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MSSH’s first pep rally of the year 
By: Kierra Haywood  
 After many months of anx-
ious anticipation, the day  to express 
our pent-up school spirit had finally 
arrived. Miami Springs held its first 
pep rally of the 2008-2009 school 
year in the completely renovated 
gymnasium. With its brightly pol-
ished basketball court and new and 
improved bleachers with aisles and 
safety rails, the MSSH gym is cer-
tainly worthy of our praise.  Most of 
those who attended the pep rally 
exhibited tremendous amounts of 
energy and excitement, but as al-
ways, the  most vocal and animated 
class were the Seniors! They 
screamed, jumped, and shouted 
there contentment all the way to the 
rafters. Not all of the classes were 
energized, according to Junior, Sarai 
Nobrega who stated, “9th graders 

had no spirit”.  Surely, the lack of 
enthusiasm exhibited by the 9th 
graders was due to their lack of pep 
rally experience. Undoubtedly, as 
the  Freshmen attend future pep-
rallies and 
are over-
come with 
Hawk pride, 
their school 
spirit  and 
participation 
in all the pep 
rally activi-
ties will in-
crease dra-
matically.                
 This 
reporter per-
sonally enjoyed the pep rally.  It was 
a great way for students to articulate 
their personal feelings towards the 

school they’ve grown to  love.  Jun-
ior, Sharliamar Jackson, apparently 
thought otherwise, she felt it could've 
been better.  "The students were 
lacking school spirit", she stated. 

There were 
many perfor-
mances. The 
Golden 
Girls, Color 
Guard, Aqui 
Entre Nos 
Salsa Group,  
Dance Fu-
sion, Band, 
and Drama 
Club came 
out and gave 
their all to 

entertain the crowd. Also featured at 
the pep rally was a relay race spon-
sored by the Student Government. 

Mr. Jason Allen, Ms. Monica 
Shmidt, Ms. Barbara Martinez, and 
Ms. Corina Mills battled it out along 
side the students. Racers had to dress 
up in ridiculous garments with a hula 
hoop attached to their waists, race to 
a chair, and burst a balloon with 
their bottoms. Mr. Allen and his 
team were the top “balloon busters”. 
 This was certainly an event 
where students and teachers were 
able to  showcase their athletic abili-
ties or lack thereof.  Most of all, the 
pep rally proved to be a great suc-
cess, and most students who attend-
ed would agree that it was worth the 
wait.  Plans for an upcoming pep 
rally are in the works before the year 
is out, and if future pep rallies prove 
to be half as entertaining as the first 
one, then we are all in for a tremen-
dous treat. 

By: Monica Vasquez 

 The Garnet team, led by Mr. 
Wilson’s 21 point effort, squeezed 
out a 1 point victory over the Gold 
team at MSSH’s Annual Faculty 
Basketball Game. The game was 
held on March 19th in front of a 
crowd of over 500 students and 
school personnel. This long awaited 
match did not disappoint the multi-
tude of fans in attendance as it 
proved to be an exciting game  
from start to finish.  The anticipa-
tion mounted as the players took 
center court at the start of the game.  
Ms. Medina and Ms. Latoni 
“coached” the Garnet Team, and 
Ms. Perez and Ms. DelaFuente, the 
Gold Team. The students cheered 
and supported the players with 
great enthusiasm.  The game proved 
to be a back-and-forth nail biter. 
With over 5 ties and just as many 
lead changes, the game had every-
one on the edge of their seats. Ms. 
Medina was yelling plays from the 
sidelines, and Ms. Perez was very 
entertaining with her funny antics 
and lively cheers.   
 The Half-Time show was  
just as entertaining as the game it-
self.  Performances by  the Golden 
Girls, Aqui Entre Nos Salsa Group, 

and Dance Fusion all showed their 
Golden Hawk Pride through their 
well rehearsed and spirited dancing. 
The tension at the end of the game 
was insane with Wilson, and Lo-
renzo each hitting 3 point shots to 
help the Garnet team defeat the Gold 
team.     
 In the end, the Garnet Team 
won 61—60.  It was an unbelievable 
game and a great success, according 
to Mr. Allen, member of the winning 
Garnet Team.  “All the faculty mem-
bers played hard, and it was a great 
turnout.”  No doubt, the faculty 
members who participated in this 
years game are looking forward to 
showcasing their considerable skills 

once again at next year’s event.  
 Finally, the Zeitgeist Staff 
would like to extend their sincere 
appreciation and gratitude to all of 
the faculty members, students, and 
half-time performers that participated 
and contributed their time and effort 
to make this year’s event a resound-
ing success.   

Faculty Basketball Game 

 

Photo: Scott Bryson 

Final Scores 

Garnet—61 Gold—60 

Points—Garnet 

Wilson—21 

Lorenzo—16 

Allen—13 

Flores—4 

Ascorbe—4 

Urrusuno—3 Air balls, 1 shot reject-
ed 

 

Points—Gold 

Ennis—15 

Perez—11 

Saunders—11 

Butler—11 

Jackson—2 

Rodriguez—2 Photo: Gisella Loffredo 
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Barack Obama: Hard at work in the White House 
By: Scott Bryson 

 Although  President Barack 

Obama’s 100 days in office are not 

quite finished, he has already accom-

plished many of the goals he set out 

for himself during the grueling cam-

paign season leading up to his histor-

ic election back in November, 2008.  

The following is a brief day-by-day 

compilation of some of the key deci-

sions and initiatives implemented by 

the new president.    

Day 1: January 20th: During Presi-

dent Barack Obama’s inauguration, 

members of the president’s staff 

were already hard at working setting 

rules and making orders. Chief of 

Staff, Rahm Emanuel, signs an order 

halting all pending federal regula-

tions issued by the Bush administra-

tion, until they can be furthered re-

viewed by the Obama administra-

tion. 

Day 2: January 21: Mr. Obama is-

sues an executive order mandating 

greater openness for the records of 

former presidents, and calls for the 

freezing of pay for senior White 

House staff. President Obama also 

issues stricter ethics’ guidelines, or-

dering all executive appointees to 

sign an “ethics pledge,” stating they 

will not take gifts from lobbyists up-

on their arrival into office. 

 Day 5: January 24: President 

Obama begins formally promoting 

stimulus plan in first radio address. 

Day 8: The President meets with 

Senate and House GOP leaders at 

Capitol Hill, calls for aid for Gaza 

refugees, and reaches out to Muslims 

in first T.V. interview since taking 

office, stating he wants Muslims 

around the world to know, 

“Americans are not your enemy.” 

Day 10: January 29th: Obama signs 

his first bill into law, a pay equity 

measure called, “the Lilly Ledbetter 

Fair Pay Act,” which allows workers 

more time to file court cases regard-

ing pay discrimination. 

Day 21: February 9: The President 

holds first T.V. prime-time news 

conference, discussing his economic 

stimulus package. 

Day 22: Senate passes stimulus 

package. 

Day 23: Switch to digital television 

postponed to allow consumers more 

time to prepare. 

Day 29: Stimulus Bill is signed into 

law. 

Day 30: Secretary of State Hillary 

Clinton meets with officials in Indo-

nesia to strengthen “partnerships” 

with the country. 

Day 31: President Obama creates the 

Urban Affairs Office. 

Day 35: Mr. Obama pledges to re-

duce the $1.3 trillion deficit in half 

by end of first term. 

Day 38: President Obama unveils his 

$3.55 billion budget plan, which if 

passed would inevitably raise taxes 

on wealthy Americans, cut the cost 

of Medicare, and lays the ground-

work for health care reform. 

Day 39: Obama pledges that by Au-

gust 31, 2010, “our combat mission 

in Iraq will end.” 

Day 42: President Obama releases 

President Bush’s anti-terrorism 

memos, which state how former 

President Bush had broad powers to 

“set aside” constitutional rights, 

when it comes to the fight against 

terrorism. The Obama Administra-

tion also says that the CIA de-

stroyed 92 interrogation videos of 

suspected terrorists. 

Day 43: The Obama Administration 

plans to send “two envoys” to Syria 

to begin “preliminary conversa-

tions.” 

Day 49: President Obama lifts re-

strictions on stem cell research, 

which overturns a ban imposed by 

the Bush administration on federal 

funding. 

Day 51: Creates The White House 

council of Women and Girls. 

Day 60: Pres. Obama reaches out 

to the country of Iran, stating his 

administration “is now committed 

to diplomacy that addresses the 

full range of issues before us.” 

Day 66: President Obama address-

es Spanish language T.V. viewers 

and holds a virtual town hall meet-

ing. 

Day 70: Mr. Obama signs the Om-

nibus Public Lands Management 

Act of 2009, which protects land in 

9 states from any present or future 

development. 

If you wish to find out more about 

the accomplishments of the Obama 

administration, you can visit: 

http://www.npr.org/news/

specials/2009/obamatracker/ 

http://www.npr.org/news/specials/2009/obamatracker/�
http://www.npr.org/news/specials/2009/obamatracker/�
http://www.npr.org/news/specials/2009/obamatracker/�
http://www.npr.org/news/specials/2009/obamatracker/�
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By: Amanda Valdespino 

 Not many people are familiar 
with the lady in the copy room on the 
second floor. Since 1996, Mrs. Julia 
Garcia has been responsible for dupli-
cating thousands of tests, school doc-
uments and memorandums and teach-
er handouts to be used by students on 
a daily basis.   The majority of the 
time, Mrs. Garcia is hidden from 
view by towering stacks of papers 
and surrounded by heavy duty ma-
chinery that radiate extreme heat 
caused by their seemingly non-stop 
operation.  Mrs. Garcia is the lady 
whom faculty and staff entrust with 
worksheets and tests that need to be 
duplicated perfectly and in a matter 
of minutes. Each day, Mrs. Garcia 
dutifully tends to her work without 
complaint or hesitation.  A perfec-

tionist at heart, she accomplishes 
each task with the upmost precision. 
Although this incredible woman is 
merely known to most of us as “the 
copy lady”, this reporter recently had 
the unique privilege to interview 
Mrs. Julia Garcia and discovered just 
how important her job is to the 
school.  After speaking with several 
teachers, it became evident that 
without Mrs. Garcia, the whole 
foundation of this school would 
simply fall apart.  

 Here are some unknown facts 
about Mrs. Garcia. 

Favorite School Subject:  Math 

Least:  Science 

Favorite Movie:  Blue Lagoon 

Favorite Singer:  Marcos Witt 

Favorite Type of Shows: Funny 
and/or Romantic 

What do you like to do on your 
spare time:  Do shopping 

How many paper cuts do you re-
ceive on a daily basis?  3 to 4 

Who gives you the most copies? 
Depends on the day and subject. 

Average paper use per week?  8 
to 10 cases 

Do you ever feel bad for trees? 
Yeah but it’s my job. 

Ever get tired of papers? I enjoy 
my job and I enjoy papers because 
they don’t answer back. 

Favorite quote: God is in control 

Who Inspires you? Jesus 

 

What we didn’t know about our teachers 

Hawk Pride: Julia Garcia 

  By: Daniella Cordoves 

 Contrary to popular belief, 
many of our admired MSSH teach-
ers didn't start their careers as educa-
tors.  Have you ever wondered about 
their lives prior to becoming teach-
ers? Many teachers have had some 
pretty interesting jobs in their past. 
You would never think any of your 
teachers have had some surprising 
jobs.  Well, it might just surprise you 
with what a few teachers reveal 
about their previous jobs.  
 A former Microbiologist, 
Ms. Icaza, said, “I saw a lot of gory 
things.” However, she thoroughly 
enjoyed this job. Ms. Manning, once 
worked as a Bellsouth line person 
repairing electrical polls (shown in 
picture). Mrs. Karlick worked over 
10 years as a Legal Secretary for a 
local law firm before becoming a 
teacher.  Although she   enjoyed 
most aspects of her job, she  never 
quite took to visiting clients in jail 
with the attorneys or meeting clients 
with serious legal problems. 

 Ms. Ackner, who worked at 
Olive Garden in New York said, 
“they recycled the bread.” Although 
that may give some a queasy feeling 
especially if you’ve  enjoyed a re-
cent meal at that establishment,  she 
claimed that it was a good learning 
experience. Mr. Samuelson was pre-
viously a DJ back in the 1970’s. He 
was a disc jockey of free-form rock 

music in Albany, New York. Many 
of these teachers started in jobs like 
this before ever thinking about actu-
ally becoming a teacher. Having dif-
fering jobs taught them many things 

they would have never thought they 
would use in their teaching profes-
sion. It may be hard to believe that 
these teachers once held these jobs 
teachers as they are frequently un-
derestimated. Many  students may 

believe their teachers simply grad-
uated from college and/or universi-
ty and immediately started teach-
ing.  In truth, teachers, much like 
other professionals, come from 
diverse backgrounds and possess a 
wide array of experiences.   

 Moreover, most of us have 
to start somewhere before we em-
bark on our long-term  careers. 
We, students, usually start  small, 
obtaining employment at local su-
permarkets or fast food restaurants, 
before deciding on a potential ca-
reer path.  Of course, the same 
goes for teachers. You must first 
get your feet wet  before actually 
finding a career that suits the per-
son’s interests either by circum-
stance or personal choice. It takes 
time for us to really discover what 
our future has in store for us. 

 Here are some MSSH’s 
teachers and the jobs they’ve  held 
in the past. 

Barge—Band lead singer 

Rarick—Firefighter and Vietnam 
Veteran 

Muller—Lifeguard for 6 years, 
pumped gas in New Jersey and 
New York, and was a “mosquito 
sprayer” 

Cortina—Private piano instructor 
at Broward Community College. 

 

Teacher Feature: 

Robert O’Connor 

Photo: Gisella Loffredo 

By. Yuddimila Santiesteban 

 The Zeitgeist would like to 
welcome the newest addition to the 
Hawk’s Nest, Mr. Robert O’Con-
nor. Mr. O’Connor is an A.P. Eco-
nomics teacher that came to us 
from Palmetto Senior High School. 

 Mr. O’Connor was born in 
Kingston, Jamaica. His favorite 
movie is “Terms of Endearment”; 
and when asked what two words 
would likely describe him the best, 
he chose: “hardworking” and 
“dedicated”.  This reporter inquired 
whether or not he participated or 
sponsored any school activity or 
sport; he stated, “I wish I could. 
The Faculty Basketball Game was 
great. I have a muscle condition 
which affects my legs; therefore, I 
am unable to participate in sports.”  

 Mr. O’Connor expresses his 
positive impressions our school 
saying, “I think this is a wonderful 
school, the kids are nice, the facul-
ty is nice, and the principal’s 
great.”  

 On behalf of the faculty, 
staff, and student body, we wel-
come you to Miami Springs Senior 
High School, and thank you for 
your commitment to education and 
your willingness to open up to this 
reporter.  

Students say what? 

“He’s a really good teacher, he ex-
plains things well, and his lessons 
are really funny.  He has a very 
good sense of humor.  There isn’t a 
day I’m not interested in the les-
son.” — Luis R. Pineda 

 

“He actually teaches; he doesn’t 
give us just book work, he makes 
you learn and understand what he’s 
teaching.  He’s a nice person too; 
he’s trying to help me get into a 
good college.” — Devontay Adder-

Photo courtesy of Ms. Manning 
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What’s for dinner?  

By: Tiffany Garcia 

 In this fast paced generation, 
people are always looking for a mira-
cle diet plan that’s going to help 
them shed those extra pounds 
they’ve been carrying.  Summer is 
fast approaching and its time to get 
lean before you hit the beach.  How-
ever, before you get started, there a 
few factors you should take into con-
sideration.  A very healthy decision 
would be not to follow fad diets. A 
fad diet is a weight loss diet that be-
comes very popular, because it is 
guaranteed to deliver “too good to be 
true” results. However, a fad diet can 
lose its popularity as fast as it was 
gained because it tends to be very 
unhealthy. Health experts say that 
cutting down on breads, rice and 
sugar and eating plenty of fruits and 
vegetables can help you lose at least 
2-4 pounds every 3 weeks. The 
South Beach Diet, The Grapefruit 
Diet and The Pomegranate Diet are 
all fad diets that have been proven to 
deliver results, but the regiments can 
be hard to follow because there are 

limited to certain types of foods. For 
example, The Pomegranate Diet tells 
you to drink a bottle of pomegranate 
juice in the morning for breakfast. 
However, you should also include in 
your diet at least 2 pieces of fruit and 
some form of protein before you start 
your day. In order to keep your body 
healthy, you must exercise at least an 
hour a day, follow a healthy diet and 
drink plenty of water. Exercising 
doesn’t mean running around until 
your lungs explode, but simply going 
out for a long walk. Take your dog to 
the park and play with him/her for a 
good hour. You will be surprised at 
how much fun you’ll have while 
you’re losing weight. Yoga is also a 
fun and exciting way to get your 
hour of exercise. Finally, drinking 
plenty of water can get you started 
on the road to a healthy body. Keep-
ing your body hydrated helps to 
nourish your cells, clear your skin, 
and grow healthy nails. If you follow 
this regiment, not only will you feel 
healthier, but you are guaranteed to 
look healthier.  

By: Blanca Ibanez 

 Parents, kids and teens gath-
ered together on March 26, 2009 to 
show support for the dedication of the 
new City of Miami Springs Recrea-
tion center.  The Mayor of Miami 
Springs, Billy 
Bain, Miami-
Dade County 
Commissioner 
Rebecca Sosa 
and other im-
portant people 
who contribut-
ed to the soon 
to be built, 
state-of –the-
art recreation 
center were in 
attendance at 
the  dedication ceremony to mark 
what was called “history in the mak-
ing”.  Mayor Billy Bain spoke for a 
few minutes and revealed that con-
struction of the new recreation center 
would cost approximately $6 million 
dollars.  Some people in attendance at 

the ceremony suggested that it was-
n’t easy to make this happen, but it’s 
something that the community need-
ed. For this reason, those involved 
with the project worked hard for 5 
years to arrive at this point.  As men-

tioned by Re-
becca Sosa 
“when there’s a 
crisis we keep 
going because 
our nation is 
strong.”  The 
rebuilding of 
the recreation 
center is a com-
pletion of a 
promise and 
contract that 
was made by all 

the individuals who worked tirelessly 
to get this project off the ground. 
Moreover, all the attendees  thanked 
the community of Miami Springs for 
trusting them and hoping that in a 
year from now, we will all join in 
celebrating the completion of the 
new recreation center.   

Out with the old, in with the new Fad  Diets: What to do? 

  Breast cancer Awareness 

 

Photo by: Yailin Puga 

By: Tatiana Bendross 

 MSSH is home to numerous   clubs/
organizations that appeal to the  wide-ranging 
and diverse interests of the student body. One 
club that students may join is called HOSA 
(Health Occupation Students of America), 
which participates in various medical competi-
tions. As a member of HOSA you may run for  
multiple leadership positions. For the last three 
years, Ashley Colemen (President), Milagros 
Llanes (Vice-President), and Matthew Hobbs 
(Treasurer) have prepared a breast cancer 
awareness presentation. They have also held a 
health fair where the community comes to sup-
port. Some students members have had the op-
portunity to learn about breast cancer. Breast 
awareness participants hold presentations in 
various classrooms. Last year, HOSA members 
placed 5th at districts, while this year they 
placed 2nd. The State Competition starts April 
2, 2009. It is held for four days in Orlando. If 
the Springs’ team places high enough in Orlan-
do, they will be eligible to compete Nationals 
in Tennessee. Approximately 20 students had 
the opportunity to participate in competition 
while 15 of them competed at district level. 
The HOSA can be a fun and rewarding club to 
join.  However, before you can become a mem-
ber, you  must complete a medical related as-
signment, and chose one of the following op-
tions: spelling, drawing, or essay.  You may 
even be as fortunate as to have the opportunity 
to teach a class. HOSA is always accepting  
new members. Next year it could be you in Or-
lando or Tennessee at Districts or Nationals. 

American Cancer Society Relay For Life — 
Friday, April 24 at 6:00 p.m. in JC Bermudez 
Park (Doral) 

By: Paul Alcantara 

Think back just a few 
years, and what do you remem-
ber about Miami Springs’ Busi-
ness District? There were the  
typical “Mom and Pop” stores 
and a few restaurants, many of 
these establishments closed by 
late afternoon and weren’t really 
kid friendly.  There was no real 
night entertainment, until now.  
There has never been such a 
gathering of restaurants and hang 
out spots as we have now. It’s 
amazing how our beloved town 
has managed to become so popu-
lar in short span of 5 to 6 years. 
With assorted restaurants, a cof-
fee shop, and an ice cream parlor, 
there is certainly less reasons to 
leave town.  So save on gas and 
take a walk down to the Circle 
and see what is taking place be-
fore our eyes.  Additionally, 
there is the renovation of the 
Recreational Center.  Conse-
quently, there is lots to do and 
experience here in Miami 
Springs, and the best part is that 
many of these new business cater 
to all ages. For young and old, 
there is something for everyone.   

For example, it’s a hot 
summer day, so  get out of the 
heat.  Go guzzle down a refresh-
ing drink and chat with friends. 
But where?  Starbucks is open 
waiting to serve you delicious 

frosty drinks, and flavorful iced 
coffees.  You can sit outside and 
watch the world go by. This relax-
ing scene can only be found here. 
Now parents, do not fret, Starbucks 
not only serves coffee. They have 
an assortment of teas and frosty 
fruit drinks. Also, the coffee shop 
offers free Wi-Fi for those with a 
laptop. Come checkout the local 
scene.  You’ll probably find a fa-
miliar face or two.    

“Bonjour et comment ça 
va”? Meaning good day and how 
are you? Greetings that can only be 
found in one place. No, not France, 
for all you French enthusiasts, but 
Miami Springs’ very own Crepe 
Maker! Delicious French delicacies 
found in our own backyard. 
Friendly and serviceable staff with 
a French flair.  If you close your 
eyes, you could almost swear you 
were in the dead center of Paris, 
France. The crepes come in a vari-
ous sizes. You can have a lunch 
crepe, chicken and veggies, and for 
those of you with a sweet tooth, 
you can have a dessert crepe, made 
of fruit and chocolate, whipped 
cream, etc.  Still, whichever you 
choose, you can’t help but exclaim, 
“Bon Appetite!” 

From French cuisine to Ital-
ian flavor, we move down the 
street to the recently opened, 
“Original Big Tomato”. If you 
have not given this restaurant a 
chance, you are missing out on 

some amazing gourmet pizza, al-
ways fresh, and piping hot. What 
more can you ask for? Well, they 
have an assorted menu, which in-
cludes salads, wraps, sandwiches, 
and soups.  

For you fish lovers, there is 
Springs Seafood Co.  This quaint 
little restaurant is nestled between 
Subways and Milam’s Market.  It 
serves daily lunch and dinner spe-
cials.  You can order something as 
simple as a fish sandwich with 
fries or a whole Florida lobster 
stuffed with crab meat. If you hap-
pen to be tagging along with a 
friend, you will be glad to now that 
they serve the ever popular chicken 
finger platter and Caesar salad. 

Finally, we get to my favor-
ite locale, Scoops. The name says 
it all, you can have a cone of vanil-
la or try a more exotic flavor, such 
as rainbow sherbet. From the fla-
vorful milk shakes to the popular 
grand banana split, you just can’t 
help but crack a smile. You can 
have your ice cream any way you 
like it, with whipped cream, hot 
fudge, nuts, cherries, etc.  The only 
regret you may have is not order-
ing two! 

So, next time you are cruis-
ing the streets with friends and are 
not sure where to go, try one of 
these fabulous restaurants. You 
will not be disappointed. Hope to 
see you there!  
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Oldies but goodies: TV shows from the past 

Movie Releases 

By: Elise Mesa 

As the old saying goes, 
“shows on television these days just 
aren’t the same as they were when 
we were growing up.”  “Hannah 
Montana” has become what “Lizzie 
Maguire” was for my generation and 
cartoons are nearly extinct, virtually 
replaced by live action programs.  
Our lunch boxes once decorated 
with “The Little Mermaid”, have 
now been replaced with headshots of 
Troy Bolton. To those of my genera-
tion, children shows of the new mil-
lennium will never begin to compare 
to the classics of the 80’s and 90’s. 

 Whenever a cancelled televi-
sion show from our childhood is 
mentioned, the reminiscing begins 
with vivid memories of the beloved 
characters, episodes and theme  
songs we still haven’t forgotten. 
Who can forget that kid from “Hey 
Arnold” with the football-shaped 
head or humming to the theme-song 

from “Doug”. Each of us can recall 
trying to attempt an experiment from 
“Out of the Box” or “Bill Nye the 
Science Guy” , while never quit 
achieving the results we had hoped 
for. Girls would pretend to be their 
favorite “Sailor Moon” scout, while 
the boys would morph into their fa-
vorite “Mighty Morphin’ Power 
Ranger”. 

During the process of writing 
this article, the Zeitgeist journalism  
class-members could not help but  
engage in our own discussions on the 
subject and came up with our own list 
of favorite shows. Paul Alcantara 
brings up the Nickelodeon sketch 
show “All That” while everyone 
agrees that at one point or another 
they dreamed they would be a cast 
member. I can’t help but chime in 
with another nickelodeon show 
“Double Dare”, the slimey game 
show for kids where you would dare, 
double dare, then announce a physi-

cal challenge against the opposing 
team. 

Amanda Valdespino:  “X-men Evolu-
tion, Rocko’s Modern Life” 

Tiffany Garcia: “Pete & Pete, Looney 
Toons, Legends of the Hidden Tem-
ple” 

Greg Baker: “Doug, Angry Beavers, 
Boy Meets World” 

Daniella  Cordoves: “Are You Afraid 
of the Dark” 

Elise Mesa: “Rocket Power, Double 
Dare, Power Rangers” 

Gina Stoney: “Ahh Real Monsters, 
Pepper Ann, Pinky & the Brain, PB& 
J” 

Becky Richey: “All That, Kablamm” 

Brianna Gagne: “Bill Nye, Captain 
Planet, Even Stevens” 

Ciera Delgado: “Ren & 
Stimpy” 

By: Nicholas Soto 

 Many people enjoy down-
loading new applications for 
“Smart” phones as well as the iPod 
touch. While browsing for new ap-
plications, people can read reviews 
and screenshots of the applications 
they would like to download. Even 
though there are a ton of applications 
to choose from, free or paid, there 
are always a certain few that stand 
out from the crowd. 

Best Free App’s.: 

Skype (a free call and messaging 
app.) 

MySpace (a mini version of the web-
site) 

Facebook (a mini version of the 
website) 

Shazam (a music tagging app.) 

Tap Tap Revenge & Tap Tap Re-
venge 2 (a rhythm based game) 

3D Brick Breaker (a version of the 
game “Breakout”) 

Best Paid Apps: 

Flight Control (a flight simulator) 

Pocket God (a Castle War style 
game) 

Zombieville USA (a survival game) 

Textfree Unlimited (allows you to 
text for free after a onetime fee) 

Wolfenstein 3D Classic (an exact 
port of the original version) 

Applications 

By. Jamilet Perez  and Sujayne 
Hernandez 

 The film Slumdog Million-
aire, was released in the United 
States on January 23, 2009. Directed 
by Danny Boyle and Loveleen 
Tandan, the movie recounts the story 
of a young man from Mumbai who 
gets to appear on India’s own ver-
sion of the popular game show 
“Who wants to be a Millionaire”. 
The journey from extremely poor 
boy from the slums to winning the 
top prize, the film surpasses people’s 
expectations.  Actor Dev Patel plays 
the role of a young boy who was 
born and raised in a poverty stricken 
slum. Danny Boyle claims to have 
considered hundreds of young male 
actors to play the part. Boyle be-
lieved that the actors from Bolly-
wood were strong and handsome, 
but they didn’t have the personality 
traits he was looking for. However, 
Gail Stevens, the casting director, 
pointed to a British television show 
in which Dev Patel was a cast mem-
ber, and he was finally casted in Au-
gust 2007.     
 Slumdog Millionaire was 
debuted at the Telluride Film Festi-
val on August 30, 2008, receiving 
positive feedback from the audience. 
The film was also screened at the 
Toronto International Film Festival 

on September 7, 2008, where it re-
ceived “The People’s Choice 
Award”. In the first week of being 
released, the film grossed an incredi-
ble sum of $350,434 in ten theatres 
and a strong average of $35,043 per 
theatre. From there, the movie kept 
expanding to other theatres, and final-
ly ended earning $100,838,744.  The 
film’s portrayal of India’s  poverty 
and Hinduism was the subject of 
much controversy. The film faced 
criticism from the public that alleged 
the film makes stereotypes about In-
dia’s slums. The film also faced law-
suits from groups like “Slum-
dwellers” who felt that the film was a 
defamation against them and what 
they represent.   
 Although the film faced some 
rough times, it received many prestig-
ious awards, was nominated for ten 
Academy Awards, and  won eight of 
them including, Best Picture, Best 
Director, Best Adapted Screenplay, 
Best Cinematography, Best Sound 
Mixing ,Best Film Editing, and Best 
Original Score. Slumdog Millionaire 
also won all of the four awards it was 
nominated for in the Golden Globe 
Awards. Ultimately, this film was a 
great success and surprised most of 
the movie-going public by becoming 
one of the greatest commercial suc-
cesses in movie history. 

Slumdog Millionaire 

much more is known about the 
movie as of now, but it sounds 
promising. “Iron Man 2” is also 
being released in Spring of 2010; 
however, not much is known of 
this release yet.  

 Finally, Walt Disney Pro-
ductions is also planning the re-
lease of “Prince of Persia” in May 
2010.  Future projects include  
“Toy Story 3”, “Hairspray 2”, and 
“Alice in Wonderland”, which is a 
remake of the original set to re-
lease on March 5th 2010. We can 
also expect to see “The  Smurfs”, 
“Conan”, “Wizard 
of Oz” and a new 
“Green Lantern” 
adaptation. 

By: Stephen Brinkman 

 Attention movie watchers, 
hold on to your seats because this 
year brings several blockbuster films, 
which could top last years earnings 
records. Transformers 2: Revenge of 
the Fallen is expected to be released 
June 24, 2009. The sequel  further 
develops the story of Autobots vs. 
Decepticons. It is said that the robots 
will get much more screen time this 
time around.  

 The 6th installment in Harry 
Potter series (Harry Potter and the 
Half Blood Prince) will also get a 
film adaption this year. The director 
of this movie is the same director 
who did the fifth movie.  Rumors are  
that the main idea for this movie will 
be the topic of the 7th film.  Quentin 
Tarantino is also directing the new 
movie “Inglorious Basterds”, the 
movie is about a group of Jewish ref-
ugees who attack a group of Nazis. 
The movie features Brad Pit in the 
role of the protagonist. There will al-
so be a new “Star Trek” adaption, 
which will include all of the classic 
characters. James Cameron is also 
making his first original film since 
the “Titanic” entitled “Avatar”. He is 
the same director who directed 
“Terminator 2” and “Aliens”, so it 
should be an epic production. Not 
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By. Devontay Adderley 

 One of the most dominating 
players in the NBA, Dwayne Wade 
can present a challenge even for those 
players that have been in the league 
for several years.  This reporter does 
not know of anyone  that can defend 
against Dwayne Wade when he’s 
making a jump shot or approaching 
the basket. You can’t, because no one 
could guard this man. It’s no longer 
Dade County,  but thanks to Dwayne 

Wade, its now called Wade County. 
After only winning fifteen games 
last year, Dwayne Wade has led his 
team to a 40 plus win season and an 
above 500 record. He went from av-
eraging 24.6 points a game to this 
year being the leagues top scorer at 
29.9 points a game.  

 A lot of people feel like 
Dwayne Wade deserves the title of  
M.V.P. No disrespect to LeBron 
James or Kobe Bryant, but this re-
porter certainly agrees with those  
sports casters that place Wade at the 
top. Not only did he lead his team to 
numerous wins, but they have a real 
shot at the NBA championship this 
year. This is Dwayne Wade’s chance 
to prove, just like Kobe Bryant, that 
he doesn’t need Shaquille O'Neal to 
win a championship. If he doesn’t 
get the title of  M.V.P., many fans 
will be disappointed.  Still to South 
Florida, he will always be our Most 
Valuable Player. 

By: Luis Gutierrez  

 It’s Spring time, and you 
what that means. As legendary an-
nouncer Dick Vital likes to say, “Its 
tournament time baybeeeeeee!!!”  
NCAA officials have selected the 
sixty-five best teams to play in Col-
lege Basketball’s Annual Men’s 
Championship Tournament.  How-
ever, for the first time ever, first and 
second round games will be played 
down here in the 305. 

 On Sunday, March 15th, 
NCAA officials picked the different 
seeding and games for the annual 
tournament. Louisville, Pittsburgh, 
Connecticut, and powerhouse North 

 New coach, new attitude 

Carolina were named top dogs as the 
number one seeds.  All four teams   
held the #1 ranking in the Associated 
Press Top 25 Poll at some point dur-
ing the season.  Yes, these teams can 
call themselves #1, but they should 
not take any team in the tournament 
lightly.  Remember, only the best get 
invited to this tournament. 

 This year, NCAA officials 
tapped Miami to host first and sec-
ond round games.  First round games 
held in Miami will be 5 seed Utah 
vs. 12 seed Arizona, 4 seed Wake 
Forest vs. 13 seed Cleveland State, 3 
seed Syracuse vs. 14 seed Stephen F. 
Austin, and 6 seed Arizona State vs. 
11 seed Temple.  The victors of the 
first round games meet in the second 
round while the loser are eliminated.  

 The field of 65 is set.  After 
each game one team will fall until 
there is only one team left standing 
as College Basketball’s best.  So, let 
the madness settle in and enjoy the 
show baybeeeeeee!!! 

Madness in Miami: College Basketball’s 
best pay a visit to the 305 

Dwayne Wade: Most Valuable Player 

Photo courtesy of Google 

By: Armando Guerrero 

       It can be said that the Miami   

Springs Senior High baseball pro-

gram has always had its share of  

great success as well as some disap-

pointments. The team was one win 

away from the state finals two years 

ago, but were eliminated in a 2-1 loss 

to Palmetto. It was supposed to be a 

promising year for the Hawks behind 

Head Coach, Phil Wiser and a team 

with 12 seniors. After the loss to Pal-

metto and with the loss of key play-

ers and the head coach, it seemed as 

though the Hawks reign was coming 

to an end.  Nonetheless, the Hawks 

would go on to finish 12-9, even af-

ter going through two coaches prior 

to the start of the 2008 season. The 

Hawks went on to the District Semi-

finals, but lost to rival Hialeah High.  

 For the 2009 season, the 

Hawks are looking to bounce back 

with new Head Coach Alfredo Coro-

nel, a familiar face in Miami Springs 

baseball. This year, the team may not 

have many well known players like 

they have had in the past, but with 

young talent, and transfers from oth-

er schools and countries, the Hawks 

are proving they can compete with 

the best. With a young pitching 

squad led by only one senior and  

talented players on the field, the 

Hawks looked to have a promising 

start to the 2009 season. However, 

the Hawks started the preseason fac-

ing a powerhouse Ferguson team full 

of seniors that have been together 

most of their four years. The game  

turned out to be a tough 11-0 loss. “It 

wasn’t as bad as it sounds” said most 

of the players. Ferguson just kept 

finding holes and it looked like first 

game jitters for the Hawks. They 

would bounce back against South-

west winning 4-2. Then came the 

start of the regular season and the 

Hawks began on a roll winning their 

first 6 games.  

 The Hawks would be faced 

with a tough week against top teams 

like Palmetto, Hialeah, and Miami 

High. They would go on to lose all 

three games. Not from lack of talent, 

but lack of execution from the play-

ers. Then the team came back to win 

5 games in a row, and halfway 

through the season, the Hawks are 11

-3 and are one win away from clinch-

ing the playoffs and now face there 

District teams again and are looking 

for revenge. The goal is to finish in 

the top 2 in Districts to compete at 

GMAC and having an easier schedule 

going into the playoffs. So as they 

play more games together, watch out 

for the Hawks to get accustomed to 

each other and start playing better. 

“We’re a family, we look out for each 

other, and it’s time we show other 

schools we’re a force to be reckoned 

with” says Senior Miguel Castano. 

Let’s look for the Golden Hawks 

baseball team to step it up during the 

second half of this season and bring a 

District title back to Miami Springs. 

http://www.nba.com/playerfile/shaquille_oneal/index.html?nav=page�
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helped out each scoring 15 points a 
piece. The biggest question of the 
night was whether Memphis recruits 
Xavier Henry and DeMarcus Cousins 
would stay true to their commitments 
or if they would bolt with former 
Memphis Coach, John Calipari to 
Kentucky.  Kenny Boynton Jr., a 
Point Guard from Fort Lauderdale 
was given a standing ovation when 
introduced in the lineup. 

 With Miami hosting NCAA 
tournament games and the McDon-
alds All American game, it is clearly 
evident that NCAA officials  want to 
raise Miami’s status in the eyes of 
basketball fans throughout the coun-
try.   

The Best Players: 

Derrick Favors 

Dominic Cheek 

Dante Taylor 

Demarcus Cousins 

Xavier Henry 

By:  Luis Gutierrez 

 The stars were indeed shin-
ing bright last Wednesday, April 
1st at the 2009 McDonalds All 
American game.  The annual game 
features the best high school bas-
ketball recruits from around the 
country who have committed or 
signed with the best basketball 
schools like North Carolina, Duke, 
UCLA, and Kentucky just to name 
a few.  However, for the first time 
ever, Miami hosted the annual 
game.   

 The game was held at the 
Bank United Center, home of the 
Miami Hurricanes basketball team.  
Hurricanes Coach, Frank Haith 
said that this game was a “gateway 
into establishing an elite program 
at Miami.”  Despite the already 
sterling reputation of UM football 
and Baseball, Haith also stated that 
his mission is to make “UM bas-
ketball a powerhouse as well and 
that this game brings phenomenal 
opportunities to attract the best tal-
ent from around the nation.” 

 Fans who attended the 
game made themselves very aware 
of Derrick Favors, a Georgia Tech 
commitment.  His 19 points and 8 
rebounds helped his East team get 
past the West 113-110.  Villanova 
bound Dominic Cheek and Pitts-
burgh recruit Dante Taylor also 

The Next Generation: Future College Basketball 
stars shine at McDonalds All American game 

VITAL MIRANDA   #4 

Junior 

Age: 18 

Position: Libero 

Hobbies:  Eating and sleeping 

Future Career Plans: College 

Favorite Radio Station: 90.5 

Favorite Movie: Gladiator 

Favorite TV Shows: Chow-
der, Bones, Family Guy  

Sports Snapshot 
By: Armando Guerrero 

        A first may be in store for our 
Boys Volleyball team in bringing a 
district title to our school for the first 
time. The Hawks have had promising 
teams in the past but always seem to 
fall short of a district title. Last year in 
the championship game against Hiale-
ah, the Hawks lead 2 to 0 going into 
the 3rd set but would end up losing the 
next 3 and losing the game to Hialeah.  
It was a heartbreaker to bare being so 
close and not being able to finish with 
a win. Fortunately, the Hawks are 
back this year and hungrier than ever 
with Senior Middle Hitter, Kyle Ken-
nedy, and Libero, Vital Miranda. With 
a Hialeah team that lost 8 Seniors, this 
appears to be the Hawk’s year. Thus 
far, the team is off to a hot start going 
4-0. This reporter had the opportunity 
to interview Junior, Vital Miranda 
who stated, “This is our year and have 
high hopes.  Nothing is going to stop 
us.” So let’s look out for our Hawks to 
have what could be an undefeated sea-
son and carry the streak into the 
playoffs. 

Photo:  Nyima Casado 

Sports 

Boys Volleyball Schedule 
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