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The hawk’s nest welcomes      
Assistant Principal, Ms. Romero 

By: Samuel Cubas 
 If you haven’t noticed the new face walking around the building hold-
ing a walkie-talkie this year, then this is your chance to meet her.  I am talking 
about the newest addition to the Golden Hawk administrative team, Assistant 
Principal, Sonia Romero.  Ms. Romero came to us from Ferguson High 
School; and although she misses her school, she really loves being a Golden 
Hawk. Ms. Romero personally thanks the entire school for being so welcom-
ing. Personal facts about Ms. Romero that you may not know. For instance, 
she was born in Manhattan. When asked what her favorite school subject 
was, she replied, “I’m not picky, I like all of them.”  Ms. Romero is currently 
working on her doctoral degree and hopes to some day become principal. 
She’s attended FIU and NOVA Southeastern University. Her favorite books 
are leadership books, self improvement, and non-fiction books. In her spare 
time, she plays tennis, reads, shops, and goes to the beach. Two adjectives 
that describe her personally are “proactive and fair”. Ms. Romero taught for 13 
years and started her teaching career at Thomas Jefferson Middle School. 
She taught P.E.  among other classes. Therefore, if you haven’t had the op-
portunity to introduce yourself, this is your opportunity. Ms. Romero oversees 
discipline for the 12th grade. This reporter wishes her a wonderful school 
year.  
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Do ten minutes 
really matter? 
By: Samantha Lopez   
 For public school students across Mi-
ami-Dade County, the new school year 
brought new 
school hours. 
The primary rea-
son for the time 
change was the 
need of the pub-
lic school bus 
transportation 
system to con-
serve gas. With 
the ever increas-
ing prices of 
gasoline, Miami-Dade Public Schools are hop-
ing that by changing the time schedule, it will 
see a decrease in the amount of money spent 
on gas and time. As a result, students from 
Elementary to High School, saw a 10 minute 
change in their schedule. Here at MSSH, the 
change was debated among students whether 
or not it made a significant difference. For in-
coming freshmen, the time was a welcomed 
change.  For other students and teachers, old 
habits are hard to break. This reporter asked 
several Golden Hawks regarding whether the 
change in time really made a difference in 
their day. Junior Stephanie Barahona stated 
that she “really didn’t feel a difference and 
found it pretty much the same.” Contrary to 
Junior David Carballosa who stated that it  
was “ridiculous and pointless, it takes away 
more sleep and is an additional routine I have 
yet to become accustom to”. For the most 
part, it all boiled down to whether 10 minutes 
of extra sleep time was enough to make a 
noticeable difference. For the sake of not be-
ing stuck in traffic in the morning commute, 
many students felt that the 10 minutes was 
helpful. In the afternoon, the early dismissal 
comes in handy for those who are in athletics 
or have signed up for 7th period, allowing 
them a total of ten minutes to use the re-
stroom or grab an afternoon snack. Whatever 
your stance is on the issue, one thing is for 
certain, time change is here to stay. So just 
remember to get to class by 7:20 a.m. 
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Unfit Idols 
By: Grethel Villalobos      
 A recent advertising study shows that 1 in 
every 5 American teenagers idolize popular 
television and movie celebrities, such as Kim 
Kardashian, Brittney Spears, Paris Hilton and 
Lindsay Lohan.  The problem is that the me-
dia depicts these women as idols to impres-
sionable teenagers.  As a result, young wom-
en are being taught to imitate these women 
through million dollar marketing campaigns 
that plaster them all over magazines, news-
paper, internet sites and books.  The reason 
why these women are famous is a morally 
questionable subject. They have been ex-
posed to the media, many since childhood,  
due to their massive wealth, reality shows or 
even, more disturbingly, indecent tapes that 
turned them into overnight sensations.   
  Today's younger society is receiving 
the wrong message; that the path to wealth 
and social status is through deceitful or inde-
cent acts.  Teenagers are forgetting to recog-
nize women who make or have made a posi-
tive impact in society.  For instance, Simone 
de Beauvoir, a French writer and a forerunner 
of the feminist movement, wrote key pieces 
on existentialism and the freedom of individu-
ality.  Her passion was to advance women’s 
rights.  Marie Curie, a multiple Nobel Prize 
recipient in the areas of physics and chemis-
try, who alongside her scientific partner, dis-
covered the element Polonium and Radium.  
She made an impact in young women’s lives 
by introducing innovative teaching methods at 
Sevres, a school for girls.  The reality is that  
not many people have heard of Simone de 
Beauvoir or Marie Curie, but can name the 
three Kardashian sisters without hesitation. 
  Simone de Beauvoir and Marie Curie 
are extraordinary women who most students 
will never hear about, except briefly in ran-
dom school passage.  Today's society must 
learn to recognize and prioritize which moral 
values are important and give more credit to 
positive and innovative people who make a 
difference. Parents and/or siblings are for the 
most part better role models to admire.  
These people are the true idols in our every-
day lives.  They feed and clothe us, provide  
shelter and teach us valuable life lessons that 
carry on into our adulthood.  We should give 
more credit to our teachers who educate us 
and give us concrete learning tools that will 
help shape and determine our lives and fu-
ture. Fake idols that are constantly in the 
news for immoralities or felony convictions 
are the wrong people to look up to.  While 
they appear to be glamorous, we must re-
member that not everything that shines is 
gold.  Our standards must be set higher.  As 
the future of tomorrow, we must learn to dif-
ferentiate the true leaders of today.   

Amendment II: Right to bear arms 
By: Grethel Villalobos 
 Amendment II of the Bill of Rights adopted into the United States Con-
stitution on December 15, 1791, gives the people of the United States the right 
to keep and bear arms. Adopted in conjunction with the rest of the Bill of 
Rights, Amendment II was instituted during a time in history when the United 
States was in dire need to defend itself against foreign enemies.  However, 
recently many Americans have come to question whether or not U.S citizens 
should continue to be allowed to hold arms.     
 Conservative Americans argue that  putting guns in the hands of the 
general public is a mistake we cannot afford to make.  “As a conservative, I 
feel people are vulnerable to threats at any given time.” “Everyday some indi-
vidual falls victim to an act of violence,” states Ivania Delacruz, C/CPT, former                       
JROTC.  “We all have the right to protect ourselves against life threatening             
situations.” It’s a simple fact, we should be allowed to pick and choose.”              
 While the right to bear arms is protected by the second amendment,                        
it continues to be a long debated subject between what the Constitution       
                 Continued on page 2    

Photo: Jorge Gonzalez 

 



  

 

News Page 2 

MSSH welcomes new teachers 
By: Jessica Aday and Annette Hernandez 

considers an individual's right to own firearms and the duty of government to protect 
its citizens.  However, in recent years, the Second Amendment has been abused by 
violent individuals that have taken advantage of our Constitutional rights.  While a 
majority of American citizens support the right to bear arms, many are still paying the 
price of those who act irresponsibly and break the law.  There are many individuals 
who fall victim to drive-by shootings or even accidental deaths as a result of said 
freedom.  Americans have a fascination with guns, dating back to the American Rev-
olutionary War.  Guns have become a staple of American history and culture, partic-
ularly among males.  In the hands of private citizens, guns violence is the cause for a 
large percentage of the death toll in the U.S. every year. “More than 80 Americans 
die every day from gun violence.” (Coalition to Stop Gun Violence)  Based on crime 
statistics, one could argue that gun ownership should be banned or become more 
tightly restricted.  Too many individuals are paying the price of what seems like an 
outdated system. A gun present in a home serves as a catalyst for accidental fatali-
ties. And either by chance or circumstance, children are paying the price for adult 
mistakes.  According to the “CAGV”, “2.6 million children have easy access to guns 
in their homes.”  Guns should never be within the reach of children.   Florida's 
gun laws are stricter than many other states due to the increasing violence attributed 
to private gun ownership.  Many feel that the system is flawed and that the need for 
personal protection outweighs the increasing risks.  However, many of the people 
who support gun ownership, become victims of individuals who legally obtain guns to 
commit crimes.  While the government has its flaws, its right to protect individuals 
should rest solely with the criminal justice system. Our legal system clearly states 
that citizens cannot take the law into their own hands.  According to the National 
Education Association Health Information Network (NEAHIN), “American children are 
16 times more likely to be murdered with a gun, 11 times more likely to commit sui-
cide with a gun, and nine times more like to die from a firearm accident than children 
in 25 other industrialized countries combined.”  The only sure way to protect acci-
dents and the increasing violence of gun usage is to revise the Second Amendment.  
It was enacted at a time when owning a gun was a way of life.  We live in a modern 
society where the need for owning a gun is less of a concern.  We will only see a 
drop in crime rates when citizens decrease their gun usage. "Mutual protection 
should be the aim of citizens, not individual self-protection. Until we are willing to 
outlaw the very existence or manufacture of civilian handguns, we have no right to 
call ourselves citizens or consider our behavior even minimally civil," stated Garry 
Willis, historian and writer. 

Amendment II: Right to bear arms 

A needle for a life 
By : Ivania Delacruz     
 On Tuesday, September 21, 2010 and Wednesday, September 22, 2010, a 
blood drive was held at MSSH. To this reporter’s surprise, there was quite a turn out 
of support. There were students arriving from every direction. “Donating blood is defi-
nitely a rewarding experience you would want to undergo at least once in your life“, 
stated Emily Scott. The entire procedure only takes approximately 45 minutes, but the 
actual donation of blood requires less than 10 minutes . When giving blood, your sav-
ing the lives of three people with each pint donated, and the fluid you give is replen-
ished by your body naturally within 24 hours. It’s a safe procedure. Attendants use 
sterile needles that are discarded after every use. Take it from me. I love the idea of 
someone being saved because I took a little time from my busy schedule. Give it shot 
Golden Hawks, the life you save can be your own.    
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Ban on Gay Adoptions 

Mr. Donath 

Subject: All types of science 
Previous job: International ministry 
Future goals: Prove himself as a teacher 
Random fact: “I love to scuba dive.” 
Craziest adventure: Trip to the middle 
east 
Favorite childhood memory: Playing with                                
his pet dog “Sentella” 
Hero: Gladiator 
Favorite sport: Swimming  
Music: Classical 
Graduating high school: Antonio Maria 
de Rivera (Mexico city) 
Do you know Drake? “who?” 
Cultural Background: Mexico 
Favorite Food: Seafood 
Pet peeve: Whale killers 
Phobias: Rats 

 Ms. Salami 

Subject: English 3 
Previous Schools: COPE 
Future goals: Continue helping people 
Random Fact: “I like to watch my weight.” 
Craziest adventure: Hitchhiking to a city 
four hours away 
Favorite childhood memory: My dad taking 
me to the library every Saturday 
Hero: Jesus Christ 
Favorite Sport: Tennis 
Music: Gospel 
Graduating high school: Federal Govern-
ment College 
Do you know Drake: Who? My kids do.  
Cultural background: African 
Favorite food: Green plantain & Spinach 
Pet peeve: Rude people & noise 
Phobias: Dogs 

By: Grethel Villalobos   
 Florida courts have once again 
ruled that the 30-year-old law that prohibits 
adoption by homosexuals is unconstitution-
al.  The new ruling comes from the Florida's 
Third District Court of Appeal.  Florida law 
allows the fostering of a child, but not the 
adoption of one by gay and lesbian couples.  
The ruling found that this law has no 
"rational basis," violating the equal protec-
tion clause in the Florida Constitution.  Flori-
da judges seem to be ruling against a ban 
they think is a "blatant violation of human 
rights."   "The question is whether there is a 
rational basis for the difference in treat-
ment," states Judge Gerald B. Cope. The 
law was established by conservative par-
ties, seen by many as irrational and a legal 
prejudice in today's modern society.  Oppo-
nents of the ban argue that it is unconstitu-
tional to have a law that is "crafted to appeal 
to the low instincts of backwater bigots and 
bible-thumping homophobes," states Fred 
Grimm.  Various opinions were considered 
at the court hearing.  Many contradictions 
by the Florida Department of Children and 
Families (DCF) were noted.  Evidence 
showed that the DCF allowed adoption of 
children to convicts with a history of assault, 
battery, or a drug crime, all the while forbid-
ding gays and lesbians to do so.  Many felt 
the State’s two expert witnesses did not 
provide a strong argument.  One of the wit-
nesses, George A. Rekers, was scrutinized 
for having faulty research filed with "errors 
in the scientific methodology and reporting."  
Other evidence presented at the trial found 
no clear link in the health and welfare of 
children raised by gay parents versus heter-
osexual couples.  The case has brought 
national attention to what is seen as a small 
victory in the Gay and Lesbian movement.  
Many that support the law feel that the law-
yers representing the state were not ade-
quately supporting their arguments, appear-
ing to lose the case on purpose.  These law-
yers argued that the environment that chil-
dren grow up in is crucial in determining 
future success.  They stated that children 

would have "better role models and face less 
discrimination" if they were raised by tradi-
tional heterosexual couples.  
 Many opponents feel that the argu-
ments used to defend the law is biased and 
irrational.  The court's ruling stated that 
"given a total ban on adoption by homosexu-
al persons, one might expect that this reflect-
ed a legislative judgment that homosexual 
persons are, as a group, unfit to be parents."  
The courts wanted to appear neutral and 
unbiased in the matter and also stated that 
"no one in this case has made, or even hint-
ed, at any such argument."  This was enough 
to rule against the law on the basis that it 
cannot find a particular group "unfit" to be 
parents, as this can be considered discrimi-
nation. "We conclude that there is no rational 
basis for this statute," the court ruled.  There 
is no official word from the state whether an 
appeal will be filed; the state has thirty (30) 
days to do so.  It seems that the law will now 
be enforced on a case-by-case basis.  Po-
tential gay couples will be judged on their 
individual character and ability to provide a 
stable home environment to potential chil-
dren as opposed to judging them solely on 
their sexual preference.  Supporter and Flori-
da Governor Charlie Christ stated, "It's a very 
good day for Florida; it's a great day for chil-
dren. Children deserve a loving home to be 
in." He also stated that since the decision is 
statewide, the state would have to stop en-
forcing the ban.     The 
case was brought by Martin Gills who wished 
to adopt two brothers he has fostered for 
more than six years. Mr. Gills hopes that the 
ruling remains unchanged if the case is ap-
pealed to the Florida Supreme Court.  He 
wishes, for his children’s sake, that the case 
against him will be dropped.  Mr. Gills claims 
that the ban has caused an emotional toll on 
his children.  He stated, "I am eager to adopt 
my two children and to remove this ban of 
adoption for other children as soon as possi-
ble...This deprives them of emotional security 
of knowing they are part of a forever family.” 

Donating blood is a quick and painless procedure as 
demonstrated by Alexander Funes and Hayden Sidd. 
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Have an eco-friendly year 
By: Stephanie Mateo     
 On April 20, 2010, the Gulf of Mexico was being con-
sumed by a massive oil spill which killed 11 people,  jeopardized 
fishermen’s livelihoods and marine life, and threatened to destroy 
our coastline. And it is sad to report, that most Americans paid no 
attention to the disaster, unless it interfered with their vacation 
plans. Four months later, it’s a brand new school year, the sum-
mers over, and it’s time to welcome back our teachers and 
friends. Has everyone forgotten what’s happening with the envi-
ronment just because it isn’t as frequently talked about in the 
news? The phrase “Going Green” means placing recycling bins in 
your household, using eco-friendly shopping bags, and drinking 
from recycled coffee cups at shops such as Starbucks. These are 
some simple ways in which you can help the environment. One 
person can make a difference; it is time to get involved. Students 
around the country have been rallying support for the environment 
by planting trees and cleaning up their communities.  Celebrities 
are also showing support for the environment through numerous 
fundraisers and by encouraging schools to do the same.  How 
can you help? Talk to family and friends and get more people to 
heed the warning and start getting involved with saving the envi-
ronment. Hundreds of people can make an impact but thousands 
can start a revolution. And we can start right here in our own 
backyard. You’ve heard our teachers saying, “write it on a sepa-
rate piece of paper”, well, do it! If your writing journals, fill in all the 
lines, use every inch of that sheet. Throw away paper and last 
year’s folders in recycle boxes in the classrooms. The schools 
also need to start getting used to writing their messages on 1 
piece of paper instead of 5; use smaller font and use both sides of 
the paper. I’m sure we could save an entire forest by merely cut-
ting back on the “Back to School” paperwork.  Imagine how much 
paper you could recycle in 1 semester? If you have any leftover 
school supplies, donate them to your little brother or sister or to 
kids who can’t afford them. If you wish to enjoy a beautiful sunset 
and swim in an unpolluted ocean, try joining the yearly beach 
cleanup. You meet great people and help save animals. If we 
don’t start picking up the pieces now before it’s too late, the earth 
will become a landfill, and civilization, as we know it, will slowly 
diminish. It is our responsibility as inhabitants to join in the efforts.  

Jessica Horta & Juliet Robles   
 Slash, gore, costumes, and more! All hollows eve is 
once again around the corner. The full moon is near and it’s 
claiming it’s victims. She gazes upon us illuminating our path 
as we slowly make our way up the steps to ring door bells, 
play innocent pranks, and run-a-muck. That’s right Halloween 
is back, and if you have yet selected your costume, here is the 
perfect location to start. “La casa de los Trucos” which is locat-
ed on S.W. 8th street, is the perfect place to start.  They are 
packed with a variety of costumes which can’t be beat.  If cos-
tumes aren’t your thing, then The City of Miami Springs has 
your treat.  Known to the local children as “CANDY CEN-
TRAL”, Springs has the best mouth-watering treats around. On 
the corner of Falcon and Shadow, stands  a  creepy, heart 
pounding haunted house! Open only on the 31st of October 
every year, this eerie house is open to all.  The moment you 
enter, you are running for your life!  And the best part of all is  
that, IT’S FREE! Will you dare to enter? For the little tots, there 
is the traditional Halloween Trick-or-Treating. Please keep in 
mind the following safety tips.  Halloween can be fun as long 
as you keep these basic rules in mind.  

KIDS: 
Never go into a stranger’s house without parental con-

sent. 
Look both ways before crossing the street. 
Make sure your parents are in plain sight. 

TEENS: 
Make sure your parents know where and with whom you’ll 
be with. 
If you drive have enough gas. 
Have a working cell phone with plenty of battery. 

ADULTS: 
If kids are out alone, make sure to know their route. 
Have them text you every so often.  
Help your children pick out a safe costume. 
Make sure they understand all safety rules. 

Halloween fun Hawks Recycle! 
Use water bottles  

By: Celeste Kelly   
 When you think about the beach, 
you  imagine a hot sun, warm sand, and 
beautiful, clean ocean waters. At least that’s 
what we used to think. An oil rig from the 
acclaimed oil company, British Petroleum 
(BP), ruptured and burst in the Gulf of Mexi-
co this past April. 200,000 gallons of oil per 
day were gushing out of the gapping well 
into the ocean waters of the Gulf of Mexico 
near the Louisiana Coast.  Eleven BP work-
ers lost their lives and countless numbers of 
birds, turtles, and other marine life have suf-
fered. Dozens of mammals have washed-up 
on shore and volunteer personnel have 
done everything humanly possible to clean 
and assist in the recovery of the injured wild-
life. The entire country  remains devastated. 
BP attempted to remedy the situation sever-
al weeks later with petty acts to seal leak. 
One attempt included pumping debris into 
the opening, such as shredded tires, knotted 
rope, plastic cups, and golf balls to plug up 
the hole. To no success, President Obama 
assured the American people that a solution 
would be found. Thanks to favorable weath-
er currents, the catastrophe managed to 
stay away from Florida beaches. It will be 
years before we truly see the impact caused 
by the oil spill. For now, the important issue 
is to somehow help to restore wildlife and 
our ecosystem, and hope that one day eve-
rything will be back to normal. BP has de-
clared that it will use revenues from the drill-
ing to finance it’s 20 billion fund for victims of 
the oil spill in order to resume drilling in the 
Gulf of Mexico. (reuters.com) Faced with 
much opposition from the U.S., only time will 
tell whether BP will be able to continue drill-
ing as usual.   

BP oil spill aftermath 

Homecoming Week 
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By: Reinaldo Llerena  
 The Florida Marlins found 
themselves caught in a net of MLB 
investigations when some leaked fi-
nancial documents showed up to 
deadspin.com’s A.J. Daulerio. The 
documents also contained the confi-
dential financial documents of the 
Marlins new ballpark set to open in 
2012. Deadspin then turned the 
leaked documents over to MLB senior 
vice president of public relations Pat 
Courtney, whom was astonished at 
the fact that the Marlins kept this con-
fidential while wasting taxpayer’s 
money.   While negotiations 
for the new stadium were boiling over 
from 2008 to 2009, the Marlins turned 
up a profit of a total of $49 million 
while squeezing the taxpayers for 
$500 million in taxes. After the leaked 
documents went public, Miami-Dade 
commissioner Rebecca Sosa and 
Marlins President David Sampson 
had a dispute over the contract they 
signed to approve the stadium after 
years of negotiating. David Sampson 
expressed himself on 790 the ticket 
and said that Sosa knows that “a con-
tract is a contract, no matter what the 
circumstances are”. Commissioner 
Sosa simply replied, “Mr. Sampson 
should have contributed more to the 
stadium than the general public wast-
ing tax dollars.” In a recorded inter-
view MLB Senior Vice President Pat 
Courtney talked to Daulerio, saying 
that they have not found who leaked 
the documents to him, but they are 
still getting to the bottom of things. 

The Fish are left for 
dead; caught in a net   
of MLB investigations Troy  

By: Luis Gutierrez 
 A transfer from 
Hialeah high, Troy is in his 
first year as a Golden 
Hawk. He is expected to 
provide a boost to an of-
fense  that was depleted by 
the departure of Wide Re-
ceiver and FIU signee Wil-
lis Wright and  the transfers 
of  All Dade receiver Tom-
my Shuler and Quarterback 
Rakeem Cato. Troy should 
be able to obtain yards and 
carries under the Golden 
Hawk offense thanks in 
part to the experienced 
offensive line anchored by 
seniors Ernest Perry and 
Frank Hernandez. Howev-
er, pure talent like his is 
needed here in Miami 
Springs for us to go deep 
into the season. So all of 
us here at MSSH welcome 
Troy to the Golden Hawk 
family. 
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MSSH’s opener at Milander Stadium  
By: Luis Gutierrez    
 A punt return, a stifling defense, and a new 
quarterback all contributed to the Golden Hawks’ 42
-13 season opening rout over rival Westland Hialeah 
High School last Thursday, September 4, 2010.  In 
front of a crowd of more than 1,300 at Milander Sta-
dium in Hialeah, the Hawks’ did enough to impress 
the student body that they are ready to win football 
games.  It seems like a premature comment coming 
from this reporter, taken into consideration that the 
opponent has only been around the Dade County 
Football scene for a mere two seasons, but the 
Golden Hawks had a lot to play for.  Following the 
departures of F.I.U.’s signees and big time playmak-
ers Willis Wright and Randy Williams and the trans-
fers of All-Dade Quarterback Rakeem Cato and 
Wide Receiver Tommy Shuler to Miami Central, the 
Golden Hawks were left with big shoes to fill come 
the arrival of the opening game.  However, inaugu-
rated quarterback and Miami Southwest transfer 
Brandon Diaz proved his worth by marching the 
MSSH offense downfield numerous times through-
out the season opener.  Sophomore, Brandon Diaz 
has been raved in comparison to College Football 
superstar Tim Tebow, by the Golden Hawk faithful, a 
pretty high comparison to say the least.  Alongside 
Diaz, Corner Back, Kenny Holmes made his pres-
ence felt with a fascinating punt return. Holmes, a 
Senior, is in his first year with the team; however, he 
has been playing organized football since early 
childhood.  The running game was also given a sup-
portive boost with the addition of running back Troy 
Laster, a Hialeah High transfer. Laster displayed his 
raw talent yet unique skills showing flashes of ex-
citement on rushes against the vulnerable Westland 
defense. However, he was pulled from the game 
after an undisclosed leg injury and there is no time-
table for his return.  The newcomers weren’t the only 
ones in the spotlight. Seniors Ernest Perry and 
Frank Hernandez anchored an impressive offensive 
line the entire night. Senior Wide Receiver Tyrone 
Bibby drew comparisons of Willis Wright while run-
ning his routes. On defense, Senior Defensive End 

Nickorey Benyard 
came into the game 
as MSSH’s best de-
fensive prospect, 
providing good pass 
rushes and finesse 
movements, along 
side Senior Defensive Tackle Anthony “Jazz” Abreu.  
Senior cornerback Mike Johnson clamped on lock-
down coverage of the Westland receivers. All around, 
our seasoned players gave a lending hand to our new-
est stars. The Golden Hawks made their presence felt 
and in the process put Westland in their place on the 
season-opener, a very good accomplishment and a 
moral booster for Springs. However, with upcoming 
games against up and coming Miami High, and state 
powerhouse Miami Central, the schedule will only get 
more grueling for the Golden Hawks. Now will be the 
time to support the MSSH football team.  Will the new-
comers and vets let the Hawks' soar to victory or will 
the offseason full of departures be too much to over-
come? Stay tuned Golden Hawks! 

Troy Laster 

Height: 5’6 

Weight: 150 

Class: Senior 

Position: Running Back 

Number: 3 

Quote: “I could do all things 
through Christ, that strengthens 
me.” 

Facts: 80-yard run against Miami 
Jackson  that “shook the whole 
team.” 

Stats: First Varsity game : 15 
carries for  120 yards.  

College Offers: North Carolina 
State, Pittsburgh, Syracuse, Flor-
ida Atlantic. 

Nickname: Mad Dog, “but the 
school knows me as Lil Wayne.” 

L
aster 

Team is mentally preparing for the upcoming game.  

By: Brandan Fisher   
 Wide-receiver Brandon Marshall is 
the biggest addition to the Miami Dolphin's 
offense. He is one of two key additions to 
the team, along with #58 Linebacker Karlos 
Dansby. Marshall fills the number one re-
ceiver spot in the Dolphins' receiving corp 
that the team has been desperately search-
ing for ever since Chris Chambers left after 
the 2006-2007 season.                                                                                   
        After the first preseason (Marshall 
had two dropped passes and 0 catches), 
people began believing that the #19 jersey 
he wore was cursed.  The year before, former Dolphin, Tedd Ginn 
Jr. wore #19 and had plenty of dropped passes that year.  
 The next preseason game Marshall showed what he is ca-
pable of. Despite his one dropped pass, the 2 time pro bowler had 4 
catches for 65 yards. One of them was an over the top catch for a 
game long 37-yards. This was not even his most important play. He 
threw two amazing blocks, which resulted led to touchdowns. One 
for a 55-Fyard touchdown reception to # 80 TE Tony Fasano and 
one for a ten yard touchdown reception to # 23 RB Ronnie Brown.  
In two more games Brandon Marshall finished the preseason with 8 
catches tied for 3rd on the team, and led the team with 122 recep-
tion yards.  We saw a few slip-ups in the preseason, but we also 
saw what he is capable of doing.  
 The Dolphins opened the regular season at the Buffalo 
Bills.  This was a divisional game and always an important game to 
win.  They needed Brandon Marshall to step up, and he did.  De-
spite one drop on an under thrown pass by #7 QB Chad Henne, 
which if thrown accurately, would have resulted in a 50 yard touch-
down reception. Marshall finished the game with 8 catches for 53 
yards.  Not a lot of yards for Marshall, but a decent game that 
helped the Dolphins beat the Bills 15-10.  I'd say the #19 jersey isn't 
cursed, it’s who's wearing it that matters.    
 The following week the Dolphins faced the talented Minne-
sota Vikings.  Marshall needed to have a big game against Vikings' 
CB #26 Antoine Whitfield and the rest of the Vikings' secondary.  
Marshall was expecting to have a good game, and he did.  Brandon 
Marshall had 4 catches for 71 yards.  His first catch may have been 
the game changer.  On the Dolphins first offensive play of the 
game, Marshall caught a 46-yard bomb against CB #29 Lito Shep-
pard, putting the Dolphins on the 32-yard line in Vikings' territory.  
Only Eight plays later Dolphins QB #7 Chad Henne threw a touch-
down to WR #82 Brian Hartline.  The Dolphins went on to win the 
game 14-10 improving their record to 2-0, leaving the Vikings an 
unexpected (0-2).  Marshall, in two games had 12 catches for 124 
yards, but sadly no touchdowns.  Leading the team in both catches 
and receiving yards.  Next up, the defending AFC East Champs, the 
New York Jets, which is also a division game. 

The Dolphins find help in Wide 
Receiver Brandon Marshall 

Photos: Yessenia DePaz 

By: Shayleen Bernal 
 When word broke out on 
the news consisting on the new 
upcoming addition to the Miami 
Heat, fans all around the world 
were ecstatic! Lebron James known as number “23”, former player 
for the Cleveland Cavaliers, made his decision and decided to take 
his basketball career to another level and become part of the Miami 
Heat as well as Chris Bosh. Although these two players will make a 
great impact on the team the Heat can go many ways this year. 
There will be an interesting combination of lineups used throughout 
the season. As much as I believe and know that the Miami Heat will 
still be Dwyane Wade’s team, I have to predict that Lebron James 
will be the new team leader score for this upcoming season. Re-
gardless of which team you put LBJ on and no matter whom his 
teammates are, he has got to be the favorite to score the most 
points. This is a two-time MVP winner in his prime that has a career 
average of 27.8 points per game. Wade will undoubtedly be the 
Heat second leading scorer, which is something he hasn’t experi-
enced since his rookie season, with Lebron on the roster to comple-
ment him, Wade will have no problem scoring less as he is throwing 
up alley-oops to his buddy Bosh which has been slightly drowned 
by all the attention that Lebron and Wade have gathered in the last 
couple of weeks. Bosh is still an integral piece to the puzzle. He 
gives Miami a real inside presence that it has lacked since Shaw 
was dealt in 2007. Therefore, there are many expectations for this 
year coming from the Miami Heat and its new team members. That 
is why thus year will be the year that we, the Miami heat will bring 
home once again the NBA Championship.  

The big 3 

Durangoherald.com 

nba.com 

Marlins 
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Game Preview 
By: Nicholas Soto    
 The next expansion for World of Warcraft, Cat-
aclysm, is due for release later this year. It is due for 
release November 1, 2010 and is for PC and MAC. 
This expansion will raise the current level cap of 80 to 
85, and introduce 2 new races. The Alliance will get 
worgens, which are humans that can turn into werewolf
-like creatures, and the Horde will be receiving goblins, 
which are the same goblins that are currently in game. 
Cataclysm will also be adding many other features to 
WoW. With the release of Cataclysm, all of Azeroth will 
be redone. The entire world will be changed and will 
now also contain quests for leveling 80’s and will also 
allow flying mounts to be used in Azeroth. Along with 
current zones being revamped, Cataclysm will also be adding new zones to the 
World of Warcraft. All classes will be getting at least 3 new spells and the cur-
rent talent books will be redone. Along with these changes, Cataclysm will be 
adding rated battlegrounds and a new PvP only zone like Wintergrasp. A new 
battleground, Twin Peaks, is going to be added and will be a variation of War-
song Gulch. Cataclysm will also be adding new dungeons and raids, a new sec-
ondary skill, a new type of glyph, and new starting zones for gnomes and trolls. 
All this, along with many other changes will make Cataclysm one of the best 
expansions for World of Warcraft. 

By: Stephen Brinkman and Jason Schmidt 
 With the dawn of liquid crystal shutter glass-
es, 3D movies have become cheaper and easier to 
make than ever. This can be both good and bad, 
while many great movies are making the transition 
into 3D, so far the only 3D movie to catch my atten-
tion has been avatar. For some reason many movie 
producers are wanting to slap the NOW IN 3D label 
on their movies, and sadly, little to none of them are 
block buster material. Some upcoming 3D movies 
include, Jackass 3D, Saw 7, Megamind, Harry Potter 
7 Part 1, (That's right, they're making two of the sec-
ond movie), Chronicles of Narnia: Voyage of the 
Dawn Trader, Yogi Bear, Tron Legacy, Gulliver's 
Travels, Kung Fu Panda 2, Smurfs 3D, Underworld 4, 
Spider Man 4, and even a Justin Beiber 3D concert 
movie. This list of movies being displayed in both 3D 
and 2D has never been as large as the rest of the 
2010 line up, however, there also hasn't been a long-
er list of B movies. The only movies that i expect to 
sell well are Spiderman 4 and Harry Potter, and that's 
because everyone loves Spiderman and Harry Potter. 
As you can see by the movie line up, 3D movies may 
be to head ache inducing to market toward extremely 
young or old people, it also takes away the extremely 
broad audience that normal 2D movies have. Thus 
the only movies making the transition from 2D to 3D, 
are films with a demographic of morons.  Don't get me 
wrong I want to see Jackass 3D as much as the next 
guy, and Avatar looked incredible, But none of these 
movies are going to make you drop to your knees 
begging for a sequel. 90% of these 3D movies are 
horrible sequels that only got revived because they 
could slap 3D on it and double their profits. I don't 
know for some reason 3D in movies just feels like a 
cliché gimmick to try and squeeze every dime out of 
their movie. However in computers and video games, 
their comes actual benefits to 3D technology. True 
depth perception in games. nVidia has already pro-
duced  a 3D graphics card that works with 3D moni-
tors and TVs. Many current games for the PC have 
already been patched to work with nVidias 3D capa-
bilities. Some of the best games out their like Battle-
field Bad Company 2, Starcraft 2 and World of 
Warcraft. A list of current and upcoming 3D games 
includes, Crysis 2, Starcraft 2, Killzone 3, and the new 
Nintendo 3DS which doesn't even require shutter 
lenses. I believe video games will entirely shift over to 
3D in the future, but for movies, it will most likely be a 
gimmick forever because of how many people suffer 
from head aches watching an enormous screen with 
lenses flashing in your eyes. If you'd like to pick up a 
3D set up for you home computer and you already 
have an nVidia graphics card, you'll need a 3D moni-
tor, and the nVidia 3D kit that comes with an emitter 
and a pair of 3D glasses with software to set it up. A 
decent 3D monitor plus that kit will run you at least 
$500 dollars, and that's if your computer is already up 
to date enough to handle that kind of game play. 

The future of 3D Movies 
By Tanairis Suarez 

“Wall Street: Money Never 
Sleeps” (Sep. 24) 

Emerging from a lengthy prison stint, 
Gordon Gekko finds himself on the out-
side of a world he once dominated. 
Looking to repair his damaged relation-
ship with his daughter, Gekko forms an 
alliance with her fiancé Jacob. But Ja-
cob learns the hard way that Gekko is 
after something very different from re-
demption. 

“The Social Network” 

(Oct. 1) 

Tells the story of the founding of 
Facebook and Mark Zucker-
berg’s rise to success. While an 
undergraduate student at Har-
vard, Zuckerberg (Jesse Eisen-
berg) has an idea to bring the 
social aspect of college to the 
Internet. 

“Due Date”  (Nov. 5) 

Peter Highman is an expectant 
1st time father whose wife's due 
date is 5 days away. As Peter 
hurries to get home ,his best in-
tentions go completely awry 
when a chance encounter with 
Ethan Tremblay forces Peter to 
hitch a ride on what turns out to 
be a road trip to remember.  

“Let Me In"( Oct 1)  

Based on the acclaimed novel  its the 
story of a 12-year-old boy who is bullied 
at school. But then new people move in 
next door, with a girl who is much older 
and far more dangerous than she looks. 
When a string of grisly murders puts the 
town on high alert,  Her increasingly 
bizarre behavior leads the Owen to sus-
pect she's hiding an unthinkable secret. 

“Harry Potter & the Deathly 
Hallows, Part 1″ (Nov. 19) 

Harry,  Ron and Hermione have choos-
en not to return to Hogwarts for their 
seventh year to track down the remain-
ing horcruxes. The objects which con-
tain pieces of Voldemort’s soul that 
must be destroyed before the dark lord 
himself can be killed.  

“Saw 3D"( Oct 29.)  

The Saw series continues with 
this seventh entry ,as a deadly 
battle rages over Jigsaw's brutal 
legacy, a group of Jigsaw survi-
vors gathers to seek the support 
of  fellow survivor Bobby Dagen, 
a man whose own dark secrets 
unleash a new wave of terror.  

By: Kiera Streeter    
 Jacob, Bella and Edward have been our youth 
biggest hits, books flying off the  shelves,  movie tick-
ets grossing in over a million. This love and teen dra-
ma has kept the audience at the edge of there seats 
especially the latest installment. Everybody was won-
dering who Bella would choose since it was evident 
she was torn. The last movie Eclipse kept you guess-
ing what would happen next, I was on the edge on my 
seat when Bella kissed Jacob as I’m sure you were 
too. Now we know Bella is always in a dilemma so this 
time was no different, Edward has to join forces with the werewolves in order to 
save the love of his life. It has certainly been tough for Edward and Bella and it 
certainly doesn't get any simpler in the next and final installment, Breaking 
Dawn. In the last movie, Bella and Edward wed and Bella gets turned into a 
vampire. However, complications arise when Bella gets pregnant, since it was 
nearly impossible for vampires to bear children. This last installment is destined 
to be the best one of the bunch so stay tuned. Breaking Dawn comes out sum-
mer of 2011.  

Movie Preview  

Image: Bing.com 

By: Emily Scott   
 This fall, the Ft. Lauderdale 
based company named Extreme Trips 
is hosting an event that most high 
school students are talking about.  
From October twenty third to the twenty 
fourth, students who have paid a total of 
$175 will be able to go to universal stu-
dios in Orlando and receive VIP passes 
to Halloween Horror Nights and hotel 
accommodations with their peers. 
 High school students all over 
south Florida are almost obsessed with 
this event, that’s all you hear when you 
walk down the halls. Participants have 
the ability to choose one out of the 
twenty-or-so coach busses that will be 
taking everyone up to Orlando and 
back. Upon arrival, everyone checks 
into the Holiday Inn hotel conveniently 
placed less than a mile from the theme 
park.  The events planned for that 
weekend are a pool party, which is sup-
posed to be on Saturday, and a Hallow-
een costume party on Sunday night. 
 The people going are given just 
about all the liberty that’s legal. The 
ratio of chaperone to student is 1:15, 
with most of the chaperones being hired 
off-duty police officers. Within the hotel, 
you can room with at most four people 
per room. The two main rules are that 
you need to board the same bus as 
your room-mates, and that co-ed room-
mates need to be over 18, or must have 
parental permission.   
 If by the time you hear about 
this event it’s all ready too late, don’t 
worry because another trip just like it is 
planned for the spring of 2011. Spring 
Fling is the weekend long event that 
takes place in either Islands of adven-
ture or Universal Studios, and that too 
is hosted by Extreme Trips.  For more 
information about this event, visit http://
www.xtremetripshs.com 

HAVOC 

By: Madelyn Reyes 

Dragon Flies have a life span of 24 hours. 
Canadian researchers have found that Einstein's 

brain was 15% wider than normal. 
Children grow faster in the springtime. 
 The elephant is the only animal with 4 knees. 
 The plastic things on the end of shoelaces are 

called Aglets. 
 It would take 11 Empire State Buildings, stacked 

one on top of the other, to measure the Gulf of Mexi-
co at its highest point. 

Odontophobia is the fear of teeth. 
President Kennedy was the fastest random speaker 

in the world with 350 words per minute 
 In ancient Rome, it was considered a sign of leader-

ship to be born with a crooked nose. 
Men can read smaller print than women can; women 

can hear better. 
Coca-Cola was originally green 
U.S money is actually made out of 75% cotton and 

25% linen, not tree’s. 
 The world's youngest parents were 8 and 9 and 

lived in China in 1910. 

Scientific facts: Science, Math  
and History 



The Zeitgeist is the offi-
cial publication of Miami 
Springs Senior High 
School, 751 Dove Ave-
nue, Miami Springs, FL 
33166.  Call (305) 885-
3585 X2335.  It was 
established as an open 
forum for student ex-
pression and is pub-
lished by the journalism 
students for the entire 
student body.                    
The opinions expressed 
in this publication are not 
necessarily those of the 
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tion but rather those of 
the author or the news-
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butions from writers not 
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room 113.  All submis-
sions must bear the au-
thor’s name.      
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