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By: Henry Laney    
 With the arrival of our new Principal, Ms. Rodri-
guez, mid-way through last school year, Miami Springs 
Senior High has gained new direction. Ms. Rodriguez’ 
intention is to bring Miami Springs’ academic level up to 
par with some of the larger high schools in southern Flor-
ida. Ms. Rodriguez decided that a good way to raise the 
academic standards of the school would be to introduce 
the Cambridge program. 

 The Cambridge Program is a curriculum devel-
oped by the University of Cambridge in England. The 
Cambridge Program is the most widely recognized inter-
national educational program in the world, with over 
9000 schools in 160 different countries offering accredit-
ed Cambridge courses. Miami Springs Senior High was 
approved during the summer to offer courses in “English, 
Economics, Math, Spanish, French, Biology, Physics, 
and Chemistry.” Incoming freshmen were given the op-
portunity to register online during the summer to apply 
for acceptance into the program. 

 Of the many applicants, 42 students were ac-
cepted into the Cambridge program and are enrolled in a 
Cambridge course at MSSH. Unfortunately, due to finan-
cial problems, Miami Springs was only able to offer one 
class of Cambridge Language Arts, or to use the termi-
nology of the program First Language. The responsibility 
of teaching the Cambridge First Language class falls to 
Mrs. Ceballos, a teacher in her second year at MSSH 
after having transferred from Miami Springs Middle 
School. 

 Mrs. Ceballos was teaching 9th grade gifted and 
9th and 10th grade honors last year, and in a sudden 
change of course now adds to that one class of Ad-
vanced Placement English Literature and, of course, one 
class of Cambridge First Language. When asked about 
the students in her Cambridge class, she says she is 
comfortable dealing with them as most came from gifted 
courses at the middle school (qualifying with As and Bs 
and with high FCAT scores). She tells me that they are a 
dedicated group with a lot of high-achieving students. 

 I asked Mrs. Ceballos to comment on what she 
believed to be the main differences between teaching a 
gifted class and teaching a Cambridge class. She says 
she appreciates that “the students are ready to be ex-
posed to a higher level” of material and “likes teaching it 
because [she] can use a variety of resources instead of 
being confined [to more basic course work].” As far as 
the actual curriculum, Mrs. Ceballos hopes to have 
moved from using the 9th and 10th grade text books to 
using the 12th grade text book by the end of the first se-
mester. This will expose the Cambridge students to Brit-
ish Literature long before students in a more traditional 
curriculum. 

 Next year, the school hopes to offer more of the 
programs it has been confirmed to offer. This will include 
another year of First Language to accommodate the 
freshmen moving into tenth grade along with the incom-
ing freshmen of next year, and hopefully some of the 
Second Language, mathematics and science courses. 

Cambridge Program 
comes to MSSH 

eitgeist 
iarizing them with Adobe, Java, etc. The tenth grade 
class focuses on more or less the same thing except for 
a few new introductions and it is called Introduction to 
information technology. From eleventh grade on, the 
course splits. If the student wishes to learn how to pro-
gram a game, Mr. Koski will teach them how to do just 
that. If the student wishes to learn how to do the anima-
tions of a game, then Mr. Barge will teach them how." 

Q: What will students expect to create while enrolled in 
the iTech academy? 

A: "Students will be able to develop web apps for other 
students to use around the school to help students find 
certain books, access the portal, etc. Every student en-
rolled will be given a laptop to use during the school 
year in order to develop these apps. We also want to 
create the first holographic teacher in the world here at 
Miami Springs. Let's say that a student does not under-
stand a certain lesson, the student could pull out the 
holographic teacher and replay the lecture the teacher 
had previously recorded. I believe that students will be 
less confused with this invention because the teacher 
can replay the lecture without straining their voices." 

Q: Finally, what is your long-term perception of Miami 
Springs? 

A: "I want Miami Springs to be remembered as a school 
of legacy in both academics and athletics. I want our 
school to be the number one school in the country. We 
are currently bringing back select sports such as Boys' 
Volleyball and we are currently in a rebuilding stage as 
far as athletics is concerned. I want other schools to 
look up to us as a jewel of our country and I will not stop 
until all of these goals are achieved."  

By: Reinaldo Llerena    
 The motto for the 2012 - 2013 school year, as 
you all may know, is Faster, Higher, Stronger! The motto 
was created to foreshadow the change Miami Springs 
Senior High will be undergoing throughout the coming 
years. In my interview with Principal Rodriguez, she re-
veals the meaning behind the school's new motto and 
what is in store for the iTech academy. 

Q: What is the meaning behind the school's new motto? 

A: "The meaning behind the motto is to reach our goals 
much quicker, while setting our goals to higher stand-
ards. I came up with the motto during the Olympics, and 
I thought that it fit with what we wanted to do here at Mi-
ami Springs." 

Q: What promises can the iTech academy bring to Mi-
ami Springs? 

A: "Our hope is that the iTech academy trickles down to 
both the Elementary and Middle Schools. I am excited 
that we are the first school in Dade County to have this 
type of program. At Miami Springs, we want to be inno-
vators and build something special with the iTech acade-
my." 

Q: What courses will students be able to take while in 
the iTech academy? Are new courses being introduced 
because of the iTech academy? 

A: "The iTech academy will be introducing two new 
foundational courses designed specifically for the intro-
duction to computer software. The ninth and tenth grade 
classes will be instructed by Mr. Barge and the main 
subject is an introduction to computers. The ninth grade 
course is called Game and Simulation Foundation, and 
the course focuses on setting up the students by famil-

We can do it “Faster, Higher, Stronger” 

Race for the White House  

Continues on pg. 4 

By: Deantre Hunt and Henry Laney  
 This year is a presidential election year here in 
the United States. In this election there are two major 
candidates running for the position of president of the 
United States. We have current president Democrat 
Barack Obama who is running for a second 4 year term 
and former governor of Massachusetts Republican Mitt 
Romney. Obama’s running mate is current vice-
president Joe Biden, and Romney’s running mate is 
Wisconsin representative Paul Ryan. Let’s see where 
both candidates fall in terms of the most pressing issues 
facing our country. 

On the issue of gay rights and same sex mar-
riage, both candidates are dramatically different. Barack 
Obama supports the legalization of same sex marriage, 
but believes that it should remain a function of individual 
states to determine whether they recognize same sex 
marriage. He signed The Don’t Ask Don’t Tell Repeal 
Act in 2010, allowing gays and lesbians to openly serve 
in the military, which had been banned since the early 
1990s. Mitt Romney, on the other hand, opposes both 
same sex marriage and civil unions and hopes to rede-
fine marriage as “the union of one man and one woman” 
via an amendment to the US Constitution. 
 During the Bush administration, the No Child 
Left Behind Act was implemented. It established nation-
al guidelines for state wide testing and school accounta-

Zeitgeist 
Online 
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Uniform: What to wear 
By: Riki Rivera      
 Ms. Rodriguez has begun her official first year as 
principal of MSSH and students are wondering about the 
uniform policy; will it further change this year?  Immediately 
upon her arrival last year, Ms. Rodriguez made uniform 
changes, which included no black sweat pants and no sport 
sweat suits.  Only time will tell whether further changes are 
forthcoming. This year, the added change was jackets with 
hoods; students cannot put on the hoods.  Our current uni-
form is as follows: white, burgundy, gold, or yellow polo 
shirts, khaki or black pants, although black jeans are ac-
ceptable. Jackets and sweaters are also acceptable in any 
color, as long as the hoods are off the heads. Spirit and club 
shirts are also allowed.       
 We should definitely consider ourselves lucky. Un-
like other schools, we can wear our spirit shirts any day, 
while other schools allow students to only wear them on cer-
tain days. “The school uniform is great, it is so flexible and is 
not ugly” says sophomore Adelainez Lugo. MSSH students 
like to express themselves by wearing accessories such as 
jewelry and belts.  Many other schools don’t allow certain 
kinds of jewelry or accessories on the uniform or book bags. 
In our school, there are no rules when it comes to your hair-
style.  In stricter schools, they forbid dyeing hair with unnatu-
ral colors and forbid male students from growing their hair 
past their necks. Any kind of shoes are acceptable here in 
our school, as long as they’re not open toed, also Crocs are 
allowed with the straps on the back of your ankle, also know 
as Safe Crocing. Many schools forbid crocs, and they also 
only allow certain color shoes such as black or brown. Even 
better, we are allowed to wear whatever belts we please, but 
in other schools they only allow plain black or brown.   
Freshman Sabrina Valledor says “I think it’s alright honestly.” 
Only time will tell if our uniform policy will be changed further 
or not, but for now, we should continue to follow the uniform 
policies accordingly and count our blessings. 

By: Debrina Cummings and Brandan Fisher  
 Starting the school year off right, the hawks surely 
showed their enthusiasm on pep rally day September 21, 2012. 
This year, everyone seemed excited about the pep rally, espe-
cially the freshman; who actually sat in their designated seats. 
This is definitely a first for freshmen as everybody knows they 
do not like to sit where they are suppose to be. With the crowd 
pumpers running around and the dancers dancing on the side-
lines; the audience arriving into the gym seemed really electri-
fied. The seniors took their seats at their throne, “the senior 
side”, and showed the underclassmen who really rule the 
school. At every chance, they got the usual chants “Who’s your 
daddy”, “freshmen suck”, “juniors suck”, “let’s go seniors” were 
roared from the crowd. The freshmen tried to have quick come-
backs with “seniors suck”, but in the end, the only underclass-
men class that gave the seniors a run for their money was the 
juniors. Perhaps because they’re so ready to take over seniors’ 
spot next year; they were extra energized.   
 Color guard began the pep rally with the perfect rou-
tine.  They hyped up the crowd and so did our own volleyball 
lady hawks. With a hop and a step (literally) the girls did an out-
standing step and chant.  The crowd really enjoyed the mini 
step show.  Next up were the Golden Girls & Co. with a jaw 
dropping dance routine. The team had a great performance 
jumping off tables and doing cool little tricks. They surely got 
the crowd enthused and the bar was set high for the next dance 
team, Dance Fusion. The drama club’s skit about the freshman  
searching for the pool was very amusing! The senior class 
couldn’t help but laugh and remember back to a time when they 
thought there was a pool on the third floor.   
 At last Dance Fusion, our beloved dance team came 
out and as usual brought their “A” Game. All in matching black 
attire and matching hair, the team ended the pep rally explo-
sively.  Ending the pep rally with the band playing the alma ma-
ter for the students was outstanding as always. This pep rally 
will go down in history; not only because it was amazing, but 
because it introduced Hank the Hawk’s mini me. A miniature 
version of Hank the Hawk made his debut to the world. Every-
one seemed to love him, but the real question is: Did Hank’s 
clothes shrink? Or is there a mama hawk waiting to make her 
appearance? 

The first pep rally of the 
year did not disappoint 

Race for the White House continues 
In response to global threats of terrorism, both 

candidates are very invested in prevention of future 
attacks. Obama authorized the raid that led to the 
death of Osama bin Laden, but has not followed 
through with promises to close Guantanamo Bay. 
Romney also has no plans to close the prison. 

Both candidates do not want to see Iran ac-
quire nuclear weapons, but have different plans to 
deal with the threat. Obama has criticized Israel for 
infringing on territory traditionally consider to belong to 
Palestinians, while Romney is more pro-Israel, prom-
ising more military aid to them during a recent trip. 
Romney might be considering branding China a cur-
rency manipulator, which it almost certainly is by hold-
ing the price of the Yuan at a near constant rate. 
Obama opposes this as it might cause sanctions be-
tween China and the US. 

Obama recently issued an executive order to 
not deport illegal immigrants who arrived as children, 
but failed to pass a bill that would set the path towards 
citizenship for young immigrants who were attending 
college. Both Obama and Romney support the current 
track for young immigrants to gain citizenship for serv-
ing in the military. 

Romney and Obama both want to cut spend-
ing, as it is projected that this will be the fourth con-
secutive year of trillion dollars deficits. However, 
Obama would like to supplement this with additional 
sources of revenue, mainly by letting Bush-era tax 
cuts expire on the wealthiest Americans. Obama con-
tinued the bail-out of Wall Street and the automobile 
industry that began under President Bush, and has 
proposed tax breaks for manufacturers operating with-
in the United States and imposing higher taxes on 
companies outsourcing jobs. Romney, on the other 
hand, supports less regulation and lowering taxes to 
stimulate growth. 

After the October 3rd presidential debate, 
which went to Mitt Romney according to most com-
mentators and surveys, Obama is still polling ahead of 
Romney by the small margin of 49% of the popular 
vote to 47% for Romney. Some of the third party can-
didates include Gary Johnson of the Libertarian Party 
and Jill Stein of the Green Party, who both have their 
own positions on the wars in the Middle East, the envi-
ronment and the economy. 

bility. Romney supports many of the ideas proposed 
in Obama’s response to NCLB, called “Race to the 
Top”, which grants money to states pursuing educa-
tional policies that Obama supports. However, Rom-
ney promotes less national interference in education, 
and is an advocate for charter and private schools. 
 One of the achievements of the Obama Ad-
ministration has been to push through Congress a 
large Health Care reform bill not-so-affectionately 
nicknamed Obamacare. Obamacare is multifaceted 
and includes a mandate that taxes uninsured individ-
uals who have the ability to purchase insurance but 
choose not to. The constitutionality of the national 
mandate was upheld in a recent Supreme Court rul-
ing. Obamacare also prevents insurance companies 
from denying coverage to people who have pre-
existing conditions. It also aids small businesses in 
providing insurance to their employees and expands 
the Medicaid program. Romney, if elected, has said 
he would repeal portions of Obamacare (specifically 
the national mandate) and put into place certain pro-
tections to guarantee that people that have had cov-
erage cannot suddenly lose it. 

In March 2009, Obama lifted a ban on using 
federal funds for stem cell research. Obama also be-
lieves that birth control should be made available to 
women and that the national government should 
guarantee that all women should be able to have 
abortions within the first trimester of conception, as 
per the Supreme Court ruling Roe vs. Wade. Rom-
ney stated that he hopes that Roe vs. Wade is over-
turned by the Supreme Court during his term and 
wants to leave abortion rights up to the individual 
states. He would also end federal funding of pro-
grams such as Planned Parenthood that provide birth 
control. 

Both Obama and Romney hope to end en-
gagement in Afghanistan by 2014, however Romney 
would like the withdrawal to end on certain condi-
tions. Obama ended the war in Iraq, but has at the 
same time authorized airstrikes on Libya during their 
revolution and has increased the frequency of drone 
strikes in Pakistan and Yemen. Obama would like for 
the military spending to decrease by $400 billion by 
the end of the decade, while Romney would like to 
increase spending by $100 billion. 
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By:  Nicole Costa    
 Halloween Horror Nights strikes again 
with new haunted houses and scare zones, so 
once you’re inside there’s no way out. You would 
be able to face your fears in flesh, or what’s left 
of it, as AMC’S ‘The Walking Dead’ invades 
HHN’22. You may also face your demons in the 
demented nightmare Alice Cooper. Or, get 
nuked by Penn & Teller in a magic trick gone 
horrifically wrong, and enter the next dimension 
of terror in Silent Hill, where certain death awaits 
you on the other side. As you roam the streets, 
you may be terrified by the Dark Legions or even 
different legendary horror characters. For the 
thrill seekers, during this experience, you may 
also ride The Mummy’s revenge and Hollywood 
Rip Ride Rock It. The dates vary from Septem-
ber 21 through October 31, 2012. If you love the 
idea of horror films and getting scared out of 
your mind, then go to www.halloweenhorrornights.com 

and make your reservation. Go and face your 
inner demons…if you dare! 

Halloween Horror Nights 

By: Jaynell Perera   
 Have you ever flipped a 100 pound tire? 
In Crossfit you will. You may ask yourself, what is 
Crossfit? Well, it is a mixture of weightlifting, 
gymnastics, and running. Some of the equipment 
you may use in Crossfit are barbells, dumbbells, 
gymnastics rings, pull-up bars, kettle bells, and 
medicine balls. All these equipments are mixed in 
various combinations to form "Workouts of the 
Day" or "WODS". Hour-long classes at Crossfit 
gyms, also called "boxes," typically include a 
warm-up, the intense ‘’WOD’’, and a couple of 
minutes of individual or group stretching. There 
are many places near you that offer Crossfit for 
affordable prices including: I Am Crossfit, Cross-
fit4U, and Nonstop Crossfit. A lot of people go to 
the gym and use treadmills, the Elliptical, or bicy-
cle for hours, and they only burn half the calories 
you burn in Crossfit for 30 minutes. Don’t get me 
wrong, with a proper diet, and a good mind set, 
you will get results, with any exercise regiment, 
but not as fast as the results you’ll get in Crossfit.  
 In Crossfit, you don’t just sit or walk on a 
machine bored out of your mind, you use your 
body’s strength and power to do hardcore exer-
cises that push you to your limits. There are 
many exercises that you do in Crossfit, many 
including the infamous burpees, box jumps, and 
tire flips. The burpee is an exercise that works 
out your shoulders, abs, thighs, and legs. The 
proper way to perform a burpee is to put your 
feet together in a standing position, then drop 
into a squat position with your hands on the 
ground, do a push-up and after the push-up you 
jump into the air.  Another exercise that is used 
very often is box jumps. Box jumps are self ex-
planatory, hence the name “box jumps”. There 
are many sizes of boxes available for everyone 
including: 16’’, 24’’, and 38’’. Crossfit exercises 
are known worldwide, and used by fire depart-
ments, law enforcement agencies, and military 
organizations. Greg Glassman, the founder of 
Crossfit, opened the first Crossfit box in 1995. 
Crossfit can be done by many people, different 
shapes and sizes. So whenever you see a 
Crossfit box and are iffy about joining, don’t be 
afraid, try something new, stay motivated and 
WOD on! 

Crossfit: The Workout of 
the Day  

By: Justin White       
 It has been 20 years since Hurricane Andrew hit South 
Florida. For two days Bryan Norcross of WTVJ provided weather 
coverage for 23 hours non-stop. The fear of a major hurricane hit-
ting Miami was becoming a huge concern. Before signing out he 
told his viewers “I’m going home now and get some sleep and I 
suggest you do, too. Tomorrow is going to a very big day in our 
city and I’m not sure we’re going to sleep tomorrow night.” On Au-
gust 24, 1992 Hurricane Andrew hit southern Miami-Dade with 
winds exceeding 160 miles per hour. The death toll reached 26, 
and property damages exceeded over 45 billion dollars. Particular 
parts of South Florida, including Homestead, were caught in the 
center of the strongest winds. Due to the destruction that hurricane 
Andrew caused, the communications infrastructure was destroyed. 
 Thousands of people had no food, water, electricity, and 
many people were left homeless. It was reported that Andrew de-
stroyed 25,524 homes and damaged 101,241 others. The local 
government and state government of Florida were overwhelmed 
and had no idea how to handle a disaster of this magnitude. By 
Saturday, August 29, the military finally arrived and people were 
able to sleep and not worry about looters breaking into their hous-
es and stealing valuables. Hurricane Andrew was at the time, the 
costliest hurricane to hit the U.S. The severe impact of hurricane 
Andrew, caused Florida to strengthen its building codes.  This year 
in August marks the 20th anniversary of hurricane Andrew. Alt-
hough we have advanced technology to predict when other hurri-
canes form, no one is prepared for another hurricane similar to 
Andrew. We can only prepare for the worst and hope  that South 
Florida will not have to endure another major hurricane strike simi-
lar to Andrew. 

Hurricane Andrew: Twenty years after 

Portable cleanup is underway 
By: Henry Laney    
 On September 19th, at the monthly EESAC 
meeting, Ms. Rodriguez announced plans to have most 
of the portables still squatting around Miami Springs 
Senior High demolished. Several of the portables, num-
bers 1, 2, 21 and 22, will remain in use. These portables 
often serve as testing centers or as classrooms for night 
school. However, we can expect to see most of the oth-
er portables cleared out in the next few months. Many of 
the portables have stayed unused for many years, or are 
being used as book rooms, and have been described as 
“unsightly” and “eyesores” on multiple occasions. Hope-
fully, the demolition will be expeditious and the Miami 
Springs campus will be looking less cluttered than when 
Ms. Rodriguez arrived.    This demolition 
is just the next phase of a school beautification project 
that’s been going on for several years, including the 
planting of a butterfly garden by Ms. Brown and other 
small plants behind the library by Ms. Madruga and the 
Eco-Hawks. The decrepit AoHT sign that was hanging 
outside of the school, half-missing, was removed. All of 
the gum from the sidewalk outside of the school was 
scrapped off, and the entire administrative staff had a 
clean-up day. It was quite a sight to see Ms. Rodriguez, 
Mr. Palma and others wearing long gloves and dirty 
jeans, picking up trash from the school’s patio a few 
days before school began.  

By: Debrina Cummings    
 Be healthy, they say? Eat correctly they say? 
Pay $2.50 for a good decent lunch they say? Who are 
“they”, and why do they mislead the students? Okay, we 
understand they want children to be healthy and fit, we 
get it!  Milk builds strong bones and carrots are good for 
your eyes.  Nothing is wrong with eating healthy and 
benefiting from it; but there should be a middle ground, a 
compromise. There is seriously something unappetizing 
about the food we’re served in school. Spoiled juices 
and milk, stinky cheese on subs, undercooked pizzas. 
Sorry, but that’s not appealing to my appetite nor is it 
healthy.  Juice has a lot of sugar and cheese has fat, 
where’s the benefit in that? Sure, serve us wheat bread 
in sandwiches, but please make it fresh.  Also, can we at 
least get some condiments? One packet of each main 
condiment when properly needed will not kill the budget. 
A ketchup packet is given when the food shouldn’t even 
be near ketchup in the first place, or a pack of mayo in 
the weirdest lunch dish. They’re encouraging bad eating 
habits, because when student’s get hungry, they will eat 
anything in sight. They say they don’t want obese teen-
agers stumbling around high schools but at this rate 
there will be anorexic teenagers walking around be-
cause either the food makes them physically sick or it 
tastes like old socks.     
    The health gurus at the state level should lis-
ten to the students they’re trying to protect. If your going 
to feed us healthy snacks then make them edible.  Don’t 
starve us ‘til we’re slender. People say the way to a 
man’s heart is through his stomach but that phrase also 
applies to kids. Some, students who attend public 
schools don’t get healthy meals in their homes, either 
because of income or inexperience.  If the food that’s 
being served is not appealing, then students will crave 
the only food they are used to eating, pizza, snacks, pop
-tarts, juice, ice cream, and chips. Those treats will be 
truly missed, and we’ll never forget the good times we 
had with them.  Those days we flipped the pizza over 
and let all the slippery orange grease seep onto our wax 
paper, or the times where we’d have a sweet tooth and 
went rushing to the ice cream machine, almost losing 
our dollars trying to fit it in the small space before the 
bell rung. Afterschool will never be the same!  The real 
agony awaits those hungry afterschool students. After a 
hot sweaty intense practice, there’s no more going for a 
snack or a PowerAde to replenish those electrolytes. 
The unfortunate kids in night school tutoring and various 
clubs also have no source of delicious snacks anymore.  
We are thankful for the concern, but let’s not turn health 
consciousness into an epidemic.  If you are going to go 
healthy, then you need to spend the money on tasty al-
ternative snacks that kids prefer; otherwise, we are back 
on the same boat again.    

Eat this, not that 

Halloween Zombie Ball sponsored by     
Miami Springs Adult Education 

Thurs., October 25th at 7:00 p.m. 
in the gym. The entrance is $5.00, 

and all proceeds benefit the    
United Way. 

See Ms. Karlick in room 115 to purchase 
your entrance ticket before or after school.  
You can also see Raul Garcia in the main          

office to purchase a ticket as well. 

No props or masks allowed! 
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Page 4 Editorial 
By: Natessa Perera   
 Pinterest is a social networking site 
where you can pin photos based on your 
interests. Hence the name Pinterest. Pinter-
est is unique because unlike other social 
networking sites where the main focus is to 
build a profile, Pinterest emphasizes on pin-
ing pictures that interest you. Like any good 
social network, you can follow other users, 
share their content, make comments, and 
tag users. Similar to a Twitter stream, you 
get real-time updates of what the people 
you follow are pinning, you can also easi-
ly share your pins on Facebook and Twitter. 
Pinterest is literally a virtual pin board. It 
allows you to pull pictures from anywhere 
and organize them into categories called 
boards. Once you upload your pictures oth-
er people can comment, join, and re-pin to 
their walls. Pinterest is a great social net-
working site if you want another way to net-
work with people. It allows you to choose 
and organize your interests into the default 
boards such as sports, art, and fitness. You 
are allowed however, to create your own 
groups such as recipes, fashion, or anything 
else your interested in.   
 Pinterest is not limited to pinning or 
uploading photos. You can also upload vide-
os. You can share and group them in your 
boards. Getting started with Pinterest is 
easy, but getting in isn’t so easy. The only 
way you can join Pinterest is if someone 
already on Pinterest invites you. Once you 
are invited, you can use your Facebook or 
Twitter account to set up a Pinterest.  Then 
you can begin pinning the things you love. 
You may be asking yourself what is the goal 
or mission of Pinterest? Well, this is what 
they have to say, “Our goal is to connect 
everyone in the world through the 'things' 
they find interesting. We think that a favorite 
book, toy, or recipe can reveal a common 
link between two people. With millions of 
new pins added every week, Pinterest is 
connecting people all over the world based 
on shared tastes and interests.”  Although 
Pinterest has been around for two years it is 
only now growing rapidly. Recently, Pinter-
est has been pulling in ten million monthly 
views, faster than any site in U.S history. In 
the month of February, Pinterest raised the 
amount of people viewing by twenty-one 
percent. So even though Pinterest may not 
be for everyone, it doesn’t hurt to give it a 
try.  

What is Pinterest?                                   
By: Gabby Llerena   
 Eat, sleep, school, Instagram. 
That’s my daily routine. I’m sure by now 
everyone knows what Instagram is, but for 
those of you who don’t, Instagram is a free 
photo sharing app with over 14 different 
camera effects. Now that we’ve got that out 
of the way, it’s time to get our facts straight. 
I’m sure almost no-one knows that Insta-
gram was founded in 2010 in San Francis-
co.  It hit I-tunes app stores on October 6th 
and in January 2011 the founders of Insta-
gram added hash tags to provide users with 
a more pleasant using experience. Now, 
Instagram has over 80 million users, is on i-
Phones, i-Pads, i-Pod touches and Android 
devices. Also, Instagram is now owned by 
Facebook, and under the new ownership 
they set up Webstagram and Printstagram. 
Webstagram is the full Instagram experi-
ence online. Except, you cannot post pic-
tures but to make up for this flaw they add-
ed a repost button, a Facebook share but-
ton, A Twitter button, a Google plus button 
and a Pintrest button. Printstagram is my 
favorite of the two. Printstagram is a way to 
order printed photo albums, T-shits, any-
thing really. It’s pretty cool! Also, just recent-
ly canvas pop (a website that prints pictures 
to a canvas) has added an Instagram print 
button. Well, no matter which way you put it 
Instagram is the newest trend that is sweep-
ing the nation, the world even! So will it 
crash and burn like MySpace? Or barely 
hang on like Facebook. Well hawks, that’s 
for you to decide.  

 
Did you know ? 
 Every second there are 58 photos up-

loaded! 
 Every second a new user is gained 
 Over one billion photos have been up-

loaded 
 When Face book purchased Instagram 

it was the largest acquisition deal to 
date, with 1 billion dollars in stock and 
cash in April 2012 

Instawhat? Instagram! Ms. Doyle is back 
better than ever  
By:  Illissa Llano  
 In the summer of 2011, we 
bid Mother Doyle a fond farewell. 
This school year we embrace her 
return to Miami Springs Senior High. 
Prior to her retirement, Mrs. Kathleen 
Doyle was an essential part of the 
faculty at MSSH for 27 years. During 
her years at Springs, she was the 
sponsor of the Anchor Club and Eco-
Hawks, while also organizing “one 
tree at a time”— an environmental 
program; and coaching Odyssey of 
the mind —a creative thinking com-
petition group. Now, she’s back and 
ready to continue her teaching career 
part time. Mrs. Doyle wasted no time 
during her brief retirement. She con-
tinued to Co-sponsor Anchor Club 
and expanded her travels to Scandi-
navia; Russia; St. Petersburg; and 
caught up on her sleep. When I inter-
viewed Mrs. Doyle, she told me she 
did not anticipate coming back, but 
she thought it would be fun to return 
to teach part-time and continue to Co
-sponsor the Anchor Club with Mrs. 
Madruga. She says the phone call 
was quite a surprise. Mrs. Doyle 
“loves her students and is looking 
forward to this intellectually stimulat-
ing experience”.  Mrs. Doyle is teach-
ing A.P. English for juniors and sen-
iors. Although Mrs. Doyle enjoys 
teaching advanced classes, her big-
gest challenge this school year she 
thinks will be “keeping up with 60 
essays”. She also says that being 
back will not keep her from continu-
ing to travel and has already planned 
her next vacation to Dubai. Mrs. 
Doyle’s endless dedication to MSSH 
and her students since 1985 reminds 
us that “once a Hawk…always a 
Hawk”. 

“I love Mrs. Doyle, she brightens up 
anyone’s day, she’s such a sweet 
lady.  I’m very excited to have her 
back.”    -Mrs. Laney 

“Happy for her to be back, it keeps 
her in contact with kids, cause she 
loves being with her students. I know 
she's very excited to have an A.P. 
class she enjoys getting her kids 
ready for college.” - Mrs. Madruga 

By: Gabby Llerena    
 As the first nine-weeks comes to 
an end, Student Government hosted the 
annual high school tradition of home-
coming. This year’s theme is “Under the 
Sea”, although I would have preferred 
something more upbeat and modern, I 
loved their rendition of it. The Student 
Government team along with Aqui Entre 
Nos and Hosa did a remarkable job with 
the homecoming hallway decorations. 
On that note, we would like to congratu-
late Aqui Entre Nos for their fabulous 
display, winning first place for best 
homecoming hallway decorations. Now 
for the fun parts (ie. Spirit week). During 
the week leading up to the dance the 
students at M.S.S.H. showed their pride 
walking around in their outfits according 
to the days’ themes. This year’s themes 
included Kid day, Disney day, Cowboy 
and Indian day, Decades day and last, 
but certainly not least, Garnet and Gold 
day. The M.S.S.H. students showed 
their true colors (garnet and gold that is!) 
at the pep rally. While playing a prank on 
everyone with the “gator girls” in the first 

Homecoming Dance 

  

By: Christine Serrano  
 What do Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, and Oklahoma 
have in common? The majority of the 
people living n these states are either 
obese or over-weight. For those of us 
who may not know the difference, obesity 
is when someone has too much body fat, 
and overweight  means weighing too 
much. Both expressions tend to be con-
fusing.  Over one-third of the population 
in the United States is either overweight 
or obese. Many people blame the usual 
suspects: McDonald’s, Burger King, Wen-
dy’s, Kentucky Fried Chicken, and other 
fast food restaurants for their weight gain. 
Some say the reasons is because they 
don’t do enough exercise. I am not a doc-
tor, but I feel the problem lies with both.  
 According to medical doctors and 
dietitians, in order to maintain a healthy 
weight, you need to exercise at least 2 to 
3 times per week and to eat in modera-
tion. This will enable your body to lose 
the weight gradually. However, gaining 
weight should not be your only cause for 
concern. Obesity leads to a wide range of 
problems, including asthma, high blood 
pressure, type two diabetes, osteoarthri-
tis, certain types of cancers, and particu-
larly, heart disease.  Finally, before you 
start any exercise regime, you should 
consult a physician.  Here are some help-
ful tips to get you started:  
 
Exercise:  
You should exercise for at least 50 to 60 
minutes, 2 to 3 times every week. Play 
your favorite sport, such as soccer, foot-
ball, basketball, baseball, and other 
sports. Play with your dog if you have 
one, sign up for a membership at a gym 
near you, do anything to knock off that 
unsatisfying weight.    
 
Eat in moderation:  
Take my advice - DO NOT go on a full 
blown diet. From what I have experienced 
and seen, diets not only limit what you 
eat, but require a complete change of 
lifestyle. And if you are not up for the 
challenge, you will become more hungry 
and end up back at the fast food counter. 
Stick with this instead.  Do not swear off 
“bad” foods completely, learn to eat 
smaller portions, and instead of skipping 
meals, eat more frequently.  You can ac-
complish this task by preparing and eat-
ing small snacks throughout your day.  
This way, you will jumpstart your metabo-
lism, burn more fat, and in the long run, 
lose weight. 
 
Surgery should be your last resort:  
The removal of fatty tissue through sur-
gery can be very expensive and  life-
threatening. You need to be at least 75 
pounds overweight to be considered an 
eligible candidate.  You should always 
consult your physician prior to making 
any rash decisions.    
 
 My opinion is to try to lose the 
weight naturally. Exercise and eat sensi-
ble portions; you will definitely like the 
final outcome. It will take some time for 
you to see results, but with hard work, 
commitment, and patience, you can make 
a change.  You just need to have faith in 
yourself, and you can achieve anything!  
What do you have to lose except weight? 

Obesity: A real epi-
demic 

Artificial sugars are 
not as harmless as 
we once thought 
By: Ruth Rose    
 Miami Springs Senior High students 
were shocked at the sight of new inventory 
in the vending machines. Instead of regular 
sugared drinks, there were artificially sweet-
ened beverages. Some people believe that 
this is a better choice; however, most peo-
ple know it isn’t because of the way artificial 
sweeteners are produced and what they’ve 
been known to  cause. No parent likes the 
idea of having artificial sugars in their child’s 
drink, but are artificial sweeteners better? It 
is still quite unknown whether these prod-
ucts are beneficial or harmful to our bodies.  
 According to new studies, saccharin 
found in artificial sweeteners caused lab 
rats to gain more weight than the rats that 
were fed regular sugared foods. Contrary to 
popular belief, these sweeteners are much 
sweeter than normal sugars; therefore, you 
should all less than the usual amount for 
sweetening.  So word to the wise, always 
use artificial sweeteners in moderation! 

pep rally and the “pata sucias” in the 
second pep rally, the Student Govern-
ment sure got everybody hyped up for 
the game later that night. Unfortunately, 
our football team did not win the game, 
but that didn’t ruin anybody’s sprit for the 
dance the next day.  Everyone came 
dressed to impress this homecoming 
with beautiful gowns for the girls and 
nice button down shirts for the guys. The 
decorations were up to par with every-
one’s attire except when you entered the 
gym and were blinded by a variety of 
lights and colors being flashed at your 
face. Aside from that, there was nice 
little finger foods and plenty of water to 
keep us satisfied. There was different 
types of music, which included the cupid 
shuffle and the cha-cha slide.  Also, 
modern dances like the wobble and the 
Gangnam style. All in all,  this was a 
night to remember and cherish especial-
ly for the winner of prince and princess 
(juniors) Paola Henriquez and Patrick 
Bolton and our king and queen (seniors) 
Yamina Caballero and Christopher 
Smith. Congrats! Google Images 



Photos: Julian Reina 
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By: Errick Patterson    
 Should this section be introducing Coach 
Darryel Bethune as a Golden Hawk or welcoming 
him back? He’s no stranger to M.S.S.H., Coach Be-
thune, left head coaching at North Miami High to 
quote "Come back home". When the opportunity 
opened to become a head coach he jumped at the 
job, and like a hawk, he came out on top. He was 
introduced as the new head coach during the middle 
of the school year last year and wasted no time de-
feating Sunset High during the spring game. What a 
way to come back home. As a former Miami Springs 
High graduate, Bethune was one of the elite players 
on his football team making the Hawk Board before 
he graduated. And after getting a college degree 
from Cookman University he started teaching at Mi-
ami Springs from 1999 to 2001.  As I mentioned, he 
is no stranger to the school. These days, you will 
find coach Bethune either in Mrs. Latoni class as an 
"inclusion'' teacher or in his office watching film plan-
ning for the next football game. He is here for Miami 
Springs and dedicated to making it better. However, 
as this is his first year back we as students owe him 
time to settle in. With a new coach and coming off of 
a spring game win, what should we expect from our 
Golden Hawks football club? It’s pretty tough to go 
from 0-10 to state champions, but Jerry himself 
wouldn’t doubt that he can escape the paws of Tom. 
“Let’s shock the world” Coach Bethune (the new 
head coach of the football team) would often say. 

Let’s talk football with Coach Darryel Bethune 

Position:  Kicker  No:  18   

Height:  5’9”    Weight:  150 lbs. 

1)  Reggie, how have you and the team prepared for 
the regular season? 

Over the summer, the team made an effort to come 
out and practice twice a day.  I came out toward the 
end of the summer (due to soccer tournaments) and 
worked on my mechanics of kicking a football. 

2)  As the team’s kicker, what do you tell your team-
mates for motivation before a game? 

I tell my teammates “we can do it,”, “keep your head 
up”, “this team doesn’t have anything on us”. 

3) What are your expectations for this season? 

My expectation for this season is to do the best that I 
can to help the team, with the help of my teammates, 
make it  to the playoffs. 

4)  How do you feel about the different teams you’re 
going to play this year?  

I feel the teams that we will be playing are very com-
petitive.  As a team, we need to want it more than our 
opponents.   

Reginald Daniel 

Football 

By: David DePablo    
 Miami Springs is a city built around a golf course 
that has bred one of the toughest golf teams in Miami 
Dade County. A team money can’t buy. The same can’t 
be said about our local rivals, Columbus and Belen.  The 
2012 Golf Campaign promises to a great one since this 
year’s team consists mostly of upperclassmen who are all 
very committed to the sport they love.  Therefore, ten-
sions are high this year; it’s “States or bust“ for this team.  
The competition is intense because not only are we trying 
to win as a team, but we are also constantly trying to bet-
ter our personal goals. The best matches don't always 
come against rival schools. It’s usually when the Golf 
boys are fighting for the coveted number 1 seed.   
 During regular season play, The Miami Springs 
Golf team has been nearly unbeatable for the last 3 years, 
and is currently undefeated. Springs has steamrolled eve-
ry opponent. The impressive part being that these match-
es haven’t been at home. Roger Pieramani the team’s 
coach says there is “still room for improvement, but there 
is nothing stopping us from winning it all.” State Champi-
onships are just around the corner, and the boys are 
ready.  It’s almost a guaranteed lock for Regional's. We 
are all very excited. Patrick Perez the team’s second in 
command says, “If I can get  DePablo to play to expecta-
tions, we’re going to States.” I guess I have work to do!  
The team adds depth  with  arguably one of the best put-
ters in the county Chris Cruanyas. Chris may not have 
one of the prettiest swings, but he knows how to get the 
ball in the hole.      
 Patience is key when playing with Patrick Bolton. 
He takes his time, but gets the job done. He is one of the 
most methodical golfers in the county. There’s nothing 
flashy about Kyle Safreed’s game, which makes him  Mr. 
Consistent.  Also on the team is Brent Cates, Rookie of 
the Year and soon to be high school superstar. Last, but 
not least, Rey Llerena, the team’s most interesting player; 
he’s irreplaceable.  

Miami Springs’ Golf 
Team: One team, one 
dream, one reality 

Position:  DB  No:  7 

Height:  6’1”  Weight:  155 lbs. 

Top Five Colleges: UM, FSU, LSU, USF, and FIU 

Favorite Quote: “Some people want it to happen, 
some people wish it would happen, others make it 
happen.”  

By: Brandan Fisher     
Miami Springs football team is looking to turn things 
around from their last season. Ending last season 0-
10; Junior Bobby Stinson has worked hard the whole 
off-season. He made the transition from wide receiver 
to defensive back, and what a good transition it was. 
The first game of the season the Hawks squared off 
against rival Westland. Bobby caught two intercep-
tions and recovered one fumble helping the team to a 
21-19 victory starting the season 1-0. Through the first 
half of the season Bobby has three interceptions, two 
fumble recoveries, tackles, and several pass break-
ups. This young star is on the rise, and it is very excit-
ing to watch him out there on the field. Teams have 
already gotten the memo, don’t throw to his side. Big 
things were expected out of him coming into this sea-
son. He’s living up to his expectations and his favorite 
quote proves it. “some people want it to happen, 
some people wish it would happen, others make it 
happen” It’s safe to say that Bobby Stinson makes it 
happen. 

Bobby Stinson 

Football 

This can only mean one thing, the Golden Hawks 
this year will be underdogs. However, that does not 
answer the question of what is expected from our 
football team this year and unfortunately, there is 
no one answer. Or, at least there are too many dif-
ferent ones to come to a decisive conclusion. Stu-
dents that believe in their school will tell you a lot is 
expected and they have faith in their school, others 
will say that they’re the same team from last year 
that couldn’t win a game. The players themselves 
will say they worked hard all summer and antici-
pate a 10-0 season and the rest may not even 
care. But, what really matters is how the team rep-
resents the school because at the end of the day 
on each and every 
jersey in bold let-
terings is embla-
zoned  “Hawks”. 
So no matter if the 
school will be 
proud of a state 
champion team or 
thankful for one 
win there will al-
ways be certain 
expectations about 
the Golden Hawks 
football team that 
is, well…unknown! 

By: Genesis Salinas      
 Our soccer girls are back, and they are ready to win every 
game this season! Last year, our soccer girls made it all the way to 
regional finals. This season coach Drew and the girls are aiming to 
take it all the way to states! It's going to take these girls a lot of prac-
tice and dedication to get there but they are all willing to do anything to 
get to the top. I asked coach Drew "what are your goals for this school 
years team?" He said "We expect to go as far as we went last year, 
which were regional finals. We played Melbourne High School and lost 
1-0 and we would like to win that game this year. We have 7 returning 
starters which are sophomores and juniors. We hope this experience 
pushes us further this year. This year's schedule carries a lot of Dade 
county's big teams including Palmetto, Varela, and GMAC champion, 
Ferguson."         
 We have three girls we should "keep an eye on" this season. 
They are Alessandra Salazar, Sofia De la Puente, and Alyssa Deno. 
Alessandra Salazar and Sofia De la Puente have been on this team 
since their freshman year. They both have taken their time to answer 
my question on what are their goals for this school years team and 
they both gave me their own opinion. Alessandra Salazar responded 
with the following "This year I feel like the competition will be much 
more difficult. I am aiming to help my team win districts again (at 
least). Hopefully we can make it to regional finals once more. It's going 
to require a lot more of hard work and dedication, but I think it is a pos-
sibility. Since we are a "baby team" as Drew would say, we are ex-
pected not to make it as far as last year. Hopefully we can prove socie-
ty wrong and possibly be better than last year." "For this year, I expect 
us to go all the way to states. We have a lot of work to do, but I know 
that we could do it. I hope we do good this season. This year's team is 
very young, but I have hope that we will do good." Answered Sofia De 
la Puente.        
 Alyssa Deno is new member to the team playing as a forward. 
She has the speed, team work, and kick. But we can't 
forget about the rest of the team. These three girls 
won't be able to win without the rest of their team-
mates. Soccer is all about team work and playing 
every game like it's your last. These girls play with 
their hearts on the field. No matter if they win or a 
lose, they give it 110% when they are on the field. 
They all have potential and love for the game.  

Let’s start making some goals 

Congrats on making Districts! 
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FILM: TELEVISION: 

UPCOMING FILMS: 

Paranormal Activity 4 is right around the corner; it opens October 19, 2012. It 
is said to be better than its predecessors.  It is a continuation of the last film 
where Katie takes Hunter and disappears. In Paranormal Activity 4, they are 
found. 

Release Date:  October 19, 2012 

Genre: Horror 

Starting:  Katie Featherston, Kathyin Newton, Matt Shively and more. 

BOOKS: 

The Twilight Saga: Breaking dawn Part 2 is coming to it’s grand finally this 
November 16, 2012. After 18 years of being ordinary, Bella now feels that she 
can shine and be at par with Edward. In Part 1, Bella was born into the vam-
pire world.  Now in Part 2, she is a mother and a wife; and most importantly, is 
prepared and ready to protect her family better than ever.  

Release Date:  November 16, 2012  

Genre: Adventure, Drama, Fantasy 

Starting:  Kristen Stewart, Robert Pattinson, Taylor Lautner and more. 

Taken 2! If you have yet to see the first part of the movie then you better get to 
it. In the first movie Liam Neeson played the role of a retired CIA agent named 
Bryan Mills. He travels to Europe to rescue his daughter who was kidnapped 
and sold into prostitution. In the process he takes out several criminals and 
this plays part in the second movie when the father of one of the kidnappers 
Mills killed comes back for revenge! The release date is set for Friday, October 
5th , so make sure to get your tickets early so you won’t miss out on the block-
buster sequel that is sure to “Take” you right up off your seat!  

Release Date:  October 5, 2012 

Genre: Action, Crime, Drama 

Starting:  Liam Neeson, Famke Janssen, Maggie Grace and more. 

By: Nydia Penas  
 The show Pretty Little Liars started 
out with four girls, Spencer, Hanna, Aria 
and Emily. There were five of them, but 
one died, Alison. No one knows how, when 
or even who killed her. Since the night that 
Alison died, a person or group named “A” 
has been torturing them, knowing every 
little secret they’ve ever had and anything 
they’re ever doing. This whole show is 
based on all four of them having to lie to 
the people they love the most and slowly 
by slowly, they stop trusting everyone 
around them. In Season 1, I’ve got to ad-
mit, Pretty Little Liars was interesting and 
kept you wanting more by introducing new 
characters, loves, and secrets. Then came 
Season 2 and I was still interested in it be-
cause they kept on saying that they were 
going to finally say who “A” is, but they just 
kept on lying. Recently, Season 3 just end-
ed and they still haven’t said who “A” is. 
The show just keeps trying to add new 
characters and new lies, but it’s already 
getting boring and tiring. The only reason I 
keep watching that show is because I want 
to find out who “A” is. The minute they say 
who it is, the show will end, because there 
will be no point to watching it. In my opin-
ion, Pretty Little Liars has gone on too long 
already and they should just reveal who “A” 
is in the Halloween special! 

The Stand: The perfect book to read before the 
world ends 
By: Caroline Frias  
 For those who are looking for a 
good read this Halloween, The Stand is 
the perfect book for you. The Stand is 
not your typical Post-Apocalyptic novel, 
it is a novel with the recurring conflict 
that is as old as time: good vs. evil.  The 
Stand, written by Stephen King, is about 
how humanity survives after a huge epi-
demic that kills most of mankind. The 
virus, a mutated version of the flu called 
‘Captain Trips’, escapes from a lab and 
contaminates the family, town, state, 
country and eventually takes over the 
world. The only survivors are those who 
are miraculously immune to this super 
virus.  Then, chaos erupts. There is no 
law, no order, no doctors, no power and 
no familiar faces and everyone has to 
fend for themselves. As the survivors 
scramble to find one another, there is a 
desperate need for a leader. Two 
emerge. One is a nice, 108-year old 
woman who calls herself Mother Abigail 

and sees visions from God. The other is 
Randall Flagg, a violent being who is 
often called ‘The Dark Man’. As the book 
progresses and you see who is allied 
with whom, you are pulled into a guess-
ing game of who is going to win as you 
nervously wait for the ending. “During 
the summer I started reading this book 
originally as a solution for boring days.” 
Gabrielle Enriquez, 10, said, “ It resulted 
in my days being consumed with the 
book because of how interesting it was. 
The plot is something you fear because 
it could very well happen. It isn’t some 
short story, it’s real and it could happen 
very easily. I would recommend this for 
everyone.” For those of you who like a 
good sci-fi/end-of-the-world novel, then 
this is the story for you. Sure the side 
effects for reading this story is to devel-
op a slight paranoia to colds and to be 
conscious of death, but hey, the end of 
the world is coming soon so you having 
nothing to lose. 

By: Dailyn Marcuello   
 If you are planning to be a dedicat-
ed Pretty Little Liars fan makes sure you're 
ready for all the drama we girls love. Please 
be cautious, the material might be too much 
to handle for youngsters who might be bet-
ter served watching Disney Channel. No 
doubt the show is entertaining, but it can be 
a bit too edgy. Do you think student-teacher 
relationships are extremely wrong? Then 
you will most certainly be in for a big sur-
prise. A student named Aria has a relation-
ship with her teacher, Ezra. The shows 
cuteness can bring on some ooh's and 
aah's, it will also make you shake your head 
with disbelief. Aria's father has a sneaky 
relationship with one of his students! What 
is worse, the affair or that he asked his 
daughter to keep it a secret when she 
caught them? Oh well, at least his lover was 
not under age. I was thinking "he has no 
right to be mad at her for not following the 
"Do not date your teacher rule." When he 
clearly did not practice it either. Bad exam-
ples just keep coming, left and right in this 
show. Hannah is a thief, but don't worry 
mommy will save her from the law, and she 
will disregard charges one way or another. 
The four liars have what seems to be a 
stalker who might be Ali, their dead best 
friend. Can it get anymore creepier? Oh 
yes! At the end of Season Two, "A”’s Identi-
ty was revealed. What a shocker, this psy-
chopath really knows how to fool people. 
Now for the controversy, is profanity a big 
no, no in your home? "A" curses in every 
other text, which is an eye opener. PLL also 
shows a bit of homosexuality and some 
physical actions that many people will dis-
like. Now go watch the show, it is the only 
way you'll uncover all the juicy details and 
know who the real "A" is! Practice safe 
watching and remember to not let the kid’s 
peak!   

By: Natalie Bulit 
 Ready for a scare?  Well 
you’re in for a great surprise with 
‘The Possession’ and ‘The House 
at the End of the Street’. The Pos-
session is a movie of a little girl that 
becomes possessed by a Jewish 
‘Dybbuk Box’. A Dybbuk box is a 
malevolent wandering spirit that 
enters and possesses the body of a 
living person until exorcised. The 
little girl Emily finds this box at a 
garage sale. The previous owner of 
the box was greatly injured by it. 
Emily was only able to open the 
box when she was alone.  Once 
Emily opens the box, the Dybbuk 
begins to inhabit her. Emily be-
comes greatly attached to the box, 
and starts to act odd. Her father is 
the only one to catch these odd 
behaviors at the start. While Emily 
was looking at her reflection in the 
mirror she sees….. Interesting 
right? Watch it and find out.  
 If you’re into a scary twist 
‘The House at the End of the 
Street’ is for you. This movie is 
about a girl and her mother moving 
into a new unfamiliar town. The girl 
befriends the traumatized neighbor 
that lives in the house where his 
parents were killed by his sister. 
They begin to develop a relation-
ship. The boy seems to be hiding 
something from not only her but 
from everyone.  Just when you 
thought things couldn’t get weirder 
nor crazier you’ll get a surprise of a 
life time. 

MUSIC: 
By: Alexa DePablo   
 If you've turned on a radio within the 
past two months you've heard Taylor Swift's 
catchy new song, 'We Are Never Ever Getting 
Back Together'. The song differs from Swift’s 
other singles, proving whoever the song is 
about that she doesn't need them and they 
are never ever getting back together (like ev-
er). She will never be the girl in the dress who 
cried the whole way home again. 'Never Ever' 
was released the same night that Swift an-
nounced via live-chat that her senior album, 
'Red', would be hitting stores on October 22, 
2012. "All those emotions fanning from in-
tense love, intense frustration, intense jeal-
ousy, and confusion, all of that in my mind, all 
those emotions are red. There's nothing in 
between, there's nothing beige about those 
feelings and so I called my record that”, Swift 
told fans. Never one to hold back how she 
feels, the country-pop princess promises that 
this album will be the best.  
 On September 7, 2012 Taylor re-
leased another song at the Stand up To Can-
cer television broadcast. Much more haunting 
than any of her other songs she sings through 
a mothers eyes and the tragedy of losing a 
child to cancer. 'Ronan', titled after the beauti-
ful little boy who died, shot straight to #1 on 
iTunes with all proceeds going to cancer relat-
ed charities. To feed the anticipation her fans 
are experiencing with the new album, she's 
releasing a new single every week until the 
album’s release date. 'Begin Again' was the 
first to be released on September 25, 2012. 
The 6-time Grammy winner goes back to her 
roots with this country tune. Singing about the 
first date after a 'crash and burn heartbreak' 
and how if it's the right person and the simplic-
ity of watching love begin again.  
 The second single, released on Octo-
ber 2nd, is the title track of the album, 'Red'. 
Swift goes on to sing about how losing some-
one is 'blue', missing them is 'dark gray all 
alone', and loving them is 'red'. Both songs 
immediately shot to number one on iTunes. 
She is gifted with talent, a net worth of $80 
million, nearly 20 million followers on Twitter, 
and a career that will continue on for many 
years. You'd assume the fame would go to her 
head, but she's got her feet firmly planted on 
the ground. After internet pranksters thought 
it'd be amusing to enter a school for the deaf 
to win a Taylor Swift concert, Taylor donated 
$10,000 to the school. Her heart is as big as 
her fan-base and the quirky, curly-haired, 16 
year-old we were introduced to back in 2006 
has turned into a classy, mature, straight-edge 
young woman.  
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        The Zeitgeist is the official publication of Mi-
ami Springs Senior High School, 751 Dove Ave-
nue, Miami Springs, FL 33166.  Call (305) 885-
3585.  It was established as an open forum for 
student expression and is published by the jour-
nalism students for the entire student body. 

         The opinions expressed in this publication 
are not necessarily those of the faculty and ad-
ministration but rather those of the author or the 
newspaper staff and its editors.  The Zeitgeist 
welcomes letters to the editor on topics of interest 
to MSSH and its surrounding community.  Letters 
must be signed; however, names may be withheld 
upon request and with the concurrence of the edi-
torial board.  Letters may be sent via e-mailed to 
akarlick@dadeschools.com. 

          The editorial board reserves the right to 
reject, edit or shorten letters.  We also welcome 
contributions from writers not associated with the 
newspaper staff.  All freelance material should be 
submitted to room 115.  All submissions must 
bear the author’s name. 

          The Zeitgeist accepts all legal advertise-
ments.  If a mistake occurs, it will be reprinted, 
free of charge, in the following issue. 
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