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MSSH students visit with Holocaust survivor 
By: Gregory Baker 

 On April 17th, Miami 
Springs Senior High held a pres-
entation on the Holocaust for 
selected 10th grade classes in the 
Media Center. The event was 
organized by Ms. Latoni., Lan-
guage Arts Dept. Chair.  Our 
guest speaker was Mr. Peter Tar-
jan, a Holocaust survivor.  Mr. 
Tarjan spoke about World War II 
and shared his personal experi-
ences with the group. For many 
students, it was very emotional  
to listen to the detailed descrip-
tions of such a horrific time in 
history.  Overcoming great ad-
versity, Mr. Tarjan ultimately 
migrated to the United States and 
is now a Professor at the Univer-
sity of Miami.   
 Peter Tarjan grew up in 
Hungary of Jewish descent, 
which automatically created 
problems for him and his family 
during World War II.  Through-
out his youth, Mr. Tarjan suf-
fered countless acts of discrimi-
nation. During Hitler’s rule, the 
entire Jewish population living 

under Nazi party control was  
forced to suffer daily humilia-
tions such as wearing the Star of 
David for identification pur-
poses, migration into Jewish- 
only ghettos, and ultimately 
stripped of their possessions and 
lives. 

 Mr. Tarjan was perse-
cuted and finally separated from 
his mother and father at an early 
age.  Both parents were sent to 
different concentration camps.  
Sadly enough, he was never able 
to be reunited with his family.  
Years later, thanks to the Red 
Cross, he was able to track the 
camps whereabouts and the exact 
path each parent took.  Mr. Tar-
jan was forced to hide with 
friends to avoid being captured 
by the Gestapo. He was only 15 
years of age.   
 After World War II, Pe-
ter Tarjan migrated to The 
United States in hopes of gaining 
the freedom he had never experi-
enced during his adolescent 
years. Tarjan entered the U.S. 
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Swine Flu: Staying safe 
By: Gisella Lofredo   

 On April 13, 2009, the A/
H1N1 flu (Swine Flu) was terroriz-
ing North America.  The very first 
case of Swine Flu is said to have 
originated in Mexico, a four year old 
boy contracted the disease from a 
nearby pig farm. Thankfully, the boy 
survived. It is presumed that from 
there, the disease spread to the 
United States, Canada, and many 
European countries. On April 24, 
2009, the U.S. Government con-
firmed its first seven cases of Swine 
Flu (five in California and two in 
Texas).  To date, approximately 40 
countries have officially confirmed 
9,830 cases and 79 fatalities.  
 As of May 2009, 46 states 
have reported cases of Swine Flu.  
Florida currently has 65 confirmed 
cases. In the mists of this pandemic, 
Broward Country Schools reported 
it’s first case in Hallandale High 
School on or about May 1, 2009, a 
17 year old girl who was confirmed 
with the disease days later. That 
same week, Miami-Dade Public 
Schools reported that Doral Acad-
emy Charter Middle and High school 
were closed awaiting results on a 13 
year old student had been infected. 

 It is difficult to write this 
article without thinking about our 
very own Erick Galarraga who suf-
fered from this infectious disease.  
Erick left MSSH in the beginning of 
the second semester, prior to devel-
oping this disease.  According to 
Erick, on May 1, 2009, he contracted    
Swine Flu from a small child.  “I felt 
as if I had a stomach virus. “The first 
two days were horrible, I ached as if 
I had just ran a marathon.“My body 
was exhausted, and I had no desire to 
eat, not even my favorite cereal,” 
stated Erick. 

 Swine Flu presents symp-
toms similar to the symptoms of the 
seasonal flu (fever, cough, sore 
throat, stuffy or runny nose, body 
aches, headaches, chills & fatigues).  
Therefore, it can be prevented if one 
takes appropriate action.  Here are 
some tips that can help you to stay 
healthy: 

• Cover your nose and mouth with 
a tissue when you cough or 
sneeze. Throw the tissue in the 
trash after you use it.  

• Wash your hands often with soap 
and water, especially after you 
cough or sneeze. Alcohol-based 

hand cleaners are also effective. 
(**recommended: 15-20 sec un-
der warm water) 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose 
or mouth. Germs spread this way.  

• Try to avoid close contact with 
sick people.  (Although you can-
not contract the disease by 
merely passing someone on the 
street, the chances become more 
likely if you are in close prox-
imity to an infected individual 
within close quarters for an ex-
tended period of time.) 

• Stay home if you are sick for 7 
days after your symptoms begin 
or until you have been symptom-
free for 24 hours, whichever is 
longer. This is to keep from in-
fecting others and spreading the 
virus further.  

For more information on Swine Flu 
go to www.healthyfellow.com/223/
swine-flu-prevention 
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Memories 
By: Ashley Sims  
 The week seniors have been 
waiting for all year finally arrived.  The 
yearly tradition saw Seniors participating 
in a week filled with  games, activities 
and school spirit during the much antici-
pated Senior Week that took place the 
week of April 20, 2009.  

Monday, April 20th , was Nerd 
Day. Every which way you looked, you 
saw either an Ugly Betty or Steve Urkel 
look-a-like, and the good thing was that 
no one got beat up! Senior Jenny DiGia-
camo stated to this reporter “ Nerd Day 
was my favorite day because everyone 
looked so funny and I whopped my 
friends at Yu-Gi-Oh.”   
 Tuesday’s Twin day was another 
blast. Hopefully, no one suffered  dizzy 
spells from seeing double. Tuesday after-
noon was Senior Pig Out. Ricky Gon-
zalez won the bobbing for apples contest, 
Karla Delgado came in first in the 
Chubby Bunny contest, Mayra Cuello 
won the whistle while you work contest, 
Rachel Perez and Joel Duran finished 
first in the banana eating contest, Sherry 
Vaquero and Jessenia Valido tied Lauren 
Lob and Alejandra Gomez for first in the 
baby food contest. Jules Cabezas won the 
pie eating contest. The most thrilling 
competition was saved for last. Armando 
Guerrero won the Fear Factor contest by 
chugging a blended happy meal.  
 Wednesday was Animal Day and 
most of the school witnessed Seniors 
dressed in all manners of animal cos-
tumes from cute kittens to ferocious 
dogs. Thursday, was College Day. “I 
liked College Day because I got to wear 
my favorite university attire and see 
where everyone was going,” said Raj 
Prabhakar.    
 Thursday was also Senior Field 
Day.  Seniors had the opportunity to re-
live their Elementary years by participat-
ing in several thrilling games such as tug-
of-war, three legged race and Potato sack 
race. “Field Day was a blast,” stated 
Alana Whitlock. Senior, Tania Baluja 
wished the girls in the obstacle course 
would have won; although, she had a lot 
of fun in the slip and slide. 
 Friday was different this year, 
instead of wearing the typical Garnet and 
Gold, the seniors dressed in this year’s 
Senior colors.  Capping off the weeklong 
festivities was the senior pep rally, which 
was held on Friday afternoon during 5th 
and 6th periods where the seniors 
unleashed their boundless excitement and 
enthusiasm. Jules Cabezas expressed his 
approval by stating, “The pep rally was 
the highlight of the week. I sang “Pocket 
Full of Sunshine” and tore it up because I 
have the best voice, by far.” Raj Prab-
hakar commented that it was the best pep 
rally he’d ever been to, while Stefany 
Serna LOVED Hank the Hawk. In clos-
ing, Senior Francis Aguilar summed it up 
best when describing the Senior Week 
experience by stating, “Senior week was 
the greatest! It was much better than 
what I expected as an underclassman. All 
the seniors dressed up and showed off 
their spirit. It’s something I’ll never for-
get. ” 

through Ellis Island in New York. He 
then moved to Miami were he at-
tended college and received a PhD in 
Biomedical Engineering. We can 
safely say that we are the last genera-
tion to be able to witness and speak 
with an actual survivor of perhaps the 
most devastating event in the history 
of mankind. Peter Tarjan is a prime 
example of how people overcome 
incredible odds, baring witness that 
after a dark night, a brighter day will 
follow.  This experience was enrich-
ing to the students and the teachers 
who attended the talk.  As stated  by 
Ms. Madruga, “we live in a multicul-
tural and ethnically diversified com-
munity and it is our responsibility as 
teachers to combat injustice by edu-
cating our students to the dangers of  
prejudice while keeping alive the au-
thentic memory of the Holocaust.”  
On behalf of the students of MSSH, 
this reporter would like to extend our 
thanks to Ms. Latoni, Ms. Madruga, 
and Mr. Peter Tarjan for their dedica-
tion and professionalism. 

MSSH students visit with 
Holocaust survivor 

By: Tatiana Bendross  

 Underclassmen Anny Rodriguez 
(Secretary of Medical Hawks) and Stepha-
nie Berrios (Historian) were finalist for rec-
ognition as health care heroes. The winner, 
Stephanie Berrios received a $1,000 award 
and Anny Rodriguez received a $500 award  
from the Greater Miami Chamber of Com-
merce Youth Volunteers. Mrs.  Icaza nomi-
nated them for excessive hours and their 
involvement in the medical community. 
Berrios alone completed 700 hours of com-
munity service volunteering at Jackson Me-
morial Hospital and Palmetto General Hos-
pital. Rodriguez contributed approximately  
190 hours of community service at Bascom 
Palmer Eye Institute.  She volunteered an 
additional 56 hours in the research lab at 
U.M.  Each girl has achieved more than the 
required hours to graduate. On May 14, 
2009, both girls attended a luncheon held at 
Jungle Island along with another finalist 
from another school, where the winner was  
announced.  This is the second consecutive 
year that  Miami Springs Sr. High has had a  
finalists for the health care heroes award.   

Medical Heroes 

Congratulations Dance Fusion for obtaining 1st 
Place and Superior at Show Stoppers Competition 

Senior Week 
By: Daniella Cordoves and Elise Mesa 

 The 2008-2009 school year has 
been a memorable year for many of the 
students that roamed the halls of Miami 
Springs Senior High. This year, we wel-
comed a new member to our Golden 
Hawk family, Principal Thomas P. Ennis 
and finally inaugurated our newly reno-
vated gymnasium and auditorium. Our 
new principal strived for excellence, 
pushing us to be “life-long learners” in 
conjunction with our school’s mission 
and vision statement.    
 This year classes started three 
days later courtesy of Hurricane Gustav. 
For the incoming freshmen, their first day 
of school was “different but it wasn’t 
scary”, according to freshman Lauren 
Rego.  Senior breakfast took place in 
The Rusty Pelican, and this year’s theme 
was “Finding Never land.”  A ventrilo-
quist act was the highlight of the morn-
ing.   “Senior breakfast was a fun day, 
and it started our senior activities,” stated 
Ana  Arce. Following the Senior Break-
fast, was Homecoming week. It included 
several different themes such as, blast 
from the past, villain day, celebrity day, 
and garnet and gold.  With a successful 
football game against Ronald Reagan, 
and the dance, Homecoming Week, “was 
a blast” according to Sophomore, Paul 
Alcantara.        

 After the initial festivities, the 
school settled down and commenced rigor-
ous  preparation for FCAT testing. For the 
Freshmen and Sophomores, these were 
two long, grueling days while the passing 
Juniors and Seniors were out visiting col-
leges. March madness bought the faculty 
basketball game which was held in our 
new gymnasium.  For many, this was the 
first time entering the facilities since it’s 
renovation.  The two rivaling teams were 
garnet and gold. The garnet team claimed 
victory by one point. The school’s first 
official pep rally was held shortly follow-
ing the game, making it the second activity 
held in the gym. This was the perfect op-
portunity for the student population to dis-
play their school spirit.  
 As the school year comes to a 
close, “Senioritis” quickly takes over our 
graduating class.  Senior activities such as 
the trip to GradBash, Senior Week,  Prom, 
and Graduation remind us that we will 
soon say farewell.  In just a few short days, 
our Seniors are embarking on a new jour-
ney, leaving behind countless memories 
for us to cherish.  Many are traveling to 
out-of-state universities, while others are 
staying closer to home. Whichever the 
case may be, and no matter how far you 
travel, you remain a Golden Hawk.   
 And like every other year, we 
must say goodbye to our seniors and wel-
come our newest freshmen.  

 
Congratulations  

Kristine Fernandez 
for winning the 
Golden Hawk 

Award. 
We love you Kristy, 

Oh, yes we do! 
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By: Tiffany Garcia 

 On May 1st, 2009, seniors were excited 
to be called down to the gym to begin Grad 
Bash festivities. After being checked and 
signed in, the class of 2009 was ready to begin 
the adventure. Six buses departed MSSH and 
traveled north to Universal Studios.  After 
stopping for a quick bite to eat, we were once 
again ushered into our respective buses for the 
remainder of the trip.  After what felt like an 
eternal bus ride, we finally pulled up to Uni-
versal Blvd. Filled with excitement, the seniors 
received their tickets and were on their way.   
 There were seniors from many South 
Florida schools, as well as from other States.  
We started the festivities with an “all you can 
eat” Pre- Party at Universal’s City Walk. The 
seniors enjoyed hotdogs, hamburgers, maca-
roni and cheese, assorted chips, and drinks. 
After the food, we headed for the dance floor.  
There were five different clubs to choose from.  
At 7:00 p.m., the gates  opened and we entered 
the park.    
 According to Senior, Ashley Sims, “It 
was overwhelming and exciting experience 
entering the park with your friends. I couldn’t 
wait to ride everything! It seemed as if the fun 
would never end.” Some of the favorite rides 
in Island s of Adventure were The Incredible 
Hulk, The Dueling Dragons, and Spiderman.  
In Universal Studios, we enjoyed Revenge of 
the Mummy, Jaws, The Simpson Ride and 
many more.    
 This reporter asked Senior, Armando 
Guerrero what his favorite ride was, he gladly 
said “My favorite ride was the Simpsons Ride,  
because I loved the smell of the baby powder. 
I also enjoyed a performance by Akon, and DJ 
Khaled was the hit of the night.” The seniors 
definitely enjoyed live shows. They felt that it 
added to the fun. All in all, Grad Bash was a 
great experience for the seniors and a wel-
comed change from the typical Disney excur-
sion.  Most importantly, Senior Elisa Serpa 
expressed it best when she said “I got to spend 
a great night with the individuals that I love. 
Grad Bash could not have been a more perfect. 
It is a unique way to finish the year.”        
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Teacher Feature:  
Mr. Jose Piedra 

By: Gisella Loffredo  

 Who’s that professor with the 
sophisticated walk and that likes to say 
Comment Ça Va?  For those of you 
that don’t know, that would be our 
French teacher Mr. Jose Piedra. Mr. 
Piedra has been teaching at Miami 
Springs for 23 years, and he is the in-
structional leader for the Foreign Lan-
guage Department. One of his most 
rewarding endeavors is sponsoring the 
French Honors Society, which is open 
to students willing to excel in French. 
Although this year, members weren’t 
able to go to competition, the F.H.S 
always come home with first place 
prizes. Currently, Mr. Piedra is trilin-
gual. He speaks Spanish, English and 
of course, French. Even though you 
can’t tell, Mr.Piedra was born in Ha-
vana, Cuba. He loves to read, but 
mostly reads biographies and history 
books from around the world. This 
reporter has been fortunate to study 
under Mr. Piedra for two years 
straight, and can honestly say that it 
has been a rewarding experience.  Mr. 
Piedra’s lectures of “leve la main” and 
his funny French anecdotes, make this 
French class a must. He is definitely 
an amazing teacher, and you will 
never regret taking part in his class. 

Fun Facts:       
One word that describes Mr. 
Peidra: Le Magnifique   

Favorite movie: Top Gun. 

Favorite radio station: Magic 102.7 

Favorite singer/bands: Beach Boys 
and Chicago 

Favorite TV shows: Sports and His-
tory Channel. 

Hobbies: Biking and reading 

Future career plans: Continue teach-
ing for another 8 to 9 years. 

Another subject you like best: His-
tory 

A subject you dislike: Science, ex-
cept for Biology 

Students say what?       
Mr. Piedra rocks, he is a hard worker 
and he tries to help all his students. He 
teaches French very well and he 
makes sure to go over every topic, un-
til you understand the topic com-
pletely.  -Yuddimila S. 

Leaving home for the first time 
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Productive ways to manage 
yourself in college          
By: Kierra Haywood 

 Face it, many of you will soon be in 
college having to deal with countless issues 
such as sorting through classes, financial 
aide packages, and deciding on a major. 
Therefore, you are expected to be able to 
budget yourself efficiently.  Besides no one 
wants to call home on the first week of 
school, that’s embarrassing. Being on your 
own means there’s no mom or dad to tell 
you what to do, but also how to do it. This is 
the time where all of your survival tech-
niques should kick in. However, for those of 
you who still have no clue, here are some 
tips to help you  become smart at handling 
money. 

Penny Pinchers 

You can be wise with money without  look-
ing like a cheapskate. When you go out to 
dinner with your friends, peruse the menu.  
Don’t just pick what’s on special, it is not 
always the most economical plate. You also 
don’t have to sit there eyeing your friends 
food with that pitiful look of hunger, you can 
buy your own meal. Ordering small things 
off the menu, helps to keep some money in 
your pocket. Remember that appetizers in 
some restaurants can serve as a meal.  Set a 
budget for yourself and stick to it.   

Looking Nice 

No one says you have to pay full retail price 
for the clothes you want. If you do that, 
you’ll always end up broke. There’s nothing 
wrong with looking through the  clearance 
rack.  You can find stylish outfits at a rea-
sonable price. Also, try the outlet stores. 
They have name brands for economical 
prices. So you can dress to impress for less. 

Free Fun 

You are away from home, so do your re-
search.  You can have fun without necessar-
ily breaking the bank.  Look for activities 
that don’t require you to spend any money.  
Go hiking if you live near mountains, play 
some basketball,  or go rollerblading around 
a park. If you’re with someone special, it 
doesn’t really matter what you do most of 
the time.  Any activity can turn into a memo-
rable time.  This way you have money left in 
your pocket for dinner.   

Fancy Dating? 

It’s always fun to break free from the old 
dating routine of dinner and money. Come 
on, show your creative side! A romantic pic-
nic in the park is always a pleaser, and you 
don’t have to worry about a check. Attend an 
outdoor festival and go for a stroll, or rent 
movies and make dinner at home.  However, 
try not to resort to using sales coupons while 
on a date, that’s just plain cheap.   

Upgrading Gadgets 

Everyone wants to have the coolest phone or 
the newest model iPod. You must be patient, 
sales come to those who wait.  Yes, the early 
bird gets the worm, but they also pay the 
highest prices. Hold off for a little while, 
you’ll see that in a couple of   months the 
gadget that you’ve been wanting will still be 
in stock, and for a lot less money. 

By: Kierra Haywood 

 In college, assignments are 
tough, and students are limited in the 
amount of time they have to complete  
them.  So what do you do, you can’t 
procrastinate. That would just compli-
cate your life in the end.  According to a 
DePaul University study, 20 percent of 
Americans are chronic procrastinators.  
Here are some tips to keep you on the 
ball. 

Devise a Master Plan 

Prioritize and calendar your assign-
ments. It’s difficult to see what is more 
important when it’s not properly coded.  
Decide which assignment must be com-
pleted first and set deadlines for them.  
If you have a million assignments due at 
the same time, get the small, easy ones 
done first, so you can put all of your 
energy into more time consuming ones. 

 

Last Minute Syndrome 
Learn Division 

If you have a complicated assignment,  
you must organize yourself.  Make a list 
with specific steps on how to complete 
it. Gradually, as you finish each step, 
cross it off the list. Before you know it, 
you’ll be done. When you break an as-
signment down into small parts, it 
seems less complex, and you’ll finish it 
in record time and with less stress.  The 
key is not to panic. 

Eliminate Distractions 

Some students say that music and tele-
vision helps them concentrate; they 
swear by it. That might be true in some 
cases, but for many, silence is golden.  
You might not even realize it, but what 
might have taken you 20 minutes will 
now take you 40 minutes.  Any noise 
can be a huge distraction. Try turning 
off the TV and MP3, and finding a place 
where you will have no interruptions. 
The library is a great place to stay fo-
cused on the task at   hand. 

By: Geidy Vallin  

 From the time we are born, our 
parents spend every spare minute mak-
ing sure that we have all that we need.  
They nurture, support, and provide pro-
tection and shelter.   This reporter can 
tell you that she lived in a cocoon for 
many years. Luckily as time progresses, 
we shed that protection and ultimately 
fly away from the nest. For many golden 
hawks the time to fly away has come. 
Leaving home may not seem like such a 
big deal to many, but in truth, it’s the 
first step into adulthood. Most of the 
time, teens are not fully aware of the 
ramifications of leaving their family and 
friends.  For Senior, Tiffany Garcia, is a 
big step since she does not feel ready for 
life on her own. “You are on your own 
many times, and you can’t make ex-
cuses, you just have to figure it out,” she 
says. There’s a lot of truth in that, we 
learn from experience, from “tripping 
and getting back up” says Laura Rodri-
guez. Unfortunately, our parents won’t 
always be there, and we must learn to 
adjust to life in a university, a new 
apartment, or even a new town.  
 Many Golden Hawks are pur-
posely enrolling in out-of-state universi-
ties to get the full effect of being on 
your own. Senior, Allison Parques is 
going to be sharing a dorm with room-
mates at Penn State University. “I hope 
to get along with them.”  When this re-
porter asked Parques whether she will 
miss her family and friends she replied, 
“I’ll be a little homesick, but I’m sure 
it’ll wear off; I really want to experience 
life without my families’ shelter.”  
 Just like Allison, there are many 
Golden Hawks ready to test the waters 
with no lifejacket.  Take Shaquella Oad-
dams for example, she will be attending 

FAMU in the fall. “Homesick? Yeah! 
I’m going to miss everything, but at 
the same time I want to feel more in-
dependent.” Leaving home is never 
easy. There’s no one to pick up your 
room, do your laundry, or to cook you 
dinner after a long day at school.   
You become your own personal chef, 
maid, and Laundromat. Andrew Hib-
bitt, is attending FGCU and leaving 
his home in the fall. “I’m only going 
to be about an hour and a half away 
from home so I’ll visit once a month,” 
says Andrew. “I’m torn because I 
want to leave Miami, but I’m still go-
ing to miss everyone at home.”  
 Julez Cabezas is off to FGCU, 
as well on a football scholarship. He 
says, “I’m excited to expand my hori-
zons.” He will miss his family but 
hopes to visit often. William Scott will 
be attending Air Force prep for ten 
months in Colorado Springs, Colo-
rado. “I’m going to miss home, but at 
some point I have to leave; it’s impor-
tant to get out of your comfort zone,” 
says William with a gleam of enthusi-
asm in his eye. 

 In the end, remember that you 
go to fulfill your dreams for a better 
life. It is difficult to leave your child-
hood home, your family, friends, and 
customs which is always hard to do. 
We must not forget that it is the natu-
ral process that all living things must 
go through in order to develop fully as 
useful members of society.  





By: Scott Bryson and Amanda 
Valdespino 

 Prom 2009 was cer-
tainly a night to remember.  This 
year’s prom theme was “Under 
the Asian Sun,” and surprisingly 
enough, it was not at all tacky or 
cheesy.  The tables were orna-
mented with Asian themed cen-
terpieces, such as the Chinese 
lanterns, umbrellas, and ceramic 
Geisha statues.   Along with the 
fortune cookie adornments that 
read, “Good luck to the Class of 
’09,” each table added its own 
unique touch, creating an ambi-
ance of an elegant.  Once 7:00 
p.m. rolled around, everyone 
started to arrive.   
    

 

P  R  O  M  

Myra Reyes shows off an 
effective, aristocratic yellow 
dress with silver earrings. 

This pixie dream is wearing an aqua 
dress that is short and to perfection. 
Decked with some sparkles and 
rocking a cute hair cut, this whole 
look adds to the magical touch of 
the evening. 

Evan Williams sporting a fitted 
suit, and looking very dapper 
with Danielle Lefebvre who 
adds her own elegance in a 
chic white dress. 

The Prom Prince is styled in a 
tuxedo with a red vest and bow 
tie to match. The Prom Queen 
is wearing an exquisite red 
dress. The two added to the 
overall appearance of prom 
royalty. 

Greyssan Felipe is wearing a 
turquoise floral gown, made by 
her very own mother, with a 
burgundy wrap on waist. Her 
date, the comical Ruben 
Carazana is wearing a suit, 
with a dark reddish tie to match 
his date. 

Rachel Zull is wearing a dainty 
lavender skirt dress, with silver 
headband, white leggings and 
sparkly converse shoes to 
match. Out of the ordinary, but 
ensemble complements her 
quirky unique personality. 
Brandon Gagne is wearing a tux 
with a lavender tie to match. 

If Cleopatra were still alive, I’d 
know what she would wear to 
the prom.  Yunet Soto is wear-
ing a striking jeweled blue 
dress with an overall appear-
ance of a Nile mistress. 

Fashionably, savvy Ms. Weinstein 
stood out in an elegant Calvin 
Klein white dress, with honey 
comb jeweled earrings and match-
ing bracelets to tag along. Ms. 
Weinstein is our very own Grecian 
goddess. 

We are hit with a style of ele-
gance as she is wearing a fitted 
black dress with a white ribbon 
neatly wrapped around her 
waist. Her date is wearing 
black suit. Very classy. 

Best described as dark and sul-
try Hollywood couple; they 
complemented one another 
with their dark palette. She’s 
wearing a black cocktail dress 
with pearl necklace, and he 
sporting a black suit with black 
and white print tie. 

2  0  0  9 

She is dressed in a light blue 
halter top dress, with a jew-
eled trim, and He is wearing a 
tuxedo, with a blue sash.  

She is wearing a purple dress 
with a fitted bodice and black 
clutch, and He, is wearing a 
tuxedo with a matching pur-
ple vest, and tie.   

She is wearing a white stra-
pless dress and He is wearing 
a tuxedo, with tie that corre-
lates with his dates apparel.  

She is wearing a halter top 
tropical floral dress, that 
plays into the spring season, 
and He wears a classic tux, 
with a light blue bow tie.  
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Universities 
leges like Miami Dade College (MDC), who 
offer degrees and scholarships to the students 
interested. MDC has a program called MDC 
Honors that enhances the student’s college 
experience. 

  Lastly, don’t think that scholarships 
can only be obtained from a college/
university.  There are other ways to earn 
money. There are websites that provide you 
with even more scholarships from organiza-
tions, private companies, and people who 
want to help students go to school. There are 
several commonly used websites designed 
specially for scholarships, for example 
w w w . f a s t w e b . c o m  a n d 
www.scholarships.com. There is also Finan-
cial Aid, which is money that is given and/or 
loaned by the government to help students 
pay for college/vocational studies. For more 
information and for applications, go online at 
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov.  
 Keep in mind that to qualify for gov-
ernment assistance, you need to have a cur-
rent income tax.  Your yearly income will be 
taken into consideration before any money is 
awarded.  A report is then sent to the college/
university of your choice.  Once the informa-
tion is reviewed, the government calculates 
an amount based on you financial situation 
and need. At this time, they may also decide 
whether you qualify for a grant, which is also 
money given by the government that does 
not need to paid it back.  A government loan 
can also be awarded, but this money must be 
paid back in installments, usually within a 
year after you have graduated.   
 Ultimately, the important thing is to 
be informed and to select the path that suits 
you best.  Whether you have or haven’t done 
the research, keep in mind that it’s never too 
late to start. There are so many opportunities 
out there that provide high school graduates  
with assistance for college studies that many 
students are not aware of. Also, if you al-
ready work for a company in your field of 
preference, ask whether they offer college 
assistance.   

By:  Sujayne  Hernandez and Jamilet 
Perez 

 The school year is almost over and 
Seniors are naturally thinking about the dif-
ferent ways in which to pay for college.  
Once you have decided what institution you 
would like to attend, you must think about 
financial aid and any potential scholarships. 
It is time to prepare yourself for this new 
challenge and to start making the right 
choices. With our nations current economic 
crisis, earning a degree in any field is be-
coming harder every year.  Still, this fact 
should not deter you from fulfilling your 
dreams and goals. Fortunately, there is eco-
nomic help from the government, schools, 
foundations, and companies which the make 
road a bit less bumpy.  Scholarships are the 
key. Students should prepare themselves, as 
early as possible, to gather as much money 
they can  from different scholarships. With 
this “free” money, some of the worries 
should be reduced.  

  The first step is to do research and 
contact your CAP Advisor.  If there’s a par-
ticular college/university that you would 
like to attend, visit their webpage and 
checkout the yearly tuition and financial 
aide packages available. Most colleges/
universities offer their own individual schol-
arships to students that meet certain finan-
cial requirements. For example, Florida In-
ternational University (FIU) offers $25,000 
annually in scholarships to students through 
the Alumni Association Scholarship and 
Alumni Association Panther Pride Scholar-
ship. There are athletic scholarships avail-
able as well. The University of Miami 
(UM), although a more expensive institu-
tion, also offers their own school scholar-
ship that provides $24,000 annually. Other 
scholarships available are Dean’s Scholar-
ship, Trustee Scholarship, and Collegiate 
Scholarship. Additionally, other private uni-
versities such as Barry University offers 
their own scholarship as well.  However, if 
you don’t have current plans to attend a ma-
jor university, there are career/junior col-

Flat broke and nowhere to go 
MIT – Technological and Research facility located in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
“MIT has five schools and one college … and is located along the northern bank of 
the Charles River basin.” MIT offers scholarships for undergraduate students in 
need of Financial Aid depending on the applicants’ Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid and College Scholarship Service Profile information. Post graduate 
financial aid differs from other types because they are offered internships and grants 
for need or merit by individual departments of MIT. 

Duke University – Medical, Law, and Business school in Durham, North Carolina. 
Duke University has a great athletic program, world renowned for its beautiful 
gothic architecture and its large 8,610 acre campus. Duke offers several loans in-
cluding Federal Perkins-, Federal Stafford-, and Federal PLUS Loans. Additionally, 
several other loans and scholarships can be granted to students who qualify and wish 
to attend the University. *Also requires you submit FAFSA and CSS Profile, etc. 

University of Florida – Public Land- Grant, Sea-Grant, and Space-Grant Research 
facility in Gainesville, Florida. It offers majors that range from agricultural econom-
ics to anthropology and sociology and is known for its excellent science department, 
its wildlife sanctuary, marine laboratory, brain institute, art museum, and other fa-
cilities within the campus. The University of Florida requires students turn in a 
FAFSA before applying for any scholarships.  

University of Michigan – Public Research University in Ann Arbor, Michigan. UM 
has a planetarium, botanical garden, galleries, observatories, laboratories, and the 
largest “football-only stadium in the world.” It is also one of the State’s oldest Uni-
versities and is known for having the greatest research expenditures of any other 
university in the United States. For scholarships the University of Michigan requires 
CSS Profiles, Parent and Student 1040 Form, and a FAFSA to be turned in by the 
applicant. 

Florida State University – Space-Grant and Sea-Grant Public University in Talla-
hassee, Florida. FSU has an oceanography institute, a music research center, golf 
course, Middle East center, and much more. Its majors range from American and 
Asian studies to Political Science/Government and Sociology. Requirements for 
scholarships are FAFSAs.  

University of Central Florida – Space-Grant University in Orlando, Florida. This 
University has around 350 clubs and organizations, and includes research/education 
in optics and lasers center, a solar energy center,  biomedical sciences center, foren-
sic science center, and other facilities within the campus.  Additionally, it consists 
basically of twelve colleges offering more than 250 different degrees. 

University of South Florida - Public Research University in Tampa, Florida.  
USF’s campus  has the following facilities:  weather station, art museum, botanical 
garden, and anthropology museum. It is known for it’s Physical Therapy 
&Rehabilitation Science program and is the third largest in Florida. USF ranks 63 
place amongst other research universities. It has a campus in St. Petersburg, Lake-
land, , and Sarasota-Manatee.  For student aid the school requires students turn in a 
FAFSA and their admission applications. 

Florida Atlantic University - Public Research University in Boca Raton, Florida. It 
has a native fish research center, marine research facility, robotics laboratory, envi-
ronmental center, and an ocean engineering lab.  There are also campuses in Dania 
Beach, Davie, Fort Lauderdale, Jupiter and Treasure Coast.  Its majors range from  
African-American Studies and Chemical Engineering to Sociology and General Psy-
chology. Its  requirements for financial aid are: FAFSA and Financial Aid Tran-
scripts.  

Florida International University - Public Research University located here in Mi-
ami,  Florida.  FIU has a nature preserve and a museum. This University offers 199 
academic programs  and  is known for its business programs. Its at a very conven-
ient location and wide range of majors.  For financial aid it is necessary to submit a 
FAFSA. 

 Bethune-Cookman University - Private University and Historically Black College 
in Daytona Beach, Florida.  “BCU” (previously known as BCC) has an observatory 
and has generally more majors under business , management, & marketing and edu-
cation.  Bethune-Cookman is a very proud school that emphasizes it religion under 
the Methodist church and its history and founding. The Financial Aid requirement is 
a FAFSA.  

Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University -  Public University and Histori-
cally Black College in Tallahassee, Florida.  FAMU has an African American ar-
chives research center and museum as well as an observatory.  This University has 
more agriculture & related sciences (from animal sciences to pet management) and 
education (art teacher to trade/industrial education) majors. Financial Aid require-
ment is a FAFSA. 

Barry University -  Private Catholic University in Miami Shores, Florida. Barry has 
several facilities in its campus, some of which include: a human performance labo-
ratory, athletic training room, cell biology/biotechnology lab, classroom of tomor-
row, imaging lab, photography facilities, lighting studio, etc. It has a wider range of 
majors under health professions and clinical sciences  and business, management, 
and marketing. Barry University require first-year financial aid applicants to provide 
a FAFSA.  

University Tuition Boarding Books/Personal 
Expenses 

Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology 

$36,340 $10,860 $2,850 

Duke University $38,741 $11,154 $2,945 

University of Florida $3,790 $7,150 $4,660 

University of Michigan $33,069 $8,590 $3,102 

Florida State University $3,799 $8178 $4,462 

University of Central Florida $3,947 $8,574 $3,200 

University of South Florida $3,906 $8,080 $5,600 

Florida Atlantic University $3,782 $9,170 $2,182 

Florida International University $3,975 $11,120 $3,196 

Bethune-Cookman University $12,936 $7,672 $3,800 

Florida Agricultural and Me-
chanical University 

$3,572 $6,508 $3,200 

Barry University $26,400 $8,504 $2,300 



dance group performed a marvelous rou-
tine on the Festival Stage Saturday night.  
Additional, we had some of our most bril-
liant MSSH artists participating in a com-
petition entitled “When Life Gives You 
Lemons, Make Lemonade.” On the sub-
ject of Art, we had three 1st place win-
ners,   Senior Lizabeth Gonzalez, Junior,  
Phyllis Quach, and Sophomore, Mike 
Santana.     
 On the subject of writing, we also 
had two 1st place winners, Senior, Ro-
lando Gutierrez and Sophomore, Jonathan 
Low. All the entries were remarkable, and 
on behalf of the entire student body we 
congratulate all the contestants.  More-
over, MSSH’s Anchor Club collected bot-
tles for recycling. As always, this club  
continues to set an example for the rest of 
the student body.  With everyone’s help, 
we come one step closer to saving out 
planet.  The River Cities Festival was a 
memorable experience for all of those 
who participated and attended. This re-
porter is eagerly awaiting next years’ 
event with enthusiastic anticipation. 
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Summer jobs: Get them while there hot! 

Springs River Festival 
By: Monica Vasquez   

 The city of Miami Springs, 
Medley, Virginia Gardens and Hialeah 
hosted its annual Springs River Festival  
on April 17-19, 2009 to an overwhelm-
ing crowd of family and friends.  The 
festival has a long history, and it started 
in 1970 with the assistance of local vol-
unteers.  For many years, the festival 
was called the Miami River Regatta. 
The festival celebrates tradition and the 
rich history of such an amazing city. 
 There were numerous kiosks 
which featured foods from our local 
restaurants, booths highlighting local 
artists, fruits and vegetable stands with 
products made entirely from non-
hazardous materials, numerous knick-
knack stops, and the very popular festi-
val rides which included the Giant 
Slide, a miniature version of the Kami-
kaze, and numerous kiddie rides.   

  There were also many musical 
performances throughout the three-day 
event.  Our very own Dance Fusion 

Summertime Fun 
By: Stephen F. Brinkman  

 Ever wish you could make 
some extra cash so you don’t have to 
constantly beg your parents for money? 
Getting a part time job over the summer 
is a great way to obtain that extra cash 
you need for movies, dinners, and spe-
cial outings. However, some rules ap-
ply.  If you are between the ages of 14 
and 15, you cannot work more than 
three hours a day and a total of 18 hours 
a week during the school year. During 
the summer and on holiday breaks, you 
can work eight hours a day and 40 hours 
a week, but there are still some limits. 
You can’t work later than 7:00 p.m. dur-
ing the school year and no later than 9 
p.m. between June 1 and Labor Day.  
 For 16 and 17 year olds, there 
are no limits on your hours; however, 
some jobs have been deemed hazardous 
for kids under the age of 18 by the U.S. 
Labor Department, which may have to 

be looked into. Some ideal jobs for some-
one 14 through 17 years of age would be, 
a cashier, delivery driver, host, house-
keeper, theme park ticket manager, life-
guard, camp counselor, the list goes on 
and on.  If you need any kind of help in 
composing a résumé, you should visit 
www.quintcareers.com. They have a vari-
ety of guides and resources for teens 
wanting to find their first jobs. They have 
résumé layouts, cover letter guides, as 
well as locations to find part time jobs. 
Some of these locations include, 
neighborhood and mall stores, golf or ten-
nis clubs, tourist attractions, grocery 
stores etc. Some jobs that are currently 
hiring around the Miami Springs area are, 
Toys-R-Us, Verizon Wireless, Red Lob-
ster, Sears, 7-Eleven, AMC theaters, Pollo 
Tropical, Dunkin’ Doughnuts, and more. 
For a listing for part-time jobs that are 
currently hiring try www.snagajob.com. 

By: Nicholas R. Soto 

 Do you ever feel bored during 
summer vacation? Well, if you like 
playing games with friends then some 
places you can visit are: Dave & 
Buster’s, Gameworks and Boomers! 
Dave & Buster’s is located close by, at  
the easily accessible Dolphin Mall 
where one can find good food and fun 
games. Gameworks is located in Sunset 
Mall in South Miami; Gameworks has 
2 floors of games, food, pool tables, 
and more multi-player games. 
“Boomers!” is the farthest of the three, 
but has more than just games. It has a 
roller coaster, stock carts, go-carts, la-
ser tag and bumper boats. Summer va-
cation is also a great time to do things 
you’d usually would not have time for 
during the week or on your weekends. 
 Another activity you can en-
gage in is camping. Some places to go 
camping are Fort De Soto Park, in Pi-
nellas County, or Bahia Honda State 
Park, in the Florida Keys. There are 
also many other camping spots in Flor-
ida that you can read up on the internet. 
At many of these camping locations 
you can go hiking, kayaking/canoeing, 
have a picnic, go bike riding, and much 
more.  If you enjoy doing some tradi-
tional summer activities there are many 
nice beaches you can visit in Florida.
 The two closest beaches that 
are well known are Miami Beach and 
South Beach. If you don’t mind travel-

ing though, on the west coast of central 
Florida there is Sarasota Beach. Unlike 
Miami and South Beach, the beaches 
on the west coast have white sand, 
which does not get hot, so it makes it 
more comfortable to walk on top of. 
Other things to do during you summer 
vacation is attending movie theaters. If 
you’re tight on money, summer time 
provides an opportunity to save some 
money all while having a good time. If 
you go to the movies during the day, 
you can pay a cheaper, matinee price. 
So now when you’re bored during sum-
mer vacation, you’ll have a few more 
ideas to choose from. 

Deals: 

Dave & Buster’s: “Eat & Play Combo” 
You pay $15.99 and you get an entrée 
and a $10 game card. Dave & Buster’s 
also has 1/2 off on games every 
Wednesday. 

Gameworks: Every Thursday night you 
can get unlimited game play for just 
$10. Gameworks also has their own 
kind of “Eat & Play Combo” starting at 
$14.99. 

Boomers:  If you go to Boomers on 
your birthday, you can play for free for 
up to 3-hours.  You need to visit          
www.boomersparks.com, and print out 
a special ticket.  

Courtesy of Iriana DeJesus  
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Artist Spotlight: 

 Movie Review: 

By: Laura Rodriguez 

 If you’re wondering whether this reporter 
spelled Skandals wrong, the answer is a resound-
ing no. In fact, The Skandals is the name of a 
local band in Miami Springs composed of nine 
members, five of whom have graduated from 
MSSH, and one who is currently attending 
named Kevin Rodriguez.  The band is an awe-
some blend of Reggae and Ska.  Ska originated 
in Jamaica and is a mixture of Calypso, Ameri-
can Jazz, and rhythm and blues.  The Skandals 
performed at 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 18, 
2009 at The Springs’ River Cities Festival. The 
fans were hysterical, jumping up and down in 
tune with the performance. The band got together 
last year in August when they realized how great 
they sounded together during practices with the 
Marching Band, Drum Line, and Symphonic 
Band.  “They are a  professional group with a lot 
of talent, states Mr. Luna. “I had the great privi-
lege to teach some of the musicians in that group, 
and it’s amazing to see how far they have come.  
“They are well on their way to becoming suc-
cessful”.     

 The guys are very down-to-earth and 
practice almost every day, no wonder they sound 
so great. Guitar Player, Alex Oliva, and, Trom-
bone player, Michael Rahaman agreed to a quick 
interview after their show and mentioned a few 
“insiders” information regarding the band. Alex, 
gave away some of their favorite bands that in-
spire them to start up with their own band. One  
of the bands that they were influenced by is Incu-
bus. However, their main inspiration came from 
bands such as, Street Light Manifesto, Cast 22, 
and Reel Big Fish. If you’re interested in what 
The Skandals sound like, you can get a good idea 
from listening to the bands mentioned above.  
The Skandals will be recording their first album 
this May! Who knows, maybe they’ll be the next 
big thing on MTV, and even on the radio. Trust 
me, you won’t regret giving this up-in-coming 
band a listen!     
 For more information on The Skandals, 
become  a  f an  on  Facebook  a t : 
www.facebook.com/theskandals. 

“Skandals” rocked the house at Springs 
River Festival 

By: Luis Gutierrez  

 Summer is here, and you know 
what that means.  Box offices around the 
world will be packed with moviegoers 
waiting to see the best that cinematogra-
phy has to offer.  2009 should be a good 
summer in film with potential blockbust-
ers such as Transformers: Revenge of the 
Fallen, GI JOE, Terminator Salvation and 
many others.  However, one movie that 
should be on the top of everybody’s list is 
Star Trek. This summer hit will be the 
sixth film released in the Star Trek fran-
chise. However, it is the first that de-
scribes the origins of all the characters. 

 Chris Pine plays the part of even-
tual captain James T. Kirk, while Zachary 
Quinto is Kirk’s rival turned lifelong 

Image courtesy of imdb.com 

friend Spock.  This film begins by 
showing the childhood origins of Kirk 
and Spock up to the point where their 
lives clash on the U.S.S Enterprise.  
At first, both cannot stand each other 
as they come from very different 
worlds.  However, throughout the 
movie they both come together to de-
feat Captain Nero, played by Eric 
Bana, and his Romulan Army.  As 
their battles become tougher, they re-
ceive help from Lt.Uhura played by 
Zoe Saldana, Hikaru Sulu (John Cho 
AKA Harold from “Harold and 
Kumar”), Pavel Checkov played by 
Anton Yelchin, and Montgomery 
“Scotty” Scott portrayed by Simon 
Pegg. 

 Directed by J.J Abrams 
(“Lost”), “Star Trek” is a movie worth 
paying for.  This reporter has never 
been interested in the Star Trek series, 
however he believes that it is a movie 
with a great plot, climax, and resolu-
tion.  In addition, the casting was phe-
nomenal.  Pine and Quinto together 
form a great combination on-screen.  
Both have signed on for three more 
Star Trek movies along with the rest 
of the cast so it should be very intrigu-
ing to see if the next few movies will 
have the same repeated success as this 
one has enjoyed thus far. 

 Along with great action, “Star 
Trek” also has elements of comedy 
and drama.  It was released worldwide 
May 8th and was the #1 movie in 
America grossing 92 million dollars 
on opening weekend. This reporter, 
along with thousands of movie critics 
from around the world, believe that 
Star Trek may be the summer hit of 
2009.  So, the next time you are in 
line at the box-office give Star Trek a 
try.    

By: Luis Gutierrez  
 America’s most feared super-
hero returns.  Wolverine is back and 
this time with a vengeance.  The new 
film, X-Men Origins: Wolverine, 
chronicles the beginnings of Wolver-
ine along with his relationship with 
his aggressive half brother Sabre-
tooth.  It also introduces the audience 
to Wolverine’s violent past and how 
he became the man we all know him 
as.  In fact, this movie shows us how 
he gets his claws and even his name. 

 Hugh Jackman returns as the 
title character Wolverine. However, 
with the exception of Jackman, all 
the other characters are fresh faces.  
Liev Schreiber is Saber-toothed.  
Danny Huston plays Col. William 
Stryker,  the main antagonist of the 
film who tries to convince Wolverine 
to use his powers for evil purposes.  
Lynn Collins plays Kayla Silver Fox, 
Wolverine’s love interest.  Among 
others in the film are Ryan Reynolds, 
who is Wade Wilson, a sword swing-
ing mutant.  Will I.AM, of the Black 
Eyed Peas, is John Wraith, a mutant 
who can teleport.  Daniel Henney is 
Agent Zero – a gun shooting hit man, 
Kevin Durand is the Blob, a mutant 
with indestructible layers of skin, and 
Dominic Monaghan is Bradley; a 
mutant who can turn on any type of 
electricity with his mind.  Also, Tay-
lor Kitsch is Remy Lebeau AKA 
Gambit, a mutant who uses playing 
cards to explode things. 

 X-Men origins is a great film 
that involves action, drama, and even 
a little bit of comedy.  However, once 
again Jackman steals the show.  Just 
like in the three previous films, Hugh 
Jackman’s character Wolverine is the 

most convincing.  In the previous mov-
ies, Wolverine shared the spotlight with 
other mutants such as Cyclops, Storm, 
and Professor Xavier.  However, in this 
current version, Wolverine has the spot-
light all to himself and he does a very 
good job of controlling the action.  X-
Men Origins: Wolverine continues the 
tradition of the other three great X-Men 
films.  In fact, this reporter judges the 
current film as the best in the series so 
far. 

 Movie Review: 

Image courtesy of imdb.com 

Photo courtesy of  Myspace/skandals 
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 Boys Golf 

Football  
By: Armando Guerrero  
 As the leaves start to turn green once 
again, we are quickly reminded of those great 
spring sports, such as Tennis, Baseball, Soft-
ball and Boys Volleyball. This year, all these 
teams had great success, winning District ti-
tles and advancing well into Regionals. The 
baseball team was the underdog going into the 
2009 season.  They finished second in the Dis-
trict and had the opportunity to attend 
GMAC’s. The hawks would go on to lose to 
Ferguson once again 11-1. However, they 
went on to the District playoffs to face Miami 
High. The Hawks beat Miami high and ad-
vanced to District finals against rival Hialeah. 
In one of the most suspenseful games played 
this year, Hialeah went on to become District 
champ wining 11-10. The lead was shared 
between both teams on several occasions,  but 
in the bottom of the 6th, all was lost. It was a 
heartbreaker, and a game that should have 
been won.  The hawks moved on to play at 
Regionals against Goleman High.  It was a 
close game, well into the 10th inning, in which 
the  the hawks scored two more runs to take 
the lead and the game. This was it, another 
chance to go against Hialeah, to advance to 
regional finals.  This was not the fairy tale 
ending the Hawks were hoping.  Hialeah 
should no mercy winning the game against the 
Hawks 10-0.  The Hawks finished 19-9 and 
were runner up at District.   
 A team that hoped to have a repeat of 
last year’s season were the Lady Hawk’s Soft-
ball team. The lady hawks went on to Districts 
and finished with a 21-4 record.  They reached 
Regional Semi-finals where they suffered a 
tough loss to Barbara Goleman Senior High. 
The Lady Hawks were unstoppable in District 
going undefeated and were on their way to 
another championship. Their first loss was to 
Southridge in the Slam Fest Tournament. In  
District championship game, the Lady Hawks 
found themselves down by 5 in the 5th inning, 
but quickly recovered to tie the game in the 
bottom of the 7th with a single by Alana 
Whitlock. The game went on  into the 11th 
inning when a ball hit to left field was mis-
placed, giving the Lady Hawks the winning 
run.  The Lady Hawks won the game and an-
other District title. The Lady hawks trounced 
American and advanced to Regional Semi-
finals where they faced Barbara Goleman 
Senior High .  Our team lost by 2 ending their 
season.      
 Boys Tennis would also had a great 
year finishing 9-1.  Jason Llaneras, Sam Fer-
nandez, and Nick Llewlyn won District titles 
and made it to Regional Finals where they 
lost.  Nonetheless, the Boy’s Tennis team be-
came District champs, making it a first for 
Miami Springs.     
 A District title from our Boys Volley-
ball team was also a first for our school. The 
Hawks would go on to win 9-1 with only on 
loss to Hialeah.  The Boys Volleyball team 
went on to face Hialeah at District Champion-
ships and won a very close game. Advancing 
to Regional’s, one game away from States, the 
Boys Volleyball team lost straight sets to 
Coral Park ending the historical season. Re-
gardless of the outcome, Miami Springs had 
great success when it came to the sports in the 
springs winning titles and earning the respect 
of many.  
 

By: Devontay Adderley  
 Do you know the best 
thing about the fall? That has to 
be a no brainer— its High 
School football! The MSSH Var-
sity football 2008 season was a 
break out year for a lot of play-
ers, including many of the sen-
iors. Last season gave a lot of 
young players an opportunity to 
gain experience and become the 
leaders our team needed them to 
be. Last season, the MSSH Var-
sity Football team finished 6-4 
and 2-2 in the district. They 
capped off the end of the season 
with a five game winning streak. 
Also, this reporter observed from 
their last scrimmage against the 
Varsity Football program from 
Miami High it appears the 
Golden Hawks are going to carry 
on the momentum from last 
year’s season into this year’s and 
keep the win streak alive.  
 In the upcoming 2009 
season MSSH’s Varsity Football 
team is in a tougher district com-
posed of very  talented teams. 
With eight starters returning on 
offense and four starters return-
ing on defense Springs seems to 
match up well against any team 

By: Armando Guerrero 

 One sport that can sometimes be over-
looked at Miami Springs is Wrestling. We never 
hear much about the matches, the wrestlers, or their 
record.  The only time we see them is on Fridays 
when the team gets ready for a match. Senior Matt 
Barrera has had an incredible year. Matt comes from 
a family of wrestlers, both of his brothers were 
wrestlers.  However, they never won a state champi-
onship, so it up to Matt to win a state championship, 
not only for MSSH but for his family as well. After 
accumulating over 100 victories in his first 3 years 
of high school and not making it to states, Matt en-
tered his senior year with a goal in mind. He domi-
nated the season and qualified for GMAC’s where 
he finished second after losing to South Dade wres-
tler, Mauricio Villanueva.    
 After GMAC’s, Matt went on to win his 3rd 
District Title, but that’s not enough.  Matt still has 
his sights on the State Championship.  He made it to 
Regional Finals where he would lose to Gabe Chan-
dler, a wrestler that he had beaten at GMAC’s Semi-
finals.  Luckily, he was still able to advance to 
States. Once at State Semi-finals, he lost to Mauri-
cio from South Dade sending Matt home for the last 
time. “It sucks to lose but I’m glad to have made it 
as far as I did,” said Matt. He finished his year 40-5 
winning another District title and finishing 4th in the 
State of Florida in his weight class. Matt received 
recognition from Duke University.  However, it 
doesn’t seem like he will pursue a wrestling career 
after high school. So on behalf of Miami Springs, I 
would like to congratulate Matt Barrera on a great 
high school wrestling career. 

Spring Sports Wrestling 

By: Devontay Adderley  

 Tiger Woods and Phil 
Mickelson, those are the two 
names that usually come up in con-
versation when people think of 
golf.  Here at MSSH, we have our 
own version of soccer’s greatest 
athletes. Junior, Henry Maes, and 
Sophomore, Daniel Valdes are led 
by Coach Acevedo.  Both are com-
ing off a phenomenal season going 
11-4 in head to head matches and 
coming 3rd in the district.  Coach 
Acevedo said “we could have been 
not just a good team but a great one 
but our best player became ineligi-
ble due to his GPA.”  The impor-
tant thing is that they had fun and 
made good strides in district play.  
Coach Acevedo has a very strong 
team coming back, this reporter is 
sure he’s looking forward to the 
upcoming season, even though his 
team is now limited to 12 matches 
with 2  matches taken away due to 
budget cuts.  However, even with 
these infractions, the future looks 
bright for our boys golf team. 

By: Devontay Adderley 

 WOW!  That’s the only 
word that could describe what the 
MSSH girls golf team accomplished 
this season.  Even with only four 
players on the team, the girls had a 
spectacular season.  Due to the lead-
ership of Coach Butler, his team was 
able to make it to the state champi-
onship, where unfortunately they 
landed on the losing side.  They fin-
ished with an 11-0 record in season 
play and became district and re-
gional champions.  This reporter is 
sure that Coach Butler is looking 
forward to the upcoming season 
with all four lady golfers returning 
next season.     
 In addition, there are some 
pretty good underclassmen joining 
the team next season helping the 
girls repeat and build on their per-
formance from this season’s sterling 
success.  Coach Butler said it best 
when referring to making it back to 
state championships. “You know 
what they say, it’s harder to make it 
back there the second time, but we 
have the talent to do it.”  This re-
porter is sure Coach Butler would 
like to thank his entire 2008 team 
and there’s no better way to do it 
than in this newspaper.  Coach But-
ler would like to thank the four lady 
golfers Kalyn Safreed, Emilee Hei-
der, Jeisvette DelBarro, and Jessica 
Trujillo for the great season.  

By: Luis Gutierrez    

 “They don’t rebuild they reload.”  
This would be the right phrase to describe 
the 2008 MSSH girls’ soccer team.  Just a 
year removed from a state final four ap-
pearance many believed that the girls would 
come into the year shorthanded. Especially 
with the departures of All Dade stars Holly 
Bain, Allie Llaneras, and superb Goal-
keeper Denisse Montero.  In fact, many 
doubted that they could win their own dis-
trict.  Yet Coach William Drew knew that 
this team was once again special.  That 
even though many key players from the 
previous season had graduated; there were 
still enough playmakers on the team to 
make another run at states.  And indeed, he 
was correct.  The Lady Hawks began doing 
what they have always done best- win 
games.  They vanished the doubts and won 
districts yet again.  The girls finished the 
regular season winning GMAC’s & re-
gional's before losing in the state final four. 

 In what started out as a season of 
doubts and uncertainty ended with no doubt 
that our MSSH Lady Hawks were the best 
team in Miami Dade County.  It is true that 
many key players from the 2007 season left 
however, they were certainly made up for 
with players like Codi Rinehart, Abby Carr, 
Dallas Carter, Emily Drew and Paula Zu-
luaga who shined in her first season as a 
Lady Hawk.  Now, the question remains if 
the doubts will one again appear next sea-
son.  However, with Carr, Carter, Drew, 
and Zuluaga coming back along with many 
other great playmakers, it definitely looks 
like the doubts won’t be coming back any-
time soon. 

Girls Soccer Girls Golf 

they’ll play. Having this much 
fire power on offense and all that 
experience on defense puts Miami 
Springs right at the top of the list 
with all the other State Champion 
potential teams. I’m sure coach 
Pacheco and his Varsity squad is 
looking forward to the upcoming 
season even though a lot of 
changes have been made to the 
offense.   
 Miami Springs Varsity 
Football team has a totally reno-
vated offense due to the departure 
of the offensive coordinator and 
the wide receivers coach. Both are 
now at North Miami High school 
as head and assistant coaches. 
Despite these key loses, nothing 
should prevent Springs from not 
only  breaking the long playoff 
drought, but finally having a le-
gitimate shot at a State title. So to 
all of the 2008 players that not 
only played during the season, but 
in the spring game too we wish 
you the best of luck. As for the 
new 2009 players, we (by “we” I 
mean us seniors) hope you all 
continue what we started and 
wish you all the best of luck dur-
ing the upcoming season. 



To:  Fernandez      From: Jen, Sharon and Elsa 

Message: You are the wind beneath our wings. Which 
is why we flew into a jet engine . 
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To: Ana Banana   From:  Ambar 

Message: I love you guys and wish you the best.  Re-
member this is a see you later not a goodbye 

To: Merman Kyle   From:  Mermaid Elly 

Message: I love ya you’re the coolest merman in the 
sea. I have had a sledge of a year with you. Take care. 

To:  Solsi, Stephan & Aymee From:  Stepheny 

Message: You guys have been amazing to me Thank 
you so much. I love you 

To:  Jasmin   From:  Ceexta  

Message: I love you Bestie! Best friends forever! LOL 

To:  Everyone   From:  Yaselin Aguila 

Message:  I’m going to miss everyone, especially Ms. 
Deno.  She helped me a lot and without her I wouldn't 
have made it. 

To:  The  Boys    From: Armando  

Message: It wouldn't have been senior year without 
you guys. Cant wait to party in college its just going to 
get crazy. 

To: Giovanni From:  Ashley 

Message:  I love you so much!! For ever and always :) 

To:  C/O 09   From:  Jose Wanton 

Message: I’m going to miss everyone. Shout outs to all 
the teachers who made this year the best. 

To:  Tato ( J.C.)   From:  Tata (L.Y.) 

Message: Tato, thanks for making my senior year a 
year to remember. I am glad I met you and hope were 
together forever. I love you till 2070! 

To: All my friends   From:  Tani B. 

Message: We made it! C/O 09. Thank you for always 
being there for me! I love you all! 

To: Everyone   From:  Albert “ Ola” 
Message: I’m going to miss everyone that has been 
there for me the most, all my friends. Shout out to Jose 
Acosta, Miguel Castano, and the entire baseball team. To:  Everyone    From:  Gigi 

Message: I’m going to miss everyone its been a long 
year but we finally made it! I love you all!  

To:  The lunch Crew          From: Banana Hammock  

Message: Thanks for making these four years awe-
some, you guys are the best friends anyone could ask 
for .  

To: Everyone   From: Zurelis Bravo 

Message:  I’m going to miss all my friends, Barbara 
and Miguel. 

To:  All the Underclassmen  From:  Seniors c/o 09 

Message: Hope you guys have one amazing experience 
like how us seniors had. 

To: Ash-Lee Sims   From: Dis-Nee Raffo 

Message: You’re the best! I’m glad we met this year 
See you after graduation ! I LOVE YOU 

To: Thee Bestie “Shantrell”   From: K. Estrada (Kisha) 

Message: Were finally graduating! I can’t wait to start 
making the money. 

To: All my band nerds  From: Amanda 

Message:  I’m super proud of all you. You guys are 
really amazing  :o) 

To: My friends   From: Yunet 

Message: I love you guys. Special shout outs to the 1st 
per crew. Also to Karla and Fabiana F. 

To:  C/O 09                    From: Richard 

Message: I will miss you, through the good times and 
bad, Mr. Barge, my friends, Ret and Anthony, Mrs. 
Cortina. 

To: Dis-Nee    From: Ash-Lee 

Message: I love you! BFF Lee and Dee! 

To:  Ms.  Almaguer  From: Judith 

Message:  Thank you for always believing in me and 
my dreams no matter how wacky they are ! You will 
always be my favorite teacher . Saranghea! 

To:  2009 Volleyball Team  From: Andrew Hibbitt 

Message: Thanks for making this season the best yet! 
To:  My friends   From:  Disney 

Message: You guys have made my high school year 
unforgettable.  Hopefully, we still get to hangout after 
graduation.  Special shout outs to Ashley R. Kathy V., 
Ashley S., Leo R. Kyle, Shiloh, Vanaris, and Fatima. 

To:  Jasmin   From:  Ceexta 

Message: I love you!  Best friends forever! LOL 

To:  Merman Kyle  From:  Mermaid Elly 

Message: I love ya, you’re the “koulest” merman in all 
the sea.  I had a great year.  Take care. xoxo 

To:  the football team   From:  Vontay 

Message: To the goons that played at the 2008 Spring 
Game and the 2008 season, I hope yall boys make it 
because I know I am! 

To:  Class of 2009  From:  Zeitgeist 

Message: Congratulations!  Have a great summer and 
take care. 


