing the bus with you. 
Owning a car would keep you safe from that 
type of situation and countless others.  Be-
sides safety, about the biggest concern of 
most parents is none other than the cost. To 
help your parents out, and to further persuade 
them into buying you a car, a good idea would 
be to get a job a few months prior to buying 
one so that you can help your parents finan-
cially. So to aid my fellow students in their 
quests for their memorable first car, I’ve com-
piled a list of the top 5 best 2009 student cars 
courtesy of autotropolis.com based on afford-
ability, gasoline mpg (miles per gallon), han-
dling and safety. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2009 Honda Civic Coupe - “Top Safety Pick” 

MSRP: $15,305 

MPG: 26 City/34 HWY 

The Honda Civic is probably one of the best 
known sedans in the world. Known for its reli-
ability, handling, and great price. It has proven 
itself time and time again. Despite the popular 
“grandma’s car” notion, the civic coupe offers 
a more trendy “cool” look  than the standard 
civic without sacrificing fuel efficiency or per-
formance. 

 
 

 

 

 

2009 Chevy Aveo 

MSRP: $11,965 

MPG: 27 City/ 34 HWY 

The all new 2009 Chevy Aveo is the compa-
ny’s ‘entry-level’ car. The Aveo is available in 
either the more generic looking sedan or a 
slightly sportier 5 door wagon. Though the 09’ 
model has undergone changes to both its 
interior and exterior, critics agree that the 
changes are minimal and rather boring. Be-
cause styling proves influential for teenagers, 
the more style-conscious drivers might want to 
look elsewhere.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2009 Pontiac G3 

MSRP: $14,355 

MPG: 27 City/ 34 HWY 

The 2009 Pontiac G3 is GM’s new ‘entry-level’ 
vehicle for the U.S market. The new G3 offers 
the sporty, four-door hatchback look that ap-
peals to both young and old. Its small sub-
compact design mixed in with easy handling 
and great fuel economy make this a great car 
for the modern, style-conscious student.  

 

 

 

 

 

2009 Toyota Yaris 

MSRP: $12,205  

MPG: City 29/ 36 HWY 

The 2009 Toyota Yaris is available in many 
different models and variations. For example, 
Toyota gives you the option of a trendy hatch-
back or sedan, with either automatic or manual 
transmission. The Yaris is Toyota’s smallest 
model making it a great first car as it is easy to 
handle. Despite its compact small design, the 
Yaris boasts the option of including both frontal 
airbags, and side curtain airbags making it a 
rather safe vehicle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2009 Toyota Matrix 

MSRP: $16,290  

MPG: City 26/ 32 HWY 

Probably the most notable change in the newly 
redesigned Toyota Matrix is its body work. 
Though it’s the same size as its predecessor, 
the styling most notably on the front bumper 
has undergone a makeover. Performance 
wise, the new Matrix is slightly more powerful 
than its’ older brother sporting 132-hp 1.82 liter 
engine. The Matrix also has two other sportier 
versions, S and XRS models, which are both 
more powerful than the base line Matrix flaunt-
ing a 158-hp 2.4 liter engine. 

 

Images courtesy of Bing.com 

Winter Fashion Trends 

What car should I really purchase? 
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disliked by many, but after a line up change and 
name change pretty much becoming a new 
band, we came out on top proving everyone 
wrong. 

What’s your favorite song to play live? My 
personal song I love to play is a song we have 
titled “You're an Angel.” 

What inspires you to write the lyrics to your 
songs? Daily problems we go through in our 
everyday life. 

Are their any messages you try to spread 
with your music? We try to spread good mes-
sages through our music we aren't the type of 
guys who would write meaningless negative 
messages through our music 

How does your music differ from the music 
of other local bands? Our music is different 
from other bands music in the sense that we try 
to connect with our listeners through our writing 
and we all revolve around the field of positive 
energy and we hope to share that positive ener-
gy with our fans as well. 

Where are some places where we can catch 
you playing? Well you can catch us playing in 
your local music venue we like to play at differ-
ent types of events from a house party to a local 
show. 

What do you hope to come in the future? We 
hope to have a bigger fanbase and play way 
more shows get more well known and have 
more fun. 

Genre: Hardcore/Metal/Ambient              
Daryl - Guitar/Clean Vocals  
Carlos - Guitar/Temp Vocals                  
Joel - Drums                
Lucho - Bass 

http://www.myspace.com/callingallsirensflw 

Artist Spotlight: 

By: Amanda Placensia  

 Up and coming local band “Calling All 
Sirens” have a new name, and a few lineup 
changes. Their songs have meaning, and not just 
the generic meaningless songs you hear from 
other bands these days. They are sweet guys 
and want you, the listeners, to have a special 
band to listener relationship. If you have been 
trying to find a band, or new music to listen to, 
The Calling Sirens may be your calling to your 
new favorite band.    

There’s been tons of confusion, you used to 
be known for being “Blind Fold”, and you still 
have the same band members, but just a dif-
ferent name? Yes, all we did was change our 
name and had a line up change to start off a new 
a band. 

What is the meaning behind your first single, 
“Blind Guys with Folded Ties”?Blind guys with 
folded ties is about when we first started we were 

Animus has resulted in a "bleeding effect"; he 
assimilates his ancestor's traits and abilities. 
Altaïr's eagle vision allows Desmond to see 
the writing that has been washed away. Lucy 
Stillman suddenly arrives at Desmond's con-
finements, and quickly ushers him into the 
Animus. Desmond briefly experiences the 
birth of his ancestor, Ezio Auditore da Firen-
ze, while Lucy makes a copy of the Animus' 
memory. The two then proceed to escape 
Abstergo, to one of the Assassins' hideouts. 
After being introduced to fellow modern As-
sassins Shaun and Rebecca, Lucy explains 
that with their numbers dwindling, they re-
quire Desmond to assist them by becoming 
an Assassin. In order to do so, Lucy intends 
to train Desmond by exploiting the Animus' 
bleeding effect, by absorbing years of experi-
ence within days. The Assassins have copied 
and created their own version of the Animus, 
labeled the Animus 2.0, and Desmond pro-
ceeds to enter Ezio's memories.   
  Acclaimed for its originality, 
Assassin’s Creed II 
promises to be an 
amazing gaming experi-
ence. For those of you 
who have always want-
ed to visit the historical 
Italian cities that are 
accessible within the 
game are now able to 
receive the next best 
thing, All areas are ren-
dered almost identical to 
their real life counter 
parts. The franchise is 
known for its accurate 
structure and story-
telling aside from what 
of the story they skew to 
their own design to give 
you something to think 
about. Incidentally at the 
end of every game it 
leaves you wondering 
“What if?” and “What’s 
next?” 

By: Raydel Jimenez 

 Assassin's Creed II takes place in an 
open world with nonlinear gameplay, allowing 
the player to free roam within several regions 
throughout late 15th century Italy, such as 
Venice, Florence, and the Tuscan country-
side. A new version of the Animus is used in 
the game, providing in-game context for 
changes and additions to several game ele-
ments. A database is available, providing 
extra historical information about key land-
marks, characters and services that the play-
er encounters. The main plot arc of the series 
revolves around a former assassin trainee 
named Desmond Miles as he is captured by 
mega corporation Abstergo Industries. By 
using a device known as the Animus, Des-
mond is forced to relive his ancestor’s memo-
ries, who were all assassins, in order to re-
cover a number of artifacts, called the "Pieces 
of Eden" for Abstergo. Assassination targets 
are almost all derived from real-life historical 
figures, although the timelines for their lives 
and causes of death have been changed to 
suit the games' plot.  The game continues 
shortly after the events of Assassin's Creed, 
where Desmond Miles is observing the cryptic 
messages written in blood, on his bedroom 
wall. Desmond's prolonged exposure to the 

read the series, or wait until Eclipse comes out to 
skip the first two choices. The direction the new 
director went was impressive showing small details 
that foreshadow future events.  Jacob is the kind of 
guy you would want Bella to end up with. He was 
there for her the whole time the Cullen family left 
Bella, including Edward. Jacob and Bella became 
real close and it made Bella almost forget that 
Edward left. Jacob filled the void in Bella’s heart 
the day Edward vanished leaving Bella heartbro-
ken. For months she was depressed and won-
dered why Edward would leave her the way he did. 
 The chemistry Bella shared with Edward 
was there, but it seemed awkward and scripted. 
Between Bella and Jacob, it had more life and 
throughout New Moon Jacob wasn’t afraid of 
showing Bella how he really felt about her. Edward 
feels the same way about Bella, except he’s a 
vampire and can’t resist her and it’s a struggle for 
him every time he’s around her. Edward loves 
Bella, but he shows it a lot differently than Jacob. 
Their love for Bella is strong but different. Jacob is 
more open and shows how he truly feels about 
Bella. Edward is more reserved and doesn’t like 
pouring out his feelings on the table ever chance 
he gets to.  Edward’s motives about Bella are im-
pulsive, for example, when Edward thought Bella 
was dead and he tried to ask the Volturi in Rome 
to kill him, but they refused because they thought 
his gifts were too valuable to be destroyed so easi-
ly. When that plan failed him he was going to show 
himself in the sunlight. When any vampire reveals 
their skin in the sunlight they ‘sparkle’. The acting 
was mediocre and it seemed like New Moon was 
more of a basic cable kind of movie to watch. The 
writers and the director tried to make the movie 
like the book it seemed as though the acting got 
lost in the process. There was a few chuckle mo-
ments in the movie, and the scenes between Ed-
ward and Bella lacked a lot of passion and energy 
and because of that I lost the lines they were say-
ing to each other. Scenes between Jacob and 
Bella were more intimate than those of Edward 
and her. Jacob nailed his lines and conveyed 
many emotions wherever needed, and his energy 
made up for Bella’s.     
 The ending was a real treat, every event 
that led up to the point where Bella will have to be 
turned into a vampire, the love triangle between 
Edward, Bella, and Jacob. The last question that 
Edward asked Bella left the audience at the edge 
of their seats wishing the movie it didn’t have to 
end yet. It was the perfect cliffhanger to go into the 
third movie. Good news is that you don’t have to 
wait too long for Eclipse to come. The release for 
Eclipse is June 30, 2010.  

Game Review:  

By: Ymaris Tejeda   
 The biggest movie box office opening of 
2009 is the Twilight Saga: New Moon. Opening 
weekend made 140 million dollar and that is twice 
as much as Twilight made when it was opening 
weekend. New moon has made already almost 
215 million dollars in the box office, but is the mov-
ie as impressive as its numbers? Obviously Twi-
light disappointed many fans. The plot of this 
whole film starts off with was when it was Bella’s 
birthday and she got a paper cut, and that drove 
Jasper into a frenzy .After that Edward and his 
family left Forks right after Bella’s birthday. Bella 
didn’t how to live with herself and realized if she 
did anything reckless that the image of Edward 
would come into her mind, and his voice telling her 
to stop. After realizing that she can’t wallow in self 
pity anymore she decided to start living her life 
again, and became best friends with Jacob. Then 
Jacob stops talking to Bella and she’s hurt all over 
again, and then she realizes that Victoria, the red 
headed vampire was after Bella for revenge. Since 
the Cullen’s were gone Bella had no one to protect 
her from a crazed vampire she felt alone again, 
until she finds out why Jacob was avoiding her. 
She finds out he’s a werewolf, and then her feel-
ings are all mixed up again for Edward and Jacob.
 The plot goes into an even bigger twist 
when Edward thinks Bella is dead! Impulsively 
Bella and Alice go to Rome to stop Edward and 
show him that Bella is alive, and it was all a misun-
derstanding. In Rome Bella meets the Vulturi and 
they tell her she either has to be killed or turned 
into one of them. These are all eye raising plot 
twists, but not as bad the two revealed at the end. I 
can’t reveal anymore than that, because I have 
said too much about the story. What you can do to 
know what does happen is to watch the movie, 

Assassin’s Creed II 

Photo: www.myspace.com/callingallsirensflw 
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Upcoming  Movies: 
By: Ymaris Tejeda    

 Winter break is a fun mini-vacation away 
from school. Away from all the lecturing teachers, 
annoying classmates, and waking up early in the 
morning. Spending your holidays somewhere out of 
town or even at your house is always fun, and gets 
your mind off things.  Hanging out with friends, stay-
ing up all night, waking up late, not worrying at all 
about schoolwork being due the next, and even do-
ing things you wouldn’t be able to do because of 
school taking a big chuck of your day. That’s the 
whole bright side of winter break, but it has a dark 
side. The biggest dark side of winter break is being 
bored at home or with your friends and not knowing 
the next thing to do. Good news, is that a pretty pro-
ductive alternative to kill boredom is to watch mov-
ies. They’re a great way to have quality time with the 
family, kill time, and a perfect excuse to leave your 
house for a few hours.  

 

Upcoming movie releases: 

December 11 

- Invictus 

- Avatar  

- Did You Hear About the Morgans?   

December 23 

- Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Squeakuel   

December 25 

- It's Complicated  

- Sherlock Holmes   

Movie releases for the coming 

year: 

January 8 

- Crazy on the Outside  

- Daybreakers  

- Leap Year  

- Youth in Revolt   

January 22 

- Extraordinary Measures  

- Legion  

- Tooth Fairy   

January 15 

- The Book of Eli  

- Fish Tank (limited) 

- Hoodwinked Too! Hood vs. Evil  

- The Spy Next Door   

January 29 

- After Dark Horrorfest 4  

- Edge of Darkness  

- When in Rome   

February 5 

- Dear John  

- From Paris With Love  
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	read the series, or wait until Eclipse comes out to skip the first two choices. The direction the new director went was impressive showing small details that foreshadow future events.  Jacob is the kind of guy you would want Bella to end up with. He was there for her the whole time the Cullen family left Bella, including Edward. Jacob and Bella became real close and it made Bella almost forget that Edward left. Jacob filled the void in Bella’s heart the day Edward vanished leaving Bella heartbroken. For months she was depressed and wondered why Edward would leave her the way he did. 	The chemistry Bella shared with Edward was there, but it seemed awkward and scripted. Between Bella and Jacob, it had more life and throughout New Moon Jacob wasn’t afraid of showing Bella how he really felt about her. Edward feels the same way about Bella, except he’s a vampire and can’t resist her and it’s a struggle for him every time he’s around her. Edward loves Bella, but he shows it a lot differently than Jacob. Their love for Bella is strong but different. Jacob is more open and shows how he truly feels about Bella. Edward is more reserved and doesn’t like pouring out his feelings on the table ever chance he gets to.  Edward’s motives about Bella are impulsive, for example, when Edward thought Bella was dead and he tried to ask the Volturi in Rome to kill him, but they refused because they thought his gifts were too valuable to be destroyed so easily. When that plan failed him he was going to show himself in the sunlight. When any vampire reveals their skin in the sunlight they ‘sparkle’. The acting was mediocre and it seemed like New Moon was more of a basic cable kind of movie to watch. The writers and the director tried to make the movie like the book it seemed as though the acting got lost in the process. There was a few chuckle moments in the movie, and the scenes between Edward and Bella lacked a lot of passion and energy and because of that I lost the lines they were saying to each other. Scenes between Jacob and Bella were more intimate than those of Edward and her. Jacob nailed his lines and conveyed many emotions wherever needed, and his energy made up for Bella’s.  				The ending was a real treat, every event that led up to the point where Bella will have to be turned into a vampire, the love triangle between Edward, Bella, and Jacob. The last question that Edward asked Bella left the audience at the edge of their seats wishing the movie it didn’t have to end yet. It was the perfect cliffhanger to go into the third movie. Good news is that you don’t have to wait too long for Eclipse to come. The release for Eclipse is June 30, 2010. 
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